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INTRODUCTION.

The following pages are published from the original manu-

seripts, obtained a few years ago, in South Carolina, by the late

Edward D. Ingraham, Esq., of this city, from the family of

Henry Laurens, President of Congress during a part of our

Pevolutionary War.

Shortly after the formation of our Soeiety, of which Mr.

Ingraham was an early and active member, he com-plied with

our request that he would edit them Avith a view to their pub-

lication as our first Avork, and the A\mrk had nearly been com-

pleted AAdien his sudden and lamented death, on the 5th of

Hovember, 185-1, put a stop to it.

Eor nearly five months after his decease the manuscripts

Avere mislaid, and avc had concluded to present the Avork in an

imperfect form, Avhen they Avere discovered in the beginning of

this month.

The imperfections that will be discovered in the Appendix,

are OAving to the fact that some of the papers in the collection

are lost and others mutilated.

Aprils 1855.
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MR. DEAME’S AURRATIYE.

Sir: 1 beg leave to remind Congre.ss of my having several

times mentioned to them, in my letters desiring an audienee,

that my detention was very prejudicial to my private affairs, as

well as that it might tend to embarrass or prevent the settle-

ment of those of the public, which my sudden departure from

France obliged me to leave without being adjusted and closed.

The prejudice resulting from this delay I now hope will be

fully compensated, from the ample time it has afforded for

making the most minute and scrupulous examination into every

part of my public conduct, both in Europe and America.

In August last, when I had the honor of being heard by

Congress, I expressed my desire of knowing if objections had

been made to any part of my conduct whilst in their service,

and if any, what they were. Previous to the entering on a

general narrative, I take the liberty to mention in a few words

the reasons Avhich induced me to make that request.

I set out for Europe, intrusted with the political and com-

mercial agency of these States, and in the month of December

following received a commission from Congress appointing me

one of their commissioners at the Court of Yersailles, by Avhich

my former commission Avas superseded, and a person appointed

to the commercial agency in my room. From the time of my
leaAung my native country in Ylarch, 177G, to the 4th of IMarcli,





18 mi. DEANE’S NAKEATIVE.

1778, I liad j'oason to flatter myself that my conduct had been

such as to meet with the approbation of my honorable constitu-

ents; and though the resolution of Congress of the 8th Decem-

ber, 1777, whicli I was then for the first time made acquainted

with, and the letter which inclosed it expressed nothing to tiie

contrary, yet, sensible of the extremely difficult situation in

which I had been placed previous as well as subsequent to the

arrival of my colleagues; of the variety of transactions, jioliti-

cal and commercial, in which on account of these States I had

been engaged, and knowing that I had been so unfortunate as

to have enemies at Paris and at Nantes who frequently wrote

to America, I thought myself warranted to suspect that mis-

representations had been made, either with design to injure me,

or through ignorance and misapprehension. My venerable

friend and colleague. Dr. Pranklin, had the same suspicions, as

his letters before Congress show.

Although the dispatches just before sent out by Mr. Simeon

Deane and Captain Courter were sufficient to inform Congress,

generally, of ‘7/ie state of affairs in Europe,” yet my disposition

to pay the most ready and implicit obedience to tlie orders of

Congress on every occasion, with a desire to know in what

light my conduct had been represented, prevailed over every

other consideration, and 1 left Paris the last of iMarch in the

manner, and under the circumstances which I shall hereafter

relate.

Shortly after my arrival I had, from many incidents needless

to repeat, reasons to conclude that my former suspicions were

not altogether groundless, and therefore that the request I made

was proper, and such as my situation required. I therefore

made it, and was ha],q:)y to find that no objections were made

to my conduct, or exceptions taken to any part of the narrative

I then had the honor of delivering to Congress.

As several months have since elapsed, in wdiich time those

in Europe as well as America (if there are any) who have

really entertained unfavorable sus])icions, have had ample time
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Mil. DEANK’s NAiniATLVE. 11 )

to make tlic strictest scrutiny into every part of iny public

transactions, I confidently rely on the justice of Congress that

if an}^ charges or representations liave been made to them

against my character or conduct as the agent and commissioner

of these States, they will order the same to be communicated

to me, and give me an opportunity of making my answer. In

the mean time, in obedience to the orders of Congress, I pro-

ceed to lay before them a brief narrative of all my transactions

from my leaving America in l\[arch, 1776, to this time.

In the month of December, 1775, soon after Congress ap-

pointed the honorable ^Messrs. Drauklin, Harrison, and others

their Committee for Secret Correspondence, application was

made to me by Dr. Franklin and others to receive a commission

and to transact certain allairs, political as well as commercial,

in Europe, but more particular!
3

^ in France. I accepted tlieir

proposals without hesitation and prepared for the voyage, and,

having wrote in general terms to my brother and family in

Connecticut, tliat I had undertaken a long journey on affairs

too urgent to permit me to pay them a visit before my setting

out, and having given general directions as to m}^ private affairs,

I received from the Committee, on the 2d da}" of IMarch, a com-

mission and instructions, which I beg leave here to read (Eo. 1).

On the 5th I left Philadelphia in a vessel bound to Bordeaux,

which met vdth an accident at sea and was obliged to return

into port.

I embarked again on board a sloop bound for Bermuda, and

sailed the beginning of April. I arrived the 21th of the month,

and having, pursuant to rn}^ instructions, chartered a sloo}) for

France, left that island the 1th of 5,lay, having written to the

Secret Committee an account of my proceedings, and the ob-

servations I had made.

I arrived at Bordeaux on the Cth of June following, in full

expectation of finding several vessels there which the Committee

had encouraged me should be sent out with cargoes to enable
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20 MR. BEANE’S NARRATIVE.

me to execute the commission I was intrasted with. Unfortu-

nately none had arrived.

As the sum I carried out Avith me Avas little more than suffi-

cient for my private expenses for any considerable time, and

tlic intelligence of our misfortunes in Canada arrived at the

same time in France, Avith an account of the formidable arma-

ments gone and going from England to America, 1 found it

impossible to execute anything in the mercantile Avay, and

liaving placed the bills I carried over in the hands of Messrs.

Delaps, and Avritten to Dr. Bancroft to meet me in Paris, and

to the Secret Committee an account of my situation, and my
proceedings to that time, I left Bordeaux the latter part of Juno.

'Whilst I remained in that city I took the character of a mer-

chant from Bermuda, and applied myself to obtain an acquaint-

ance Avdth their commerce, their manufactures, and at the same

time Avith their sentiments respecting America. I found the

goods I Avanted could not be procured in that city, nor the

information necessary to direct me how to proceed in the other

part of my commission.

I arrived at Paris early in the month of July, a stranger to

the language as Avell as to the customs and manners of the

nation.

The greatest part of the bills forAvarded by '^h\ Dclap to

London Averc soon after returned protested, by Avhich I Avas in

a degree Avithout money. UnknoAvn and unconnected in Eu-

rope, I Avas AAuthout personal credit, and the accounts of our

misfortunes in America, Avith the confident assurances of the

British hlinistry by their ambassadors and partisans at Paris,

that everything Avould be finished, as they expressed them-

selves, that campaign, left me as little credit on the public

account as my OAvn.

I had no friend at Court, and the gentlemen to Avhom I had

letters at Paris, though AA^orthy and eminent in their stations,

had little more interest there than myself. Monsieur le Boy,

the Avorthy and learned Director of the Academy, Avas Avell
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MU. deane\s naeeative. 21

known in the literary, but niilieard of in the political world.

I shall ever be sensible of the hospitable and polite reception

he gave me, and of the friendship he honored me with during

my residence in France, and which, I flatter myself, still mu-

tually subsists between ns. Monsieur Dubonrg had been emi-

nent as a physician, but had never either held any employment

at Court, or been connected with administration; he Was well

esteemed in Paris; and if goodness of heart and the most ar-

dent zeal for the rights and happiness of mankind in general,

and of these States in particular, merit esteem, no man in the

Avorld has a better title. Having been recommended to these

gentlemen, I think myself obliged, on that account, to mention

them in my narrative, and gratitude urges me to say thus much

of the many tilings I might with justice say of them. In a

word, considering the magnitude and importance of the olijccts

I aimed at, I was moneyless, without credit, without friends;

nor will this sketch give a just idea of my situation, Avithout

adding that the Avealth and influence of Great Britain Avere

employed against me.

Dr. Bancroft got into toAvn the day before me. From him I

learned that the state of affairs in Great Britain Avas, in many

respects, very different from AAdiat they had been represented in

America, and from AAdiat I expected. The American Avar aauus by

no means so unpopular as had been supposed. The ministers

AA'crc more secure than c\mr of their places; the credit of the

nation Avas high; three per cents selling for about ninety, and

their other stocks in proportion. From the punctuality Avith

Avhich they paid the interest of the public debt, they found no

difficulty in borroAving any sums they had occasion for, and the

commerce of the nation appeared in a flourishing state.

On the continent of Europe there Avas a general peace, and

no symptoms of a rupture in any part, except betAveen Spain

and Portugal about their American dominions, AAdiicli Avas of

no importance in the general scale.

In France, the state of aflairs Avas such that no immediate
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99. MU, DEAXIC 3 MAUUATIVE.

public assistance could be expected for America; tliougli tlie

court and nation were by no means indiflcrent spectators of the

contest, and though the American cause was far from being

unpopular, yet many circumstances prevented France at that

time from taking an open and decided part.

The prcseiit reign was but just begun, and as it succeeded a

very long and expensive one, the ministers found many of the

most important departments greatly deranged, particularly those

of the Finances and the hFarine, the latter of which had, in a

]\articular manner, been neglected during the latter part of the

late reign. These circumstances, together with the disposition

of the king and his ministers to preserve the peace, rendered

it difficult to do anything of consequence, more especially as

England on her part had carefully avoided infringing any of

the articles of the treaty subsisting between the two courts,

and, jealous that supplies might by some means or other be got

out from thenee, had her emissaries and spies in all the princi-

pal seaports of the kingdom as well as at Paris, and was besides

armed as well in Europe as America.

I think it necessary to give this general account, not only of

my particular situation, but of the state of public affairs in

Europe on my arrival, as it will help to explain several of the

subsequent transactions and events.

Immediately after my arrival, I wrote, agreeable to the in-

structions Iliad received, to iMonsieur Dumas at the Hague,

and afterwards continued a correspondence with him until I

left France. I wrote also to Monsieur Gamier, Charge dcs

Affaires for France at the Court of London, but received no

answer. I wrote also to Mr. Arthur Lee, then at London.

Doctor Dubourg, having written a letter to his Excellency

the Count de Yergennes, informing him of my being at Paris,

we went to Versailles, when I showed him my commission and

informed him generally of the state of affairs in America; of

the errand I came upon; the line of conduct I had pursued,

and prayed his protection, counsel, and assistance. He gene-
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MU. deane’s nauuative. 23

rously assured me of Ids proteetion; advised me to eontiiuie

under tlic eliaraeter I had assumed, whieh, agreeable to my
im^^truetions, was that of a merehant, and to act with great cir-

eums})cction, for that I must depend on being narrowly watched

by tlie British emissaries; but as to assistance, he assured me

the Court could afford none, consistent with the treaties sub-

sisting with England, which his l\[ajcsty could on no occasion

violate; that commerce was free to all his Majesty’s subjects,

from whom I might obtain any articles I wanted, except such

as were expressly prohibited by his Majesty; and that he

would afford me his countenance and protection; but that he

could do nothing as to the articles which I was instructed to

solicit for. And respecting other subjects, especially an ac-

knowledgment of the independence of tlic United States, he

observed it was an event in the womb of time, and dependent

on so many others, that it would be premature to take it into

present consideration. Monsieur Gerard being the first Secre-

tary in his department for Foreign Affairs, and understanding

English, I was referred to him when on any common occasion

I should apply, his Excellency assuring me that I might rely

on what he might at any time tell me, as fully as if I had it

immediately from him.

I now set myself to fulfil, if possible, the mercantile part of

my commission
;
but, little or no remittances arriving, though

more than six months had passed since the engagement had

been taken in America to supply me, and hearing nothing from

cither the Congress or the Secret Committee, I found it impos-

sible. Many of the capital merchants supposing me to liave

come over with large funds, offered their service, and to supply

me. They offered me a credit of six, eight, or twelve months;

but with this they connected a proposition that some capital

banking-house in France should indorse my bills, and this ever

defeated all their other proposals, however fair and promising

they before appeared.

In the month of July (1776), I became acquainted witli ^ion-
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2-1 Mil. DEANE’s MAllRATIVE.

slcur Bcaamarclmis, a gentleman to whom I owe much, my
country more; and if 1 attempted to give his character in this

narrative, I should doubtless be thought partial. Happily there

is no necessity of my doing it, as an honorable member of this

House, now present, has been long and intimately acquainted

with him, and an eyc‘witncss of the services which he rendered

the United States; which services Avill speak for hiin more fully

than any language I can make use of. It is sufficient to say

here that this gentleman was well recommended to me; that I

ever found him equal, and even superior to the recommenda-

tions given of him. I found him the only person willing to

venture a considerable credit to these States at that time, and,

from the favorable light he stood in with the Prime IHinister,

his connections, I may say intimacy with the great, which he

owed solely to his superior genius and ability as a writer and

negotiator, and from his general knowledge and eorrespond-

ence, and the boldness of his spirit for adventures, the only

person on whom I could rely with confidence to procure the

supplies then indispensably necessary.

Before the return of Dr. Bancroft to London, I had several

interviews with this gentleman, the Doctor assisting as inter-

preter between us, at which the outlines of our plan for sup-

plies were laid.

After fixing on a mode of correspondence with Dr. Bancroft

and obtaining what intelligence he could give me, this gentle-

maif returned to London, having spent about three weeks with

me, during which he gave me much assistance, and laid the

foundation for much more; and it will not be improper to say

here, that the correspondence carried on between us was never

intercepted, and the intelligence I received from him whilst he

ventured to stay there, and afterwards from his friends, was

clear, and ever proved to be authentic and of great service to

the affliirs we were intrusted with.

Soon after the return of Dr. Bancroft I received a letter from

Arthur Lee, Esq., then at London, desiring me to inform Con-
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^ril. DEANE’S NARRATIVE. 25

gross that Joseph Eced, Esq. and John Langdon, Esq.' were

dangerous persons, and to put Congress on their guard against

them. Stranger as I was /to hliq Lee’s character, his letter

greatly surprised me, tlp-^ore so as he wrote in the most posi-

tive terms, without giviir^ mo the reasons on which he grounded

Ids charge. I replied to his letter that I could by no means

comply with his request; that I had been long personally ac-

quainted with the gentlemen he mentioned, and that I had the

fullest confidence in their integrity and zeal for the service of

America, therefore could not think of transmitting such infor-

mation without its being at the same time supported hy the

fullest proof; that I knew those gentlemen actually held im-

portant posts under Congress; therefore, if the charge against

tliem could be supported, no time should bo lost in transtnitting

the proper evidence, but I trembled at the thought of giving

Congress suspicions of their most confidential servants; without

certain proofs to support and authorize such suspicions; the

consequence must have been pernicious to the public and fatal

to the individuals; this was the purport of my letter.

Having settled the plan for sending out supplies to America,

with Monsieur Beaumarchais, I made out an invoice or estimate

of clothing for thirty thousand men, and for other necessaries

in proportion, together ivith an invoice for two hundred pieces

of brass cannon, four pounders, and of twenty-eight mortars;

the cannon and mortars he told me he could purchase out of

the king’s arsenals, and could possibly obtain a credit of eight

months, or perhaps longer. I added an invoice, or order, for

thirty thousand fusees, for two thousand barrels of powder, for

ball, lead, flints, four thousand tents, and other articles in pro-

portion. He told me that he hoped to purchase also a part of

the fusees from the arsenals.

Having agreed generally on the articles to be furnished, we

turned our attentio]i to the transporting them to America, and

made a contract with hlonsieur jMonthicu for the ships neces-

sary. Monsieur Beaumarchais was my secui'ity for the pay-

-1



m|^^f-'''-(ii)' ^‘i J>.' ») 1^' I.*-*- f'»i

'^‘\j4jt»il!Mf ;»^ t'*-
•

’ i*-»»-' V‘ ’
<W- .

,

••ji- i|

"
l4^4.;lf^ :.i .^.•Wiofii^ • .-•jl

" V ,»»•.' •• ..» >f.if ..u.i f ,
^•'* 0^,. .

•» t_i^ !

L^'';. .Aij
-

'

,

^|jf|^ijiti% *tt\ • e.h'‘. {It ,iL *tt<^ O. v,f
•* ^ ‘i!l*7/ i.''' '^', d

l^iJifiirT* ' iw3 J^#\ ,ti'.i I be#

'•• .io«?4‘» IVJ tfiej ,|W'^i-
'

’ f
'

'

‘3

Ti r •
,‘ jiiHijiK* *

1^. ^ 't * <!;

U: ^-i b>';^‘.' J
•'

tjrf, ]'/
“

• vd ,^or.:U^ jirfi ’
^

'*' 5



2G MU. ])EANE’S NAUIlATiVE.

mciit of tlio frolglit to ^lonsiciir ]\[oiitljicii. Monsieur ]Mau-

marcluiis could not procure the fusees out of the arsenals as he

expeeted, or at least but a small part of tliem, as he told me,

and I saw him at the time purchase rind pay for fifteen thousand

of Monsieur Monthieu, and smaller quantities of others.

As the transporting so large a train of artillery to the sea-

ports, and so many fusees and other warlike stores, must neces-

sarily have oeeasioned great speculation and reports, which the

British ministry could not long be ignorant of, and as the ex-

portation of these articles was expressly prohibited, ayc found

ourselves greatly cmbai'rassed.

Having no one at Court who could openly support me in my
operations, and, to avoid suspicions, venturing seldom to go

there myself, except secretly, I complied Avitli Monsieur Beau-

marchais’s }>roposal of sending out a number of officers Avith the

stores, and by fixing on such as should be recommended by

persons at Court, or of inlluence by their connections to procure

Avhat I found myself destitute of, friends and patrons. This

Avas the origin of m}^ contracts Avith officers; and for a full

explanation of it, and the grounds L Avent on Avith iMonsieur

Beaumarchais, I refer to his letter to Congress of the 23d of

klarcli last, No. 2.

Ilaving found that the want of remittances had put it out of

my poAver to execute the contract for Indian goods, I put into

the list given I^fonsieur Beaumarchais, as many of the articles

as he could venture to engage for, and applied myself Avholly

to the execution of this greater and more important commission.

I noAY fouml myself engaged in an allair Avhicli called for

assistance. I had taken no Secretary Avith me, and my re-

sources Avould admit of nothing inconsistent Avith the most rigid

economy. iMajor Bogers assisted meat times; he lodged in the

same hotel Avith me; but as he Avas there for the benefit of his edu-

cation, it Avas taking from that Avorthy young gentleman, Avith-

out any equivalent rcAvard, Avhat no one can afbrd to lose. He

mentioned ]\rr. Carmichael to me, Avhom I noAV have the pleasure
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MR. deanp:’.s narrative. 27

of seeing a member of this honorable Assembly, as a gentleman

of his aequaihtance, then at Taris on his way to America, but

tletainetl there for the recovery of his health; I was introduced

to liim. After conversing with him generally on the subject of

American affairs, he told me that he was acquainted and cor-

responded with i\[r. Arthur Lee, and showed me in the leaf of

a Pocket Dictionary, intelligence for Congress, or the Secret

Committee, written by l\lr. Lee; this satisfied me as to his

character, to vdiich before I was a stranger
;
but to my sur-

prise I found the same intelligence respecting hlr. .Reed and

'My. Langdon as had before been conveyed to me from Mr. Lee.

I expressed my astonishment to btr. Carmichael, and my extreme

uneasiness on that account, vdicn he made me for the first time

acquainted v.dth a part of iMr. Lee’s character, which was that of

being excessively Jealous and suspicious, and, as is usual wutli

such dispositions, inclined to receive and credit reports on the

most liglit and uncertain grounds.

Satisfied with my interview with iMr. Carmichael, T informed

him generally of my situation, and invited him to take his

lodgings with me, and favor me with his company and assist-

ance, which, as he had then made some progress in the language,

mighit be of advantage to my affairs, lie complied, and soon

after I received from Mr. Arthur Lee a letter, informing me

that he should pay me a visit in a few days incog.; but as seve-

ral other persons received the like intelligence, neither his

arrival nor his stay in Paris was a secret.

I wuas now in tiie midst of my affairs with Monsieur Deau-

marchais, and was with him every day. My first interview with

iNir. Arthur Lee was at tliis gentleman’s house. I afterwards

frequently met them together. Mr. A. Lee was every day at

my lodgings, and I spent all the vacant time I had with him.

I acquainted him wdth my prospects of procuring siqqdics, and

from wdiom; and he gave me the highest possible character of

My. Beaumarchais for his abilities and address. In the course

of our conversation on other subjects I entreated him to inform
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28 MR. DE axe’s NARRATIYE.

me on wliat grounds lie had gone in Ids information respecting

Mr. Reed and ^[r. Langdon. lie told me that as to Mr. Reed,

he really knew nothing more than that he formerly corresponded

with Lord Dartmouth, and that his brother-in-law, M. de Berdt,

was actually intimate with his lordship. But for Mr. Langdon

he said there could be no doubt, as ho was the last winter in

Ijondon, and frequently with the ministry. I replied, that as

to the latter, I laid s|)cnt the last winter with him in Bhiladel-

]diia; and as to the former, T could not think that such vague

and inconclusive circumstances were sullicient to authorize

sending general charges to Congress; for that charges of such

a complexion, and coming from such a person as himself, must

forever damn the reputation of tliose accused thereby, and

alarm and embarrass the public. To this Mr. Lee said, he

knew that a pcj-son of tlie name of Langdon had been in London

tlie last winter, and therefore he wrote, supposing, him to be

iMr. John Langdon of Bortsmouth; that he believed that he

was too sus|)ieious at times, and was glad that I had not sent

forward Ids letter. l\[r. Carmichael told him tliat he liad for

those and other reasons (having previously communicated to

me the contents of the Dictiomirv letter), delayed sending it on,

with which ]\lr. Lee was a})parently well satisfied.

I mention these circumstances here to show on what ground

a serious charge has since been brought by IMr. Lee against Mr.

Cai'iniehael for having o|Hmed and intercejited tliese dispatches,

as Avell as to give some idea how dillicult a part I had after-

wards to act with a colleague of such a dis})osition, who carried

his suspicions so far as often to declare without reserve, that

there were many in Congress, and even in their Select and

Secret Committee, who ought not to be trusted
;
these his sus-

picions, afterwards reported to persons in high rank, were, I am

informed, prejudicial to our affairs, because I liave been several

times seriously questioned on the subject by the minister.

iMr. Lee, during his stay at Baris, though I often spoke to him

of the ah’airs 1 had with Monsieur Beaumarchais, never inti-
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MK. deane’s narrative. 29

muted that he supposed that gentleman to have reeeived money

fi'om tlie Court of France to enable him to send out supplies,

nor was it ever hinted to me until many months after, when to

my surprise I learned that such intelligence had been sent to

Congi-css by Mr. Lee.

As I am now on this subject, I must take the liberty to go a

little forward in my narrative, and inform that after Mr. Tjcc’s

arrival in Paris as Commissioner, when he estranged himself

from iM. Beaumarchais, and, supposing him to be in disgrace at

Court, spoke as contemptuously of him as he had before been

high in his commendation, he asserted as a fact that Monsieur

]3caumarchais had told liim in London that he had received

two hundred thousand pounds sterling of administration for the

use of Congress. iMonsieur Beaumarchais constantly and posi-

tively denied his ever having said any such thing. As it is

not for me to determine which of these gentlemen is right, I

refer Congress to Monsieur Beaumarchais’s letter of the 23d

March, Vvdth the inclosed correspondence between him and Mr.

Lee, No. 2, to which may be added the account given by his

Excellency' Monsieur Gerard, on that subject, which is very

different from any supposition that those supplies were a gra-

tuity from the. Court of Prance. Certain it is, I did not con-

sider them as such at the time, for, on finding there was a sur-

plus of cannon in the arsenals to be disposed of, I vraited on the

minister and solicited the liberty of purchasing them, but was

refused. I then proposed to procure a man to purchase them,

on condition that he should not be called on for the payment

until he received his remittances from America. I could not

obtain this. My view in this was to obtain a longer and more

certain credit than could be relied on from any individual; this

application I made previous to my finishing my contracts with

Monsieur de Beaumarchais.

Having been acquainted with J^lr. iMcCreary at Bordeaux, I

wu’ote to him in Holland, that as he was returning to America,

and proposed embarking at Bordeaux, i prayed him to take
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MU. DEAXE S NARUATTVE.no •

Vi\v\s in Ills way tliitlicr, aiul to take the cliarge of my dls-

patclics
;
by this gentleman I wrote an exact account of all my

proceedings to the time of his sailing, which was in September.

I informed Congress of my contracts with klonsicur Beaumar-

chais and klonsiciir du Coudi-ay, and of the reasons which had

induced me to engage with the latter; that remittances must be

immediately made to the former, as I had not proposed more

than eight or ten months credit; that by much the greater part

of my bills had been })rotestcd, that the stores I had engaged

and the charges arising on them amounted to many millLons of

livres, for Avhicli I was responsible; and that at the same time

I hail not received one line from Congress since my leaving

America to that time.

Having dispatched kfr. klcCreary, I applied myself assidu-

ously to the sending the stores to the different ports
;
to the

procuring intelligence of whatever respected America
;
in set-

tling and keeping up a correspondence in diherent parts of

Europe, and in forming and cultivating an acquaintance with

those characters, who in their diflerent stations might promote

the interest of these States.

Doctor Bancroft paid me a second visit in the month of Oc-

tober.

I had made an acquaintance with the agent of the King of

Prussia, at Paris; and from tlie encouragements he gave me, I

was induced to prevail on Mr. Carmichael to make a journey to

Berlin, b}^ the ^vay of Amsterdam, with the view of obtaining

intelligence of the situation of affairs in those parts of Europe;

to give necessary information of the state of the American dis-

]mte, and to endeavor to open a correspondence and commerce

from thence for the benefit of the United States. He set out

from Paris in October, and returned in December. During his

journey he had an opportunitq^ of forming an acquaintance with

many persons of note, was well received by the minister at Ber-

lin, and performed such services as met with the approbation of

your Commissioners at Paris, who arrived just after his return.





,^IU. deaxe’s XAUEATIVE.

I need not bo more pai'ticular on this subject, as tlic lionorabic

gentleman is present.

J''rom my first engagements Avitli Monsieur Beaumarchais, I

was constantly embarrassed with a succession of obstacles in

the way of my getting tlic cannon and other stores to the sea-

ports from the inland magazines where they lay. Brance was

then fidl of British emissaries; the cannon were at Strasbourg

and in other interior parts; the moment they began to move,

intelligence was given, remonstrances made, and counter orders

issued. It would be tedious to recount the instances of this

kind, and perliaps improper to relate all the measures taken to

obviate the dilllculties which arose daily in our vmy.

The favorable point of light in whicli my friend ivlonsieur

Be;iuiiKircliais stood with the Prime ^Minister; his assiduity,

itddress, and the amazing feitllity of genius which lie displayed

for finding fresh resources on every occasion, enabled us to get

so well forward in the execution of our plan, that in 'November

nearly the Avhole of the stores were collected at hlarseillcs,

Nantes, Bordeaux, Havre, and Dunkirk, and ships ready at

those different ports to transport them to America.

About the last of November, 1776, klr. Beaumarchais went

to Havre de Grace to dispatch the Amphitrite and another ship,

viz., the La Seine, from thence. His noing and his errand soon

became publicly known, and he had only time to dispatch the

first ship before orders arrived from Court to stop them; simi-

lar orders Avere sent to the diiferent ports. IMuch Avas said on

the subject, and such an alarm gAcn that nothing more could

be immediately done, and he returned to Paris almost dis-

couraged, and much blamed at Court, of Avhich his, as Avell as

the enemies of America, took ad\mntage.

Just about this period I received advice of the arrival of Dr.

Prauklin at Nantes, Avith a commission appointing the Honor-

able A. Lee, Psep and myself, joint Commissioners Avith him at

the Court of Versailles, and with a commission appointing

Thomas l\rorris, Esep, Commercial Agent. I dispatched an
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express to London to inforni tlicsc gentlemen of tlioir appoint'

nient, and a few dtiys after met Lr. Franklin at Ycrsailles, and

conducted liim to my lodgings at Laris. Mr. Lee arrived a few

days after. Lr. Franklin took lodgings wliicli I liad provided

for him by liis desire, in liis letter to mo from Mantes, in tbe

same liotel with me, and l\Lr. Lee in a diilerent part of tlie city.

As soon as Dr. Franklin bad a little recruited liimself from

tlie excessive fatigues of bis voyage, we waited on liis Fxcel-"

lency iMonsieur de Yergennes, ^Minister for Foreign Alkdrs, and

presented liim with a copy of the commission we Iiad received.

Previous to this interview, the Amphitrite, dispatched by

iMonsieur Beaumarchais from Havre de Grace, returned into

Port L’Orient by reason of contrary winds, and of some diffu

culties and disputes among the passengers. The return of this

ship increased the reports then circulating in France, and

which, being transmitted to England, produced the most un-

favorable consequences.

At the interview with the minister, the Commissioners entered

only on general subjects, and Avere generally assured of the

utmost personal protection and civilities; were advised to con-

tinue as in a private character, in which the minister was pleased

to say I had done well; but as to the purport of our commission,

so many affairs of the utmost consequence Avere dependent

upon, and connected thereA\dth, that it recjuired the most serious

consideration. That he hoped Ave should be very happy in

France, and that he should be ahvays ready to render us every

service consistent Avith his station and the treaties subsisting

betAveen the Courts of Yersailles and London, Avhich his kla-

jesty Avould, on no occasion violate. He desired us, that, Avhen-

cver Ave had anything to communicate, Ave should do it directly

to him or to Monsieur Gerard, and be careful of speaking to

others. This Avas the substance of the conversation; after

Avhich I mentioned to his Excellency the situation in which the

cannon and stores I had purchased actually Avere, and prayed

his advice. On Avhicii lie asked mo of Avdioin 1 had purchased?

I
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Mil. DEANE’S NAIlllATIVE.

J told liim; lie said there bad been some very imprudent con-

duct in tlic alliur, and appeared to blame Monsieur Beaumar-

cliais on tlic subject; indeed, be appeared not desirous of

knowing anytbiug of tbe aflair, or willing to discourse on it at

that time, on wbicb we took our leave and returned to Paris,

wberc I laid tbe state of my case before my colleagues, and

found Mr. Lee persuaded from wbat bad passed between Mon-

sieur le Comptc de Yergennes and me, as well as from tbe com-

mon report in tbe city, that klonsicur Beaumarebais was a

disgraced and a ruined man. My colleagues determined that as

it was an affiiir undertaken solely by me, they W’Ould not med-

dle with it, but left it with me to conduct it tbrougb in tbe best

manner I could.

I visited ^ifonsicur Beaumarebais, and found bim sick and

confined to bis bed from tbe fatigue and vexation be bad under-

gone
;
never bad I found myself in so critical and distressed

situation as at that period. All tbe difficulties before removed,

were notbing to those I was then surrounded by.

Tlie stores, amounting to thirty thousand stand of arms com-

plete, near two hundred and fifty pieces of brass artilleiy,

clotliing, powder, kc., <kc., Avere ready in tbe ports, and ships

lying on expense ready to receive them. Tbe officers returned

were very clamorous. Monsieur de Coudray Avas loud in bis

complaints against ^lonsieur Beaumarebais and the agents for

sipiplying tbe ship, Avliilst Monsieur Beaumarebais and others

complained as loudly against tbe conduct of M. du Coudray.

Add to tins tbe intelligence of tbe very critical situation of our

armies in America, of the misfortunes they bad met Avitb, and

the distress they Avere in for tbcAvant of supplies, together Avitb

the reserve and coolness of the minister on tbe subject, put me

almost into a state of desperation; but as it Avas absolutely

necessary to do sometbing, I consulted Avitb iMonsieur Beau-

marebais Avbosc abilities and zeal I bad been long acquainted

Avitb, and,, however appearances Avere at court and in tbe city

then strongly against bim, I could not think of deserting,

5
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34 Mil. DE axe’s NAllllATIVE.

or icatlier permitting him to desert from or fall under the

great alTairs in hand, u’hich must inevitably have fallen vith

him.

We considered that the Arnphitritc alone had ten or t^yclvG

thousand stand oC arms, [d)Out sixty })ieccs of cannon, clothing

and blankets to a great amount; and it was veiy evident that

the getting that ship out to America would be a great and

eapitid su})ply.

To elTeet this T wrote to hlonsieur du Coudray, told him of

the complaints made against liim, and foi’bade his embarking

again in the Arnphitritc, or in any other vessel in whicli I was

concerned, d’he ^Minister of War sent orders to him to join his

corps immediately at Strasbourg, and Monsieur Bee.m-e^E’chais

sent his secretary, 1\1. hh'ancls, now his agent in these States, to

L’Orient with orders to clear out the ship as for the AVest

Indies, and to give security with the captain that she should

not go elsewhere. By this and other measures the ship got

again to sea, and {‘oitumitely arrived at Portsmouth in Aew
Hampshire in A|)ril following, just as the troops of these States

were taking the field.

I ought to mention here, th.at on the return of the ship in

Kovernber, 1777, the cai)tain was instantly arrested and im-

prisoned for the breach of his engagements. The shock which

this gave our credit, especially among the merchants and mo-

neyed men, is more easily to be conceived than expressed.

At. du Coudray came secretly to Paris. I saw him and ex-

postulated with him on what had passed, urging him to give up

for the present all thoughts of prosecuting his voyage to Ame-

rica. Tie was unwilling to agree to it, and chose to go out at

any rate. I told him he must not rely on my doing anything

further in his allaii’s; he was in danger of being arrested at

Paris on account of the order I before mentioned, and left the

city privately. After which two gentlemen of high rank, the

Bug de Pochclaucault and the Chevalier de Chattelicr, waited

on Dr. Pranklin and myself, Air. Lee being to the best of my
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MTi. deaxe’s narrative. 35

romcmbrnncc -out of town, aiul urged tliat I sliould not oppose

llie going out of iMonsieur du Coudraja I stated generally my
situation, but the clnu’acter and abilities of tins gentleman wmre

so strongly urged by Ids noble patrons, that Dr. Franklin re-

solved to write in Ids favor, and having wn'itten the letter, I

could no longer refuse joining him in it, which I did, on condi-

tion that jMonsicur du Coudray should not embark ki any of

the slii]is I ordered stores to be sent in, but tliat he should shift

for himself as well as he could.

iMr. Thomas klorris came to Ikiris soon after the Honorable

ISlr. ]jce, and Dr. Dancroft and IMr. AYilliams came with him on

a visit, the latter to Dr. Franklin, and the former more imme-

diately to me, on account of the cori-espondence between iw..

d'he CongTOSS had ordered the commercial agent to pay the

Commissioners ten thousand pounds sterling for their private

use, which he Avas not then able to do, but referred us to a

liankcr in Paris for our present demands and Avent to Hantes.

dTie manner in Avhich affairs Avere, as the Commissioners Avere

informed, conducted by him, gaAm them great uneasiness on

CAmry account. Tlicy AVere unceidain e\mn of the money neces-

sary for their support, and Avrote on the subject; in answer to

Avhich, iM. Gruel of Nantes Avrotc to the banker, klonsicur Sou-

lier, to ]iay us as avc should call for it ninety thousand liAwes,

or three thousand scAmii hundred and fifty pounds. Being in-

formed of this, the Commissioners Avrote to Congress their

opinion of Hr. Thomas iMorris, and to him to complete the

payment of the ten thousand pounds Avithout delay. The foibles

and extravagancies of tliis gentleman I hope Avill be buried

Avith him, and I desire only that it may be remembered that he

had it not in his poAver to comply Avith our demands as to the

money
;
he received remittances but sparingly, and orders for

goods very liberally.

IFwing received this assurance of money for otir support,

and a promise ot two millions of Hvrcs to be paid us by klon-

sicur Grand, Avhose brother, Sir George Grand of Amsterdam,
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30 MR. DEANE’s narrative.

then at Paris, wns very friendly to ns in that and in other mat-

ters, it was thought advisable for I\rr. Lee to set out for iMadrid,

as there a}>peared to be a prospect of doing something there,

and he could not for many reasons be of any immediate use to

these States at Paris.

Accordingly he set out to make that journey by the way of

Kantes and Poi’deaux, where it was thought lie might be of

service in examining personally in what manner our commercial

aflairs were transacted.

I now return to the aflair of the stores in which I was solely

engaged. S(Am after the sailing of the Amphitrite a second

time from Port L'Orient, the rumors before raised beginning to

subside, 1 consulted with l\[onsicur Bcaurnarcliais on measures

for sending out the others, and on finding a probability of suc-

cess, I was alarmed with the report that the arms as well as

other supplies were bad, and that I had been imposed on.

This was circulated, as I suspected at the time, by the enemies

of iMonsieur Beaumarchais, as well as of these States, but never-

theless it perplexed me exceedingly, business of the public pre-

vented my leaving Ihiris to go and examine those cargoes

myself. It would have been imprudent in me to have done it,

had I been at leisure, as sucli a step must have confirmed the

suspicions of those who conjectured that those cargoes were

designed for America
;
and a report pro[)agated by the enemies

of these States that the attempt to destroy the magazines, stores,

and shi[)ping at Portsmouth had been made in consequence of

my secret negotiations, had such an effect on the minds of the

weak and credulous, as well as on the desperate partisans of

Great Britain, that the minister advised me not to leave Paris,

and even to be on my guard as to the security of my })crson;

whilst there, and from the information he received, ho even

went so far as to give particular orders to the police, with

respect to my personal safety.

Thus situated, I proposed to Dr. Pranklin that i^[r. AYilliams

should go to Nantes, and examine the stores about to be shipped
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MPv. BEANE'S NAPPATIYE.

from tlicncc, and send np an account Iioy" lie found them, and

vsamplcs, by wliicb a judgment miglit be formed witli certainty,

and that Mr. Carmicbael should go to Havre dc Grace for the

same purpose. The Doctor approved, and these gentlemen

went; found everything in good order, and had the address to

ship off the stores, then ready at those ports, a principal part of

Avhich arrived in season for tlie operations of the campaign of

1777.

Mantes being a capital port, from which I found that further

exportations must be made, I prevailed on Mr. Williams to

return thither and to continue in the business until the whole

should be completed. I found this gentleman by this trial to

bo capable, and really a man of business, willing to sacrifice

everything for his country, and of the most disinterested and

generous principles. I therefore considered the fixing of him

at Mantes, in this business, as a valuable acquisition.

In the course of the examination of the public accounts it

will appear what business ho did, and what reward he received

therefor.

By the embarkation at Mantes and Havre, a considerable

part of the stores Avere shipped, yet a valuable part remained,

and the intelligence from America was such as by no means

helped forAvard the remainder. In a Avord, by a continued secret

negotiation, and the most assiduous attention to times and cir-

cumstances, the last of those stores Avere embarked at klarseilles

in September, 1777, on board the Flammand, Captain Landais,

Avhich ship had been Avaiting ten months on expenses to receive

her cargo. The cargo Avas finally shipped secretly, and at a

eonsiderable risk to the parties immediately eoncerned. This

ship fortunately arrived at Portsmouth in Moav Hampshire.

During klr. Lee’s absence on his journey into Spain, a eon-

tract Avas made AAuth the Farmers General for five thousand

hogsheads of tobacco, as per contract Mo. 3, and one million of

livres Avere received, the part to be advanced. The Commis-

sioners Avcrc now sure of three million of livres, equal nearl}" to
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38 Mil. deame’s narrative.

one Imndrccl and thirty-one thousand pounds sterling, to answer

the demands culready on them, and to enable them to procure

further supplies. When I mention the demands on the Com-

missioners, I ought to inform that the contract with IMonsieur

Lcaumarchais was considered as an affair entirely out of the

question, and solely between him and me, my colleagues having

declined being concerned, and that no money Avas' ever ad-

vanced or paid to him by the Commissioners.

I purchased of Monsieur Chaumont fifty tons of saltpetre,

and shipped it, on account of Congress, as ballast in American

Amssels going out previous to the arrival of my colleagues, and

paid him for it out of the money I carried Avith me. I had

purchased of the same gentleman two hundred tons of poAAvler,

for A\diich I had gi\mn my notes or bills, Avhich AA^erc paid out

of this money. These Avere all the purchases independent of

my contract Avith Monsieur Beaumarchais, Avhich I had made of

any consec[uence. The saltpetre cost nearly fiAm and a half

pence sterling, and the poAvder ten pence per pound.

Mr. Hodge, and soon after him Captain Bell arrAed, Avith

dispatches from Congress, in Avhich the Commissioners Avere

directed to fit out, if in their poAver to do it, armed cruisers

from France to annoy the Britisli trade in Europe, and blank

commissions Avere sent there for that purpose.

Previous to the arrival of Dr. Franklin and hir. Lee, I had

formed an acquaintance Avith iMonsieur Boux, a gentleman emi-

nent fur his knoAvledge in the construction of ships, and for his

bravery in commanding. Dr. Franklin and iMr. Lee coiiAmrscd

Avith him and a})pro\md his plans. This man Avas sent into

Holland by the Commissioners to build a large ship for the

United States, and tliree hundred thousand livres advanced to

Sir George Grand to carry on the Avork.

Dr. Franklin and myself, ktr. Lee then in Spain, made a con-

tract with this gentleman to come out to America as soon as the

ship should bo completed. This proceeding Avas not a secret to
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the ministry, for we made no considerable purchase or contract

witliout acquainting tlicm with it.

Mr. Hodge soon went for Dunkirk, to purchase and fit out

from thence a cruiser, and took with him a credit on the house

of i\Icssrs. iMorrels at that place.

Captain AYeeks, on his first coming into France, brought Avith

him two prizes Avhich he disposed of Avithout difllcultju lie

refitted, made a cruise, and brought in three others Avhich he

also disposed of. This gave us encouragement to proceed in

executing the Avishes of Congress, signified by the Secret Com-

mittee.

Captain Johnson arriAUng at Bordeaux in tlie Lexington, and

the Commissioners having purchased a cutter, it Avas agreed to

refit and send out Captain AYeeks and Captain Johnson in their

vessels, and Captain Nicholson in tlie cutter, on a more consi-

derable expedition. Accordingly they sailed, nearly as I re-

member, some time in April, 1777, Aviththe design of intercept-

ing the Irish linen ships. They cruised some time in the

Channel and Irish Sea, and missing the great object in vicAv,

they took, burnt, and sunk near tAventy sail of Amssels of small

value, and sailing round Ireland returned into St. Maloes and

Alorlaix in France, Avith a part of their prizes. This caused

great alarms in England and Ireland, raised the price of insu-

rance, and brought OAmr Avarm remonstrances from the British

Alinistry.

From Dunkirk, Air. Hodge fitted out Captain Conyngham a

cutter, Avith the design of intercepting a rich packet-boat from

Harwdeh, destroy some of the transports carrying over the

Hessian troops to England, and to cruise in the Noilhern

Ocean. Captain CoiiAmgharn captured a packet-boat, and siq)-

posing he had intercepted important intelligence, unadvisedly

returned into port. He also toolc a brig on his return. Air.

Hodge came up to Paris Avith the letters taken in the packet.

Orders Avere sent from the court to restore the tAvo prizes, to

detain Captain Conyngham’s atsscI, and to imprison him and
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liis people. These orders were exeeiited; but these expeditious

caused a great sensation to tlie llritish commerce
;
and for the

first time since Britain was a maritime power, the Biver Thames

and other of its ports were crowded with Brcnch and other ships

taking in freight, in order to avoid the risk of having British

property captured.

After the alarm had a little subsided, liberty was oktained to

send Captain Gonyngham and his people out of France, in

another vessel, d’o elTect this, Mr. Carmichael Avent with iMr.

Hodge to Dunkirk, purchased and fitted out a second vessel

Avell armed against the insults of British cruisers, and ordered

Captain Conyngham not to cruise or commit liostilitics on the

coast of h'ranee. Captain Conyngham sailed Avith the resolution

of folloAving his orders, but he had not been long at sea before

his people mutinied and obliged him to make prizes. This

rcncAvcd the alarm in Fmgland, occasioned fresh aiid AAvarm

complaints from tliat side; to silence Avhich, j\[r. Hodge Avas

confined in the Bastile fur live or six Avecks, Avhcrc he Avas

treated as avcII as a [trisoner could be, and suffered in nothing

but the confinement, Avhieh indeed Avas sufiiciently severe to one

of his s})irit and feelings.

Captain Conyngham pursued his cruise, sailed round England

and Ireland,, and carried a prize Avith him into Spain, Avhich,

from the then situation of affairs there, turned to little account,

as did some others he afterwards captured.

Mr. Hodge from the first took an. interest in the ax'sscI, and

advanced his proportion of the money, and finding this adven-

ture Avas noAV become an object too trifling to take wp our at-

tention, I proposed a sale of the ])ublic interest in the Amssel to

Mr. Boss and kir. Hodge. iMr. Hodge delivered his accounts

to i^^r. A. Lee and Avent for Spain, but the bargain Avas ncAmr

formally completed, OAving to some dilliculties on the ])art of

'My. Lee.—While on the sul)ject of marine alliiirs, I Avill here

take the liberty to finish the information 1 have to give on those

afiairs. Orders Avere given to detain Captain AV^eeks and all the
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oilier armed American vessels, but after a few weeks they -were

permitted to sail. The Captains Johnson, AVecks, and others,

drew on the Commissioners for the repairs of their vessels,

whilst the eornmercial agents and others, disposed of the prizes

and rendered no account to the Commissioners; this occasioned

Dr. Dranklin and myself to give orders to the Captains to order

tlicir prizes to the care and disposition of Mr. Williams. The

amount of those expenses was, as will appear by the accounts,

very large. Twm valuable Jamaica ships wmre captui’ed and

brought into Nantes b}^ armed vessels belonging to the subjects

of these States, and put into the care of Mr. W. Lee and Mr.

AVilliams. After iMr. Williams had sold in the usual manner a

])art of their cargoes, and after l\[r. AVilliams had advanced a

considerable sum to the captains, the whole of the prizes by

order from court waas taken out of his hands, confiscated to the

king on account of their having entered as if coming from St.

hlustatia, which proved a false entigg and afterwards they wmre

by the king restored to their original owners. This was during

the month of August, 1777. I had afterwards, with the assist-

ance of Afonsieur Chaumont, wdio interested himself in this

affair, sufficient influence to obtain the most ample satisfaction

to be made to the captors. The privateers were the Boston

and Hancock. The sum obtained for them in favor of the cap-

tors being four hundred thousand livres, or seventeen thousand

f ve hundred pounds sterling, in 'which afair Aionsieur Chau-

mont and myself were solely active.

Captains Thomson and Ilinman arrived in the month of

November, 1777, in two of the continental frigates at Port

L’Orient with two prizes, which they sold without difficulty,

but at a low rate. Their equipments exceeded the continental

share to a large amount, as will be seen in the general state of

the public accounts.

Captain Cleveland arrived at Bordeaux in a merchant ves-

sel chartered and loaded by order of Congress to the direction

of Mr. iMirkle, who had made a contract with the commercial

0
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committee, and was promised fifteen thousand pounds sterling*,

to be paid him in France. This gentleman, after purchasing

part of 'the goods, and being disappointed of the money pro-

mised him, was thrown into tlie most distressing situation, and

Captain Cleveland, unable to return, the Commissioners were

in consequence obliged to advance money on that aecount, as

will be seen in the general state of the aecount delivered; be-

sides these dilTerent sums advanced by the Commissioners, they

had to pay for paekets to a considerable amount.

Before I return to the general thread of my narrative, I must

injustice say that, through the whole of these embarrassments

and apparent hard treatment from court, the result of political

necessity, the American subjects of these States were every-

where kindly received by the people in France, and treated in

the most friendly and hospitable manner. Equal justice to my
colleagues as well as to myself obliges me also to say, that the

principal part of this as well as of every other executive part

of the public business was devolved on me.

Soon after receiving assurances of two millions of livres, it

Avas proposed to appropriate a part thereof to the payment of

the interest of the money then borroAving by Congress in Ame-

rica, and that avc should AAudte to Congress and inform them

that the interest of their loan would be paid in Europe at the

rate of live livres the dollar. I strenuously objected to this

measure, hly reasons against it Avere, first, that the lenders of

the money in America had no right to, nor did they expect

other money in ])ayment of their interest than Avhat the}^ depo-

sited in the loan offiee. That the exchange being in favor of

Europe and against America, supposing the money lent to haAm

been actually in specie, five livres in France must be of more

value than a milled dollar in America. These appeared to me

reasonable objections, if no depreciation took place on the Conti-

nental currency, but the money had actually begun to depreeiatc

before the loan offices Avere opened, and ho ay low it Avould fall

Avas impossildc to be foreseen, ddiat the monc}^ we had, and the
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wliole we could venture to count on receiving from tlic remit-

tances to be made, would fall sliort of the demands upon us

ah'cady, and those which must be made on us in the course of

the year for supplies. It was easily made evident that no part

of the Commissioners’ stock actually in hand and expected, could

be appropriated, were the other objections removed. The whole

amount, including the million received of the Farmers General,

was but three millions of livres, or one hundred and thirty-one

thousand two hundred and fifty pounds sterling.

The Commissioners, through the agency of Sir George Grand,

received general encouragement, that the interest of the money

borrowed in America should be paid in France, but never re-

ceived anything in writing on the subject. Had a promise been

ever so explicitly made for tlic interest, still, my f rst objections

remained, the last of them in full force, and a new and obvious

one arose, which w'as, that if we could rely on the payment even

of the interest of but five or ten millions of dollars in Europe,

tliat sum might on tins security be borrowed in Europe; Avhich

must at that very time liave been more than fifty per cent,

more valuable than a loan of so much paper in America. To

this it was answered, that it was of the last importance to keep

up the credit of the Continental papeig that although the paper

had begun to depreciate among individuals before tliey placed

it in the public loan, yet the public ought not to know any dif-

ference between their pa]ier and specie
;
that this measure would

effectually prevent any future depreciation, and give the paper

of Congress such a credit and circulation that the war might'bc

carried on without any foreign loan; and many arguments were

urged to show that a foreign loan ought not to be made, if it

could possibly be avoided. To me it appeared tiiat a foreign

loan was necessary, absolutely so, from the moment the paper

remitted exceeded the amount of the specie necessary in circula-

tion, for that, from that moment, a depreciation must commence.

These were the arguments used, and, hoping for the best, I sub-

mitted and joined in the letter wrote to the Secret Committee on

i’
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that subject. After which, to the time of my recall, I exerted

what influence and address I was master of to obtain in writing

a promise of the interest to a certain amount, but without suc-

cess, never obtaining more than general encouragement, and

that commonly through a third person.

During Islv. Lee’s absence a resolution of Congress was re-

ceived, ordering the Commissioners to purchase a large number

of suits of clothes for the army, a number of brass cannon, to

the amount of about two hundred
;
to procure on loan or other-

wise, several ships of the line.

At the same time instructions were received to make addi-

tional proposals to France and Spain, to induce them to declare

in our favor, and to negotiate a loan of money. "With tliQse

dispatches came an order to the commercial agents to supply

the Commissioners with money for the above purchases, and a

commission appointing Dr. Franklin Commissioner to the

Court of Spain.

On application to the minister, which was in iMarch, 1777, we

received for answer that the proposals should bo taken into

consideration, and that no answer could be immediately given
;

that he could afford no assistance, either in procuring the can-

non or ships; that as to the loan, we were at liberty to negotiate

it on the best terms, only advised us not to offer a greater in-

terest than Franco gave, as they were then borrowing; that he

thought it prudent for ns to use what funds we might have at

command, and what credit we dare venture upon in procuring

the most essential part of the supplies.

In addition to the other disbursements, a magazine of arms

had been purchased at Hantes for two hundred and twenty

thousand livres (see FTo. 4), which, with four hundred and lifly

thousand livres advanced in payment for goods purchased by

Mr. Ross for Congress, had diminished our original stock nearO 7 O

one-half.

As to the loan, after much deliberation. Dr. Franklin and

m}'Self proposed making a trial whether individuals could not
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be iiKluccel to advance money on tlie security wLicli could be

^Iven tliem on the vacant lands. It was what had often been

tliouglit of, and the moneyed men seemed to listen to tlic plan,

but beford we made any proposals to them, or had digested the

])Ian to be laid before Congress, we received a letter from the

Secret Committee in answer to one before wrote them on the

subject, that it was uncertain what vacant lands there, were in

America, or Avhethcr there were any, or words to that purpose.

Previous to the receipt of tliis letter we had a prospect of a

loan, having laid proposals (see iSTo. 5), before many capital

houses and bankers; but on this we now dare venture no further,

and we set ourselves to do the best in our power with the

money in hand, amounting at that time to little more tlian

fifteen liundrcd thousand livres, or about slxty-fve tliousand

pounds sterling.

A contract Avas made by Dr. Dranklin and myself, hlr. Leo

being absent, with Messrs. Ilolker, Sabattier, fls, and Despricz,

for ten thousand suits of clothes, afterwards increased to fifteen

thousand, and for fifteen thousand pair of stockings, <kc.

A contract with Monsieur Monthieu for ten thousand suits

and some lesser articles.

With klr. Williams for ten thousand suits, a number of shirts,

shoes, &c.; and finding no proper vessels to be chartered on

good terms, a frigate mounting thirty-two carriage guns, since

commanded by Captain Nicholson, was contracted for, and a

largo ship commanded by Captain Greene purchased, both

which arrived safely in America Avith their cargoes.

A contract also Avith Monsieur Coder for about fifteen hun-

dred suits, besides lesser purchases of shoes and other articles.

Mr. A. Lee A\ms present at the making of part of these con-

tracts or purchases; the more capital ones Avere made during

his absence in Spain, and afterwards in Germany and Prussia.

KnoAving how much these articles Avere Avanted, and flattering

ourselves that avc should receive remittances in the course of

the year, avc ventured to engage far beyond our capital in hand.
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4G MR. DEANE’s narrative.

Our cx})cnscs for tlic relief of Americans escaping from prison •

in England, and for other contingencies, increased daily on ns.

i\Ir. Lee went no further than Burgos, the Court of iMadrid

having been, as it was said, advertised of his coming and errand,

through his indiscretion in communicating it to many, and

fearing the consequences, sent and stopped him there, where

the minister met him. As he has sent an account of his nego-

tiations to Congress, I refer to that, and need only say here,

that besides the supplies which he procured to be shipped by

the house of Gardoqui & Eurcs at Bilboa, to Boston, about two

hundred thousand livres were remitted to Paris, which l\[r. Lee,

on receiving his commission for l\Iadi-id, took the direction of,

and the Commissioners at Paris were never permitted to make

any use of it towards discharging the contracts they had made

in France.

Soon after klr. Lee’s return, he was made acquainted with

what had been done in his absence. Mr. ITolker, who had the

management and direction of the principal contract, waited on

Mr. Lee, to inform him of the fashion in which he proposed tiie

coats should be made, and to consult him on an improvement

of the lapels by continuing them quite down, so as to join the

waistband of the breeches, which would take about oiie-sixth of

an ell of cloth and four buttons more than the usual fashion;

but that it would guard the body from the cold in the most

tender part of it, kc.

Mr. llolker and the gentlemen with him met with the mosp

disgusting reception; everything was by kfr. Lee found fault

with. Mr. llolker very patiently heard him, and pertinently

answered his several objections: that as to the improvement on

the lapels, it was so great, and the expense so very trifling,

that sooner than give it up, he would even be content to throw

the extra expense out of bis account. To which kfr. Lee re-

plied, that if he did, he had still an objection that could not be

got over, it was the additional weight of the Ibur buttons and

one-sixth of cloth, which must help to fatigue the soldier in his
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.AlU. DEANE’S NAEEATTVE. 47

inardiiug. Holkcr and the other gentlemen at this lost all

patience, and refused ever after to have anything to do with

liim, as did almost every other person with Avhom we had

formed any connections. I mention this, though a trifling

cii'cumstance in itself, to show tlie character of Mr. Lee as to

business in the commercial way, and the necessity I was under

of taking in a manner the whole executive part on myself,

which I constantly proceeded in with the advice and approba-

tion of Dr. Franklin, and also on account of Mr. Lee’s having

since, in his letter to Congress, peremptorily declared that he

never was made ac(|uaintcd with those contracts.

It is a delicate subject, but justice requires me to say that the

ji'ulous disposition of iMr. Lee, which led him to apprciieud de-

signs injurious to him in cveiyone he dealt Avith, and the liber-

ties lie took in expressing himself on that and other subjects,

gave a general disgust, and often proved prejudicial to our

atVairs.

After ]\[r. Lee’s return from Spain, I proposed to go to Hol-

land, where I had previously, and from the first of my being in

France, established a correspondence, and thence northward, in

hopes of doing something towards obtaining a loan and other

stqiplics, but the situation of affairs Avould not admit of my
leaving Paris, klr. Lee undertook the journey, and at Berlin

had the misfortune to have his papers stolen, of whicli, with

(4her transactions during his journc^q ho has, I presume, in-

formed Congress.

Some time in February, or early in hfarch, 1777, I received

in a letter from Mr. Robert kforris information that Mr. IFilliam

Lee, then in London, Avas appointed commercial agent jointly

Avith !Mr. Thomas kforris, then at Mantes. I informed kfr. Leo

of the intelligence I had received by the post, but received no

answer; and he arrived in Paris some time in June.

During the absence of Mr. Arthur Lee at Berlin, he tarried

until his return, and soon after Avent to Mantes.

I’he commercial affairs of the Congress Avere then greatl}^
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48 MR. I) rank’s NARRATIVK.

deranged, and AVilliam Lee, as I was informed by 'Mr. Wil-

liams’s letters, by wliicli it appears that Mr. AVilliam Lee told

liim tliat having a considerable interest in London, and his

fiiraily still there, he chose for the present not to act, or be

known publicly in American alTairs, contenting himself with

only joining with Mr. T. Morris in complaining, in a letter to

the Commissioners, of their appointing IMr. W^illiams to take

charge of the prizes sent into Nantes by the Continental ves-

sels
;
and soon after receiving a commission for the Court of

A^icnna, and a commission for the Court of Berlin, he returned

to Paris, and again complained of the appointment of klr. Wil-

liams, and of the irregularities of his colleague. What passed

in this conversation I have already laid before Congress in wri-

ting, in my observations on iMr. Izard’s letter, which I shall

beg leave to read (No. 0).

ktr. William Lee continued at Paris until some time in

klarch, except going to Nantes to take possession of the late

klr. Thomas Morris’s papers. In Pebruary, the Commissioncus

paid to him and Palph Izard, Ksq., who had been appointed

commissioner to the Court of Tuscany, forty-eight thousand

livres or two thousand louis d’ors each to enable them to pro-

ceed to execute their resj)cctivc commissions.

Mr. W. Lee made several complaints respecting kfr. Wil-

liams having the care of the prizes sent into Nantes, and of the

Continental ships of war which arrived, being addressed to him,

to which he was answered that we had conceived the appoint-

ment came within our power and instructions; that everything

was in disorder at Nantes when he was appointed, and if he,

Mr. W. Lee, had been there himself, and acting as commercial

agent, the appointment would not have been made; that l\[r.

Williams had served the public ably and faithfully; but that

as he had much other business on hand, there was no objection

to his giving up that part; but a difference arising between the

Commissioners on a letter propo.sed to be sent, no order was

given (No. 7).
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MR. LEAXE’s NARllATIVE. 40

}.rr. W. Lee being about to set out for Vienna, appointed

deputies under him in the commereial department in different

ports, ^fr. AVilliams wrote me that although ho had hitlierto

done the business at a moderate rate, with the view of serving

liis country, ho could by no means accept of Mr. W. Lee’s offer

of dividing the commissions with him, but would sooner

resign the business entirely. I confess, the thought of losing

so able, faithful, and active a person, and one who had rendered

himself agreeable to the citizens and merchants of France, hurt

me, but I could not as his frieiid advise him to submit to such

ignominious conditions as those proposed to him. Air. AVil-

liams’s letter before Con caress, which I shall bc" leave to read,

will show his way of tliinking, and the treatment he lias met

with. (Vo. 7.) To return a little in my narrative:

—

By the month of August, 1777, all the stores IM. Beaumar-

chais had })rocurcd were shipped, except those at Alarseilles,

where a ship had been in readiness to receive them from the

month of December preceding; taking advantage at this time

of some favorable circumstances, M. Beaumarchais found an

opportunity of shipping them.

Al. Alonthieu, from whom the ship had been originally char-

tered, represented that the whole of his freight had not been

paid him for the ships already sent out. That one had been

taken, and the other detained in America, for which he ought

to be allowed; that the ship then at Alarseillcs, chartered by the

ton, had been long on expense to him. I consulted with Dr.

Franklin, and we agreed that Alonsicur Chaumont should settle

the allowance that should be made him on his return from

Alarscilles; on which he set out and dispatched the ship, which

fortunately arrived at Portsmouth. After the return of Alon-

sicur Alonthieu, Al. Chaumont declined meddling at first, on ac-

count of the difficulty he said there was in doing any business

with Air. Lee, and as AI. Alonthicu’s contract for clothing was

not completed, a settlement was put oh, that the whole concern

witli him might be finished together.

7
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50 MJi. DEANE’S NAKKATLVE.

In Scptcmljcr, 1777, I laid beforo my collcagncs a general

state of our expenditures and engagements, by Avliieli it ap-

peared that they far exceeded our funds
;
and no remittances

from America, but on tliu contrary bills 'were draAvn on us from

tlicnce by order of Congress for large sums; avc Averc greatly

embarrassed; the most unfavorable intelligence arriving at the

same time from America, avc Avcrc Avcllnigb discouraged. It

Avas proposed, CAmn by Dr. Franklin, tliat avc should dispose of a

part of the clothing provided, and of the ships engaged, to ex-

tricate our aflhirs.

To avoid so desperate a step, fresh applications Avcrc made

;

and the Court going to Fontainblcau, I Avent there repeatedly in

the most private manner, and in the end Monsieur Grand Avas

authorized to supply us Avith three millions of livres, in four

equal or quarteil}^ payments for the year 1778. This enabled

the Commissioners to go on Avith the supplies contracted for

;

thougli by tlic appearance Avhich our affairs then took, and the

unhivorable intclligenee from America, Ave Avere still greatly

embarrassed.

During the summer, 1777, previous to the knoAvledgc of the

situation and success of the afhiirs in America arriving in

Europe, distant hints Avere given by the friends of administra-

tion in England about an accommodation, and Dr. Derkenhout,

Avho klr. Lee informed us Avas in the confidence of Lord Eorth,

Avent so far as to correspond Avith kir. A. Lee on tlie subject,

and to propose a meeting Avith him; but suggested, that as it

Avas reported that there Avas not a good understanding betAvecn

the Commissioners, it Avould be to little or no purpose, ktr.

Lee Avas authorized to say to him, that Ave kncAV of no difier-

ence subsisting betAveen us that ought to prevent any proposi-

tions being made to him for the public good.

Soon after this, the ncAvs arrived of the success of General

Burgoyne to the nortliAvard at Ticonderoga, ckc., and of the ex-

pedition of General IIoAve.
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' I licard 110 more of Dr. Bcrkciiliout until liis imprisonment

in lliis ell}'.

The assurances of tlie three millions before mentioned, ena-

bh.'d us to go on Avitli the supplies; but from the extraordinary

vigilance of the British emissaries, and the unfavorable appear-

ance of tlic affairs of these States at that time, and previous to

the receiving of the news of General Burgoyne’s surrender, we

proceeded with the utmost caution and secrecy.

The ship, building in Holland, had from the first been carried

on under the name of another person; yet from the intelligence

published in London, soon after the loss of iMr. Lee’s papers at

Berlin, we found that this transaction as well as some others

liad transpired, and that it would not be in our power to get

the ship to sea, without great and inevitable risk of a ca[)ture.

In France, the frigate and other business carrying on at Mantes

we were obliged to conceal under other names, notwithstanding

which, we met with many, and to appearance, insuperable ob-

stacles, which rose in succession until some time in the vfintcr

following.O

111 ikovember, the Amphitrite returned with a cargo of rice,

and a trifle of indigo, after having been near twelve months

detained, from her first being taken into the service of these

States. This cargo, and one of lumber and spars, shipped in the

iMorcure from Portsmouth, were to this time the only remit-

tances made for the stores shipped out by Monsieur Beaumar-

chais. The captain, I have already mentioned, was imprisoned

for breach of his engagements, and the Commissioners pro-

posing to apply the proceeds of the cargo of the Amphitrite to

the demands then upon them, M. Beaumarchais represented

that the large sums he had advanced had exhausted his re-

sources and those of his friends, and the want of remittances

had discouraged them. And that if he was deprived ol‘ a cargo,

which would little more than pay the hire and expenses of the

shi].'), his afialrs would become truly despei'atc, as he should
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52 Mil. deaxe’s XARJIATIYE.

tben have no hopes of anything. The Commissioners delivered

him the eargo.

Several persons had reported to the Commissioners that the

eannon and 'warlike stores shipped by him 'would bo taken on

[aeoount of] the ministry. They reported this as coming from

the minister; baton application, which I several times made

in person, I never obtained any such assurance, pr even en-

couragement from them. On the last application I made, I was

told that the Congress would do well to make remittances as

fast as they could, according to my engagements Avith him, and

that it would be best to have the account finally settled in

France. To this purpose the Commissioners, on my reporting

to them, Avrote to the Secret Committee.

Dr. Bancroft having been involved in the suspicion of being

privy to the firing the stores at Portsmouth, and finding him-

self growing obnoxious to the administration and their jiarti-

sans in London, left Lngland early in the year 1777, and came

to Paris, Avhere he most assiduously devoted his time and abili-

ties to the service of his country, and assisted the Commission-

ers in Avriting for them, and by keeping up a correspondence

Avith his friends in London, from Avhom good and useful intelli-

gence Avas obtained..

In December, Mr. Austin arri\md from Boston Avith the re-

viving and important news of the surrender of General Bur-

goyne and his army. This was, if I may so say, like a sovereign

cordial to the dying. It roused and reanimated the friends of

America in every part of Europe.

Soon after the receipt of this intelligence, the Commissioners

sent one Mr. Thornton, a person Avho had been introduced to

Dr. Franklin, to London, Avith money for the American prison-

ers. After his return, he Avas employed by Mr. A. Lee as his

secretary, and Avas aftei'Avards sent by him to London and

Nantes, on affairs Avhich the other Commissioners Avere not

acquainted Avith. The more I kncAV and heard of this man, the

more I found him, at least, to be imprudent.
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3’lie interview" w’illi his Kxccllciicy, ]\lonsicur Gerard, on the

Uhh of Deecinber, and wdiat then passed, have been i'uHy re-

lated to Congress in the dispatches sent out by Mr. Simeon

])eane and Captain Courter.

Tiie jealous and uneasy disposition of Mr. A. Lee, which had

from the first given Dr. Franklin and myself much trouble, had

been constantly increasing; and the dissatisfaction with, and

contempt of, the French nation in general, which he took no

} tains to conceal, often gave us pain, and rendered himself sus-

pected by many.

Soon after the arrival of the new"s of General Burgoyne’s

defeat, ap])lications w'ore, by various wuays, made to Dr. Frank-

lin and myself, separately, and in a secret manner, by the British

emissaries, to agree to an accommodcition, and flattering pro-

posals made, w’ith wliich Ave actpiainted each other, and after-

w'ards eommunicated them to the minister.

INTr. Lee now^ indulged his natural disposition so far that my
colleague. Dr. Franklin, Avas of opinion that his head Avas af-

fected. llowever that might be, after every article of the

treaties Avere agreed to betAvecn his Excellency, Monsieur

Gerard and the Commissioners, and Avhilst they Avere engross-

ing to be signed, IMr. Lee expressed great uneasiness, and inti-

mated to Dr. Franklin and myself that he could not sign them

unless altered in the eleventh and tAvelfth Articles
;
on Avhich

Ave referred him to }v[onsieur Gerard, Avho, he told us had satis-

fied him on the subject, and in consequence thereof he signed

the treaty jointly Avith us on the Gth of February, at my house

in Baris; and an engagement was given on each side that the

transaction should be kept a secret.

The frigate sent out Avith the dispatches, by IMr. Simeon

Deane, meeting Avith an accident at sea, returned into port soon

after the signing of the treaties, and a second AA"as immediately

dispatched, in Avliich he embarked Avith copies of them.

In the month of February, ^Ir. Fox declared, in the House of

Commons, that the treaties Avere executed, and named the day.
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Tills caused many speculations and suspicions, wliicli, wlictlior

well or ill founded, Avere attended with no material ill conse-

quence at the time, as the treaties Averc soon after publicly

announced to the Court of London by the ambassador of

France.

I had ncAmr any correspondence in London previous to my
first going to Europe, nor afterwards, except Avitlp]\[r. Arthur

Lee, Mr. 'William Lee, Dr. Dancroft, and Avlth one or two

Americans accidentally there on business. !M. Fetry, a gentle-

man of character, indeed, shoAved me a letter from his friend in

London, in Avhich he sent him an extract of a letter he had

I’cceived from Mr. Lee, dated the 6th of February, the day the

treaty Avas signed, to him in London, informing him generally

of the event Avhicli had taken place. I mention this, as some

pains have been taken to represent as if this intelligence was

given by Dr. Franklin or myself.

To expedite the recovery of the two Jamaica jirizes detained

at Nantes, ^Ir. Carmicliael, avIio Avas coming out to America,

Avent doAvn to Nantes, and it Avas agreed to send our dispatelies

after him. AFhcn they Avere ready, Mr. A. Lee insisted that they

should not be sent by him, but by a Mr. Stephenson, Avho had

just come to Paris from London. Dr. Franklin and myself in-

sisted upon sending them by Mr. Carmichael. Air. Lee urged

his suspicions of Air. Carmichael, founded on the affair of the

Dictionary, of Avhieh I had heard nothing from the first transac-

tion to that moment. This appeared the more extraordinary,

as the Dictionary had been, for some time after Air. Lee’s being-

in Paris, in common use on my table as a Dictionary, and he

had never mentioned anything to cither Dr. Franklin or myself

about it until that time. A dispute arose thereon, needless to

be related, and Dr. Franklin and myseff sent out the dispatches

as Avo had first agreed, by Air. Carmichael. Air. A. Lee, Mr.

AV. Lee, and Air. Izard sent theirs by Air. Stephenson.

The first great object of our labors and AAUshes being noAV

obtained in tlu‘ treaties, T set myself to eomjdete Avhnt I con-
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3JK. DEANE\s XAKJiATlVE. OO

^l<lorecl as tlic sccondar}^, tliat of obtaining a loan in Holland

for tlieso States. I had previously corresponded and made

interest with some of the principal houses in Holland on the

.subject, and was assured of the credit and assistance of some

persons of high rank in France.

The stores and clothing were then nearly all shipped, and ar-

rangements taken for the p)aymcnt as the accounts should be

l)rought in and tlie money become due. As it would take two

or three months to have the several accounts collected, I pro-

posed the spending that time in Holland on this negotiation,

when, on the 4th of ]\[arch, I received a letter from the Horn.

Mr. Lovcl, with the order of Congress of the 8th of Hcccmber,

1777 (No. 10). I communicated this letter to Dr. Franklin,

wlio was of opinion that though the dispatches sent out by Air.

Simeon Deane and by Captain Courtcr would give the state of

afl’airs in Europe to Congress, yet as we had received no letters

from Congress for several months, and as avc had proof of the

intrigues and artifices of the enemy, it was best for me, not-

withstanding the unsettled state of the public accounts, to re-

turn
;
he urged that my detention in America could not be for

any time, and that, accidents excepted, I might be back in

Krance in season for their final settlement.

Having taken his advice 1 Avaited on the minister, acquainted

liim AAUth my recall. I found him uneasy on account of some

reports that Avere circulating, and particularly so on the report

of the appointment and going out of the Commissioners for

America, an event Avdiich soon after took place. He told me

that a frigate, or cAmn a ship of the line should be instantly

ready to go out A\dth me, and that, Avith respect to the aflairs in

France, Avliich I must necessarily IcaAm unsettled, tliey A\muld

not probably suffer in my absence. Finding it a laA'orablc occa-

sion, I took tlie liberty, as an individiud, to urge an immediate

declaration of the treaties to the Court of London, and the

sending out of a strong squadron, tlicn nearl}^ ready at Tknlon.

After several intervicAvs on the subject, the measure Avas
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5G MK. DEANE’S NAKUATIVE.

[idoptcd, and I engaged tliat tlic affair should bo a secret on my
part to all, except Dr. Franklin and Dr. Bancroft, with whom
my situation was such that it could not be concealed from

them
;
to the former it was told by orders from the minister.

I had to induce the minister to order the fleet direct to the

Delaware, laid before him the great certainty of the success, as

well as urged the greatness of the object. I also informed hini

that I could procure four brave and skilful American captains,

acquainted with the American coast, to embark in the fleet with

me, which I was desired to do, and I engaged Captain All,

Captains II. and E. Johnson, and Captain ISTicholson, and pre-

sented them to the minister.

On the 19th of March the Commissioners were publicly pre-

sented to the king, and on the night of the 31st I secretly left

Paris with the four gentlemen above mentioned, haviny pre-

viously agreed with Monsieur Gerard on the diflerent routes we

should take, and written such letters and taken such measures

as would most probably cover our real designs.

Previous to my setting out, I obtained of M. Grand, our

banker, an account of all the moneys received or paid out on

the public account, which I brought with me, and which has

been for some time before Congress; which account must,

nevertheless, be liable to be misunderstood without my per-

sonal presence, complicated, extensive, and unsettled as they

naturally were. Duplicates were also given to Dr. Franklin

and Mr. Lee, and I left with the former what public papers

were in my hands and an explanation of the account. It was

all that the little time I had would permit me to do, the greater

part of the accounts being then unsettled, without which, no

general account could be made, and the order for my recall and

Mr. Lovel’s letter, which were all the information I received of

the motives for my recall, giving me to understand that the

desire of Congress pointed to an information of the state of

afliiirs in Europe, I by do means conceived that I was so sud-

denly called upon to render in an exact state of an account
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uliich demanded necessarily a mncli longer time to complete

tlum was allowed me by the terms of the recall; nor, in addition

to this, could I possibly conceive that the nature of the recall

was such as to require of me, individually, an account of the

joint transactions in money matters of myself and colleagues.

My other papers I lodged in a place of safety.

I ought to mention that copies of the correspondence' of the

Commissioners on political subjects, and other papers of a poli-

tical nature, had been kept by Dr. Franklin from his first arrival.

Living with him in the same house, I had not the necessity of

copies of them, which prevents at this time my being so exact

as I wish, as to dates, and has occasioned a longer time in

reducing my narrative to writing.

I fell in with M. Gerard on my way to Toulon, and wc em-

barked together, happy in the great prospects before us. I

arrived in this city on the 12th of July last.

On the review of this general narrative, it will be found that

at different periods I have acted in three different characters.

From my leaving America to the arrival of Dr. Franklin and

Mr. Leo, I acted as the sole political and commercial agent un-

der Congress; from their arrival to my recall, as joint Commis-

sioner with them to the Court of Versailles only, and at the

same time in carrying into execution my former engagements;

and from that time to my sailing for America, as an individual

desirous of improving every opportunity of being useful; in

which last capacity, I had the happiness to induce the Court of

France to order the Count d’Estaing’s fleet to xkincrica.

Just before my setting out, I received a letter from his Excel-

lency the Count de Yergennes to me, with an honorable token

from his IMajcsty of his approbation of my conduct whilst in

France. I was honored with one at the same time for the

President of Congress, and my venerable fi'iend and late col-

league at parting put one into my hand. 1 also received one

8
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Mii. JjEAXK’s NAKliATiVJ^.

from him at Toulon, which letters I will take the liberty of

reading at the close of my narrative.

Having been perhaps tedious already, I avIII not take up

more of the time of Congress by making those observations

which 1 at first intended, on my situation and conduct at dif-

ferent periods; the chief o(‘ them are obvious to every one. I

need only say tliat in my frst and last characters I took the

best advice I could obtain, and acted as I judged was for the

greatest advantage to these States, consistently with my instruc-

tions and powers.

In the second, I acted jointly with one or both of my col-

leagues
;
and though, as I have before said, and it is well known

in Europe, as w'ell as in America, that the executive part of the

business lay on me, I never undertook anything wdthout the

advice and approbation of at least one of my colleagues. I ean

but observe that j\lr. A. Lee and J^Ir. Izard, with the latter of

wdiom I never transacted any business whatever, appear sensi-

ble of this, and have therefore joined Dr. Franklin and myself

together in the illiberal and injurious letters they Inave written

to Congress since my departure from France, which, with my
observations on tliem I take the liberty to read (Nos. 9, 11).

I confess I feel a pride in having my name joined with so

great a patriot and so venerable a character, and am content

that the present age and posterity should be informed that IMr.

Lee and iNtr. Izard complained of me, if at the same time it be

known that a 1^'ranklin Avas m.y guulc^ philosopher^ andfriend.

It is now three years since my engaging in the foreign afairs

of Congress
;
near four since I have visited my family, or at-

tended to my private concerns, but from the moment I engaged

I put everything private out of the question. And the anxiety

I have suffered, and the impatience I have expressed under the

delays I have met with, have arisen from the situation of the

affairs and interest of these States, more particulaily in Europe.

It is now eight months since I left France, and more than

five that I have been in this city. The lettci'S that I have had
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MR. DEANE’s narrative. 50

the honor of 'writing to Congress, and the observations I liavc

taken the liberty of making on some important subjeets, are

before this honorable House
;
they will at least show my uni-

Ibrm and constant wish to render my country every service in

my power.

The unsettled state of the affairs I had the honor of being

concerned in transacting in Europe, either by m^^self, or j^ointly

M’ith my colleagues, have long pressed for my return.

I confess that the great and important crisis to which the

liolitics of Europe are now arrived, have lain with still greater

weight on my mind, as I see the present peace and tranquillity

of these States so nearly connected with, and dependent on tlic

events they.may produce, aud that soon. I presume the pre-

sent state of affairs in Europe is better known to Congress

than to me,; yet from comparing the present appearances which

tlicy put on with what I knew them to be last winter, and from

tlic knowledge I had an opportunity of acquiring wdiilst in

France, I am fully convinced that Great Britain is exerting her

whole influence, both in Europe and America, to draw off* these

States from their alliance M'ith F'rauce, or to render it ineffectual

;

and that the British ministry, besides their usual practices of

attempting to negotiate secretly with individuals, will avail

themselves of every advantage vdiicli the present prospect and

apprehensions of a general war in Europe, may possibly afford

to bring about this favorite object of theirs; in short, that no

period in the history of these States w'as ever more critical and

important than the present, nor any one for ages past more so

in Europe, since on the issue of the negotiations of the mighty

powers now in arms, the peace and tranquillity of more than

half the world depend.

From the secret attempts made to negotiate vdth me in

France just before the treaties vmre signed, and with Dr. Ei’ank-

lin afterwards, I was very apprehensive of the dangerous designs

of Dr. Berkenhout; when I heard of his being in prison in this

city, which was the first knowledge T had of Ids being in Ame-
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GO MR. deane’s narrative.

ricR, and when I heard of his return to jSTew York, I was sui--

prised, and concluded that some public inquiry had been made,

the result of which had satisfied those who ordered him to be

apprehended; but confident on my part that his designs were

prejudicial to these States, I did what lay in m}^ power as an

individual to detect them, and to put my countrymen on their

guard. The Dr., on his landing at Staten Island, threw off tlic

mask, and freely declared that he had eflected the business of

his journey, or, as he said, had got what he came for; that he

had been assured that those States were at liberty to make

peace without consulting their all}^. lie showed letters which

he had carried from hence, and among others one for Governor

Johnstone, one of the British Commissioners, whom he advised

to obtain a release of Colonel Connolly from prison, and to send

him to join Colonel Butler to lay waste our frontiers, to eflect

which, should it be refused, he advised them to recall all pri-

soners out on parole
;
but, as several of the honorable executive

council of this State have seen and conversed with the person

with Avhom the Dr. travelled on his journey to Yew York, and

have been told all, and more than was communicated to me, 1

need not say more on the subject than this, which cannot be

too often repeated : that, at this time, these States arc in danger

from the arts, rather than from the arms of their enemies.

In reducing the account of my agency for these States to

writing, I have introduced many circumstances and anecdotes

into the body of it which I did not mention at my audience on

the 21st of August, as I then designed to confine myself at first,

almost solely to those transactions and affairs which passed im-

mediately through my hands, expecting to have hnislicd every-

thing I thought worthy of laying before Congress in a very few

days at furthest.

It always gave me pain to think of being laid under the ne-

cessity of speaking of the jealous, uneasy, and captious disposi-

tion of my late colleague, Mr. Lee. I evaded doing it as long

as was in my power, and have now said much less on the sub-
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MR. DEANE’s NAERATIVE. (U

jcct, and of liis rude and disgusting manner in which he con-

stantly spoke of the French nation, and hated many of the

individuals, than what has been often said and wrote by Dr.

h'ranklin, to whom I freely appeal, and to those gentlemen who

had an opportunity of being acquainted with Mr. Lee’s style of

speaking and conducting on many occasions.

AVith respect to his brother, the Honorable AVilliam Lee, Esq.,

I think it my duty to declare that it was the opinion of Dr.

Franklin and myself, from the little concerns we had with him,

as well as the opinion of others who did business with him, that

he was by no moans calculated to gain the esteem and confi-

dence either of individuals or public bodies, but the reverse,

from his suspicious turn of mind, total want of confidence in

those whom he attempted to do business with, and from a dispo-

sition which was penurious to an extreme, and which common

to him with his brother, Mr. A. Lee, often led both the one and

the other to littlenesses, extremely disgusting to a gallant and

polite people, and in a degree prejudicial to the character of the

country they represented.

1 beg leave to return to the letter Avnitten by IMr. A. Lee of

the 1st of June last, and my observations, which I had the honor

of writing to Congress the 12th of October last, on those extracts

of it which were by order communicated to me. I liope the

rather to be indulged in this, as I find that in consequence of

that letter and other misrepresentations, the parti acted between

the 4th of Alarch, the time I was acquainted with my recall,

and the time of my leaving Paris on the 31st, has, by artful

men, been turned to my disadvantage; not that com])laints have

been made against what I really did, which indeed is not gene-

rally known
;
but it has been weakly insinuated that instead of

pursuing the great and important line of conduct which I Avas

liappily successful in, beyond even my OAvn expectations, and

the most sanguine hopes of my friend and late colleague, Dr.

Franklin, I ought to have considered the order of Congress and

the letter of the Honorable Air. Lovcl as a sununons to render
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02 MR. deaxe’s xareattve.

an account of my private conduct, and to settle tlie joint ac-

counts of myself and colleagues; and consequently that it was

my duty to collect all tlie accounts then outstanding, and the

vouchers; to have settled at once up to that time all the con-

cerns and engagernente of myself and colleagues, and render on

my return an exact and minute state thereof. I could have

done this, it is true, and to the uttermost farthing, had I thought

the pressing and urgent call of Congress on me to inform them

of the state of affairs in Europe^ could be construed to mean any

such thing. I did not think so. Dr. Franklin and the honor-

able personages I was acquainted with, and who honored me

with their friendship and counsel, never dreamed of such a con-

struction; and I have too high an opinion of the open and can-

did mode of the conduct of Congress, towards those they have

honored with public confidence and employments, to harbor for

a moment the idea that this was their intentions in the’ order

they sent me.

From the circumstances of aftairs in Fi’ance, as well as in

England, objects of the greatest importance presented them-

selves.

The obtaining a public declaration to be made of the alliance,

to that time kept a secret, and such a fleet to come out as should

not only convince America of the power, as well as the gene-

rosity of France, and not only relieve this capital, but at one

Ifiow reduce the whole power of Ib'itain in America; these

objects appeared to me so great that the obtaining them was,

in my view, sulficient to satisfy the utmost of my ambition or

wishes. To this I applied myself, and was fortunately success-

ful. It is no vanity or presumption in me to say that it was,

next to concluding the treaties, the greatest and most important

services that could, in any circumstances, be rendered to this

country, and that the application was made, and the design

efiected by myself solely. These are facts well known and

acknowledged even by my enemies.

The absolute necessity of sccreey and dispatch after the mea-
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MK. XAUKATIVK. ()o

surcs were resolved on, wdiicli was not until tlie lOtli of I\[areli,

li'll me little time for making tlie most common preparations

for my voyage. It even forbid me to bid adieu to my generous

and honorable patrons and friends, mucli less to call in accounts

from the most distant parts of tlie kingdom, and from Holland;

yet wliat could be done in tlie time I did. I obtained from tlie

banker an exact account of all the moneys received or paid out

on account of these States, from the first arrival of the Com-

missioners to the day of my leaving Paris, and sent a duplicate

to iMr. Lee. I left with Dr. Franklin another, and a full, gene-

ral explanation of every payment made, with such papers and

vouchers as I had on hand.

I presented Congress early with a general, and afterwards, on

the 12th of October, with the particular accounts of tlie receipt

and payment of public money, being a duplicate of the banker’s

account.

In the course of my observations on the extracts of Mr. A.

Lee’s letter of the 1st of June, I have been so particular that I

will now only throw together certain facts, and afterwards sub-

mit all that gentleman has wrote to be judged of by Congress.

iMr. Lee asserts :

—

1. “That he cannot find any satisfaction as to the expendi-

tures of public money, and says : all we can find is, that mil-

lions have, been expended, and almost everything remains to be

paid for.’’

It has been proved that i\lr. Lee had, when he wrote this

letter, an account in his hands of all the expenditures of public

money until I left Paris, of the sums jiaid, and to whom.

2. That one hundred thousand livres had been advanced to

j\lr. Hodge for the purchase of a vessel which cost but tlirce

thousand pounds sterling, or seventy-two thousand livres, ckc.

The truth is, iMr. Hodge did not in the whole receive that

sum, and he purchased and fitted out two vessels instead of one.

8. Speaking of the contracts, he says: “You will sec that my
name is not to the contracts.”
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MR. deaxe’s narrative.0-i

The h\ct is, lie was not in Franee when the principal part of

them were made.

4. lie says there was the greatest profusion and dissipation

in the purchases.

The clothes are now in use in the army, and a suit complete

delivered on board cost but thirty-two or thirty-three shillings

sterling, and better clothes no army was ever furnish'ed with.

5. He says that Mr. Williams had received near a million of

livres without accounting, c^c.

The truth is, Mr. Lee was privy to the contracts made with

Mr. Williams, and signed the orders for the principal part of

the money put into his hands by the Commissioners; and when

he wrote this letter, he could not be ignorant that Mr. AVilliams

was then adjusting his accounts for a settlement, which was

actually made, to the satisfaction of Dr. Franklin and Mr.

Adams, but a few weeks after. (See Mr. Williams’s letter,

July 22d, 1778, Xo. 18.)

6. Mr. Lee says, “that the contracts were industriously con-

cealed from him, kc.”

His dispute with Mr. Holkcr, already mentioned, the princi-

pal contractor, now the honorable agent of France in America,

about the lapels and buttons, and his assisting personally to

settle those accounts, and afterwards his signing the bills for

the payment thereof himself (for the truth of which I freely

ap[K'al to ^^Ir. llolker and to M. Grand’s account delivered), is a

sunicieiit answer, though, as it appears to be a contradiction to

his assertion, it hurts mo to give it, and would pain me exceed-

ingly, were it not that I am disposed, from these and like cir-

cumstances, to join in sentiment with Dr. Franklin as to his

unhappy situation. I will now leave him, and the representa-

tions alluded to, to be determined on by Congress.

Conscious of the truth of what I have now generally related,

and flattering myself that the whole of it will be remembered

by this honorable Assembly, 1 do not feel myself under the

necessity of making a particular recapitulation, but generally
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Mli. jjeane’s nahkative. 65

entreat this honorable Assembly, in their considering the nar-

rative I have given, in the first place, to take into view the

thi'cc dificrent periods of my agency abroad for the public,

viz :

—

The first, from my leaving America until the arrival of Dr.

Ih'anklin and Mr. Lee in Paris,

The second is from that time until the 4th of March, 1778,

the day of my receiving my recall; and the third is thence to

my leaving France; and that my situation and conduct may be

considered and strictl}^ examined in each of these three dificrent

situations and periods, and also what assistance I received, and

what services I performed.

In the first, my situation was such as I venture to say no

public minister or agent ever before found himself in. During

this first period, in a manner, the whole of the artillery, tents,

arms, and other stores for the campaign of 1777, were procured

by me; the ships engaged to transport them to America, and

actually loaded or ready to load with them, and as skilful and

gallant a corps of artillery and engineers of family and connec-

tions every way honorable, engaged to go out with the stoi'es,

as ever (I confidently sa}^ it), embarked in any enterprise what-

ever. Though my contracts with them ma}^ have been con-

sidered as beyond the powers I was vested with, and an error

in me, this by no means lessens the abilities and character of

those gallant ofilcers, or the importance of the supplies obtained

partly by my engagements with those officers and their connec-

tions in France. It is with pleasure I find that those of them

who were employed and served in America have fully justified

the characters given of them to me at first by my honorable

friends, their relations and patrons, and that they have shown

themselves, in the opinion of Congress, deserving of higher

ranks than what I contracted with them for. At the same time

I cannot forbear saying, that the personal distresses and chagrin

which others of them have undergone, deeply affects me.

One fortunate circumstance I cannot but mention and con-

0
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M]i. DKANE’S NAURATIVE.GG

gratulatc my countr}^ on
;

it is, that of the eight vessels whieh

were taken up by me, and loaded with these stores, one only

fell into the hands of the enemy, and that after a considerable

part of her cargo had been landed in klartinique. I mean the

ship La Seine, betrayed through the villany of an ungrateful

and abandoned American, one Davis, formerly of Boston.

During the second period, it will be found on, examination

that my situation was equally peculiar; joined with two col-_

leagues, one of which Dr. Franklin and myself were so unhappy

as to differ with, and the public business intrusted to us exceed-

ingly important, pressing, and embarassed, and, at times, to

appearance desperate.

Availing myself of the perfect confidence and friendship

which mutually subsisted between my colleague Dr. Franklin

and myself, I took the burden of the executive part of Ameri-

can affairs on me.

No remittances were made from America; on the contrary,

large drafts for money were sent over from Congres!5. The

whole sum received in Europe amounted to but about one

hundred and thirty thousand pounds sterling, to answer every

demand.

During this period, and thus situated, besides the private as

well as public important services I executed, near forty thou-

sand suits of clothes complete, shirts, shoes, stockings, and lesser

articles to a considerable amount, arms, ammunition, supplies

for ships, cannon, a frigate entirely new of thirty-two guns, a

large ship mounting sixteen, and lesser vessels were purchased

and procured, and the vessels loaded and sent out to America,

where fortunately they all arrived seasonably for the campaign

of 1776.

In the execution of this, as well as of every other part of the

business executed by me, I was assisted and directed by the

advice and concurrence of my colleague. Dr. Franklin
;
and as

uniformly vexed, and at times embarrassed, by the incessaTit
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uneasiness and murnmrings of Iv[r. Lee, who took no part in

tlie execution of the above business of supplies.

In addition to the executing the business above mentioned,

the Continental ships of war, prizes, and other ships which ar-

rived in France, or w^ere sent out from thence, on account of

these States, formed a most complicated and embarrassing part

of our affairs, the management of which was devolved entirely

on me.

The captains and others who arrived ever paid the utmost

respect to my colleague. Dr. Franklin, and advised with him

;

but from his advanced age, and never having been conversant

in maritime affairs, they never looked to him for the dispatch of

their concerns and commissions. As to Mr. Lee, the most any

of tlicm could be brought to, was to pay him those ceremonious

civilities never to be dispensed wnth to men in ofllce.

I kept up at the same time a regular correspondence in the

different ports and capital trading towns in France, and in

other commercial states, particularly in Ilolland, besides oth-n*

correspondence of a political nature, and an extensive one with

merchants in different parts of Europe, who had turned their

attention towards a commerce Avith the subjects of these States.

This general correspondence of mine, and the continual appli-

cations made to me by merchants in Paris, and from other

places, gave Mr. Lee great jealousy, and led him to imagine me

deeply concerned myself; a suspicion totally groundless; for

neither in the ships I chartered, before or after his arrival, had

I ever shipped one shilling of private property, or made to my-

self one shilling advantage; and with the merchants Avho soli-

cited me for information and advice, I had never any interest

except two adventures Avhich I engaged in Avhilst under the

character of a merchant, one of which was taken by the enemy,

the other arriving, made good my loss. Excepting these,

though I had before been in commerce, and had then two

brothers actually engaged in it in America, I never, as it is w'cll
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G8 MR. DEANE S NARRATIVE.

known, skipped anything to either ot them, except some trifles

in the family way.

Daring the whole of the first two periods, I was generously

and ably assisted by Mr. Carmichael and Dr. Bancroft, at their

own expense of time and even money in part, as only a part of

their expenses and living was paid by the Commissioners, and

I never burdened the public with the expenses either of a

secretary or clerk. These gentlemen who had thus disinterest-

edly served their country, I am confident will be properly con-

sidered by Congress.

I had on my hands also during this second period until Sep-

tember, 1777, when the last ship sailed, the business of shipping

out the stores I contracted for in the first. '

The part I acted in the short space of time Avhich forms the

third is well known, and it is with the greatest pleasure I this

day see this honorable Assembly and these United States enjoy-

ing those advantages which have resulted from it, which though

not so great and decisive as I had a right at the time to expect,

and promised myself, are, notwithstanding, too well lelt to rc-

C[uire my enlarging on them. ^

The letters before Congress from Dr. Branklin, and other

great and distinguished persons in Franco, who were intimately

acquainted with my whole transactions, will show with what

degree of reputation, in France, I conducted the afiiiirs of these

Slates, to which I a]iplicd myself with that attention, that du-

ring near two years’ residence in France, I never appropriated a

single day to any private business of my own, nor even to

amusement; that I confined myself entirely to the business I

was engaged in, never having so much as left Paris or tlie

Court during the whole of that time, except on a journey to

Havre for a little relaxation, and where public accounts and

other business of these States called me.

Before I close, I ask the attention of Congress to what re-

spects, not only myself personally, but the public.

It is now three years since my entering on the negotiations I
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M-R. DEANE’s narrative. (]<)

Iiavo had the honor of relating. The settlement of the piiblie

accounts, which T am exceedingly anxious for, will show,

whether, during that time, I have applied one shilling of the

])ublic moneys to my own use. It is well known that m}^ pri-

vate fortune in America, which at the time I left my country

was moderate, has not been augmented, but the contrarjg by

]ny absence; and I now assure Congress that, except a few

pieces of silk sent out to the care of my brother, the effects of

which he left with me, and for which I am accountable, and one

hundred guineas or louis d’ors for pocket money, I brought

nothing with me from France except my clothes.

I should not have troubled Congress with mentioning these

circumstances, trifling in themselves, had not reports been in-

dustriously propagated, that I had been largely concerned, in

private commerce, and amassed a large fortune thereby. Those

who know me personally, know in how light a scale I haA^e

ever held, my private interest Avhen that of my country pre-

sented itself, as coming in the least in competition Avitli it.

When Congress and the public reflect on the opportunities

then in my hands of advancing my private fortune Avithout ir-

juring the public, they Avill be convinced of the same; for had I

sent but one or tAvo trunks or packages in each of the ships

Avhich every agent it is Avell knoAvn is ahvays entitled to, or

indulged in, such Avas the situation of American commerce, I

Avell knew I could have made a fortune equal to my Avants or

wishes. I ncA'cr lost a moment on the subject.

I must add that when urged to come out in a frigate or ship

'of the line, instead of insisting on the fleet from Toulon, it was

urged to me as an inducement that I could transport with safety

any articles I might wish to carry out Avith me, and wliicli,

considering the long time I had been absent, might be of con-

sequence tome and my farnil^^, and which by sailing from Brest

I might improve, whereas I could not do it at Toulon—the part

I preferred is known. I Avill not boast of sacrifices Avhen serv-

ing my country; I study to know only what is my duty, nor
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70 MR. DEANE’S NARRATIVE.

ever think of sacrifices; much less can I ever bring myself to

boast of anything I have done, or may do, or suffer, as being

sacrifices.

Since my attending the pleasure of Congress in this city, I

have repeatedly taken the liberty to express, in my letters to

Congress, the situation I found myself in, and my anxiety to

finish the errand I returned upon. I presume that ho one will

censure me for an unbecoming impatience, who considers the

trust that had been reposed in me, the great and extensive

afiairs I had been concerned in, the circumstances of my leaving

France, and how prejudicial a silent delay of months must prove

to that character and reputation with my countrymen which I

flattered myself I had merited, and which I looked for as the

only valuable reward of my labors; and when they add to these

considerations the insinuations of my enemies, that this delay

was on account of the dissatisfaction of Congress with my con-

duct, and meant as a mark of their displeasure, though I can by

no means bring myself to believe that Congress, when dissatis-

fied with their servants, will not instantly tell them of ip in the

most explicit terms, as well as in what they have offended
;
yet

from a resolution passed in Congress on the day of

last, ordering iMr. Carmichael to bo examined respecting my
character and conduct in France, unfavorable inferences may be

drawn, I again take the libcrt}^ to entreat that if anything has

been laid to my charge I may be informed of it in writing.

I cannot omit another circumstance which renders this neces-

sary; a confidential servant of Congress, the secretary of the

Secret Committee for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Payne, has, in a

publication in iMr. Dunlap’s paper of the 15th inst., in order to

give the greater force to his illiberal and abusive attack on my
character and conduct, whilst the agent and minister of Con-

gress, assured the public that he is, as he expresses himself, no

stranger to my negotiations and contracts in France, and in-

deed that many things respecting my conduct in France (which

really never happened), arc familiar to him. Tie then rejire-
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scnis lilmsclf equally familijir with everything which is debated,

or whieli passes in Congress; of the grounds on which the reso-

lutions of Congress are taken, and how the votes stood on the

([uestion put, as well as of the cause of other important events;

and has ventured to acquaint the public that the motives for

the resolution of Congress of the 8th of December, ordering my
return, were very different from anything expressed in the reso-

lution itself, or in the letter accompanying it, and reall}^ such

as are totally contrary, not only to the expressed sense of the

resolution and letter, but to everything I have been informed

of by the honorable members of Congress then present.

Nothing but the official character of this man, and Ins taking

advantage of it to sport with the secret proceedings of Congress,

which (if true), aftect my reputation, could have induced me to

take notice of him or his publications.

Congress best know Avhat were the motives for my recall,

and what were then or have since been the charges, if any,

against me. As their servant I obeyed their orders, and have

since waited their pleasure, though in a situation distressing to

my personal interest, and more so to my feelings.

I had the misfortune, when, in August last, I was honored

with being heard by Congress, to be greatly misunderstood by

some of the honorable members then present, who have since

expressed themselves in consequence of such misapprehension,

as if I had declined or evaded the answering such questions as

were or should be put to me by Congress, as I have been as-

sured by an honorable member of Congress that he understood

me in that manner. I have since endeavored to recollect, as

nearly as possible, what expression of mine at the time gave the

ground for this error. I have"' consulted my minutes, but find

* Originally tliiis :
“ I have also consulted the mmutes of those gevtleiiien icho

voted in writing what I said, as well as n\y oxvn, minutes.” The several Avords

scored are carefully and artfully scratched with a pen, and almost obliterated; as

if Mr. Deane meant, upon second thoughts, arising, probably, upon a second

consultation, to conceal that he had “consulted” Avith “those gentlemen.”
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nothincj on 'wlilcli sucli a construction could be made, unless it

arose from what I then thoug'ht and meant to express, and

which, as my present sentiments and request, I beg leave to

repeat, that, as insinuations had then and have since been pro-

])agated to my disadvantage, I then asked, and still pray, that

if there arc any charges exhibited against me, I may be made

acquainted with them, and that in such case those charges, as

well as the questions to be asked me respecting them, may be

delivered to me in writing.

On a review of what I have written, I think myself obliged

as a citizen of America, deeply interested in whatever affects

the prosperity and reputation of these States, to say that the

Commercial Agency, since the first appointment of Mr. Morris

to that department, has not been advantageous to either, and I

do not think it will be so hereafter. Capital houses in the

trading cities, such as that of ^Messrs. Delaps at Bordeaux, and

Messrs. Montandieu at Nantes, have been greatly disgusted at

proposals made to them of dividing a commission with tlie

agent and acting as his deputies; nor will any persons accept

of such terms but those who have little or no other employ,

and consequently are not of a character in the commercial

world to give weight and reputation to our commerce.

A consul at L’Orient, which is probably by this time declared

a free port, and another at Bordeaux, or Bayonne, and one at

Dunqurke, appear to me to be necessary, and that such a regu-

lation would give the proper reputation to our commercial

affairs, which have hitherto suffered greatly, as well by the

agency itself, as from the conduct of the agents
;
and having

taken the liberty to say thus much, I ought to add that proper

persons for this appointment, and persons well esteemed in the

commercial ports of France, are now there, particularly iMr.

Williams from. Boston, Mr. Johnson from Maryland, and Mr.

Nesbit from this city.

Though I have several times mentioned Dr. Bancroft and his

services, I cannot, in justice to these States, to him, and to my



m
K'

^ i .SJi-
- n--

. r, <Tyr* %t\hh^n

ot UtfC--: '« ^. iVrdt 1 4ai<V l••*yl! ‘iJBy

J-riW'.:.'*>£rpn. -.-
^

^

f -a ,c» .- .V .

f'*“

?• — I- -- -'r? /v-- — ,- j
'^^•^'JSSl ’^1

•Tyj?-« I v^
".» f*wk<: fxfi Ci.vt4<f> v<t« k- v.*'4i ' jh'^r t>;

i
l 40

-

i ‘^'!j r<iv 4:ttSrf? f.'n» ,«t»i'
* ^

./* _J’l 1 teiM V.. ’•^i.f 0)&<p.^t̂ 4 >/ V ^w

.»id^ «f 111 f»<ii t.;<

^;!.l M, -Ycif^c^ I ,tliU.Ultf ri-T/.r^ i W*' ii llVjl ,\,

>«|j HtdSf^rm di '9^'. ^< ipijaJtj.»* t I Y^ki^ j.U

iL*-^-. U .-}/ ^' *
7 nnKl#iw' •.''«« ,’r>fr 3 A

|f|f-^i .r^vU/ di» MPfV9U0J V, M u owf »:j»

^ n. ^• x< Hf-^ Jt M .i foi; ok^
' Ji 4tr!i| ^I'ln

;tl.
'

' .
'

-
')''!

!
fWMW' ,»V> .»rM X’. l/.'Iiwl4i JlWw«oM >

Hiiir ..L^u rc’U M ytlhiV ' lo « ;i- 0> i '<jtCH]^.<|

5«|C*.'^-v. fc(!Dn'A{ ifivw aixf W vitU'*- f twJt'.v^

’M,r:n r iI»»>oa TO *>Uiii frvi: i illy/ ii/ ^ naiafi: tlr»i<« ..»

l*3!*nn .ij4Kv> «:ix ol inroindif® fi ’Jo ';r .a -*

.:»• -Htiuiv: 1^/0 0) isoCj^U(pit% iMa y'^^ cl Ifn 'v

! f^iiU
j

ti d^iUU- ,>»,’ _r J
' > l!W?jaoo‘ A

'

>jB 5>u« , uKi’(JiCr no ,xi^6»aff v. -i ^ i; ^ iMl! /:

*'n# i; ’i Iwtu rt»f|^>a t4 »>i!r ,.>^7 ;'i>Mt*^l

^r... •?. ui -!. *> iil'i v/ '.t ini

-b #*f !]•» * ' '.ur .
-.:^4S

1*11111 ‘.‘-i 'Mlt 4«ev *a

a<u£tY'.jw ! - ./-. f .u,*a '•.». ^'‘* X'. -^ul
*'

f^ily •X^* H'jw .»/s'.«r •*
- 5 lii-ti) •jiri’\

' Jltfbti * •• »>i.’. lo %n«*n !r’W/n«f'->

_^ • .'JUul» 4i!fli«r’U7/

Qjyy .TJn ifip*i1

brt) OJ ::•( JT :

yi



MR. DEANE’S NARRATIVE.

own Icdings, omit saying that Lc was early sent for, by order

of Congress, from London; that lie sacrificed all his prospects

there, and, during the whole time of our negotiations in France,

devoted himself to the service of his country; that he acquired

the esteem and confidence of persons of rank and character in

France, as well with the political and commercial, as with the

literary characters in that kingdom. It is true he had the mis-

fortune to disagree with Mr. A. Lee, and with Mr. IV. Lee,

more particularly with the latter, yet I must flatter m3"self that

Congress will not suffer his merit and services to remain longer

unnoticed.

M. Leaumarchais often complained to me that, in return for

his labors and advances, he was so far unnoticed that he could

not obtain a single letter in answer to the many he had written

to Congress, and which he was informed had been received by

them.

It is of the last importance that persons employed as the

agents and ministers of these States in Europe, should be such

whose liberal and generous disposition, manner, and address,

will conciliate the esteem of the people at larg^, as well as of

the Court to which they are sent. This, though known and

acknowledged by all, I mention here, because these States have

suflcrcd already partially, and may hereafter, essentially, from

different characters.

From the situation of affairs in Europe when I left it, and

from everything I am able to form a judgment of what it will

be hereafter, I am fully persuaded that these States can never

be benefited equal to the expense, by supporting ministers at

any of the courts in Europe, except at the principal ones of the

Eourbon, or family compact, at Holland, and at Sweden or

elsewhere in the north of Europe; at the latter, on account of

naval stores, and at Holland, on account of commerce in gene-

ral, and of a loan of money, if it should be thought necessary to

procure one.

AVhen 1 left France, a loan was practicable in Holland for

10
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74 :^[E. dkane’s narrative.

these States, as I have before mentioned; but 1 ought to say it

was then, and has ever since been growing more dilTicult, yet I

do not think it impracticable at present, if rightly applied for,

and without further loss of time.

I have now', in obedience to the order of Congress, given a

faithful narrative of my agcnc}^ of their alYairs in Europe, and

such information on other subjects as I have thought of import-

ance that Congress should be acquainted with.

I have now to apologize for the length of my narration,

Avhich has unavoidably exceeded wdiat I expected, and to return

my gratcfnl acknowdedgments to Congress for the honorable

trust they appointed me to execute, and the opportunities given

me of serving these States in a distinguished and important

line, and for the patient and candid hearing I have now" been

indulged wdth. The sphere I have moved in, and the part I

have acted, can never be considered as an indifferent one. Not

to have mcrittal the approbation of Congress, situated as I have

been, necessarily must be to deserve their severest censui'es. 1

cheerfully rely on the candor and justice of Congress to exa-

mine and judge wdiich I am entitled to; their decision will

relieve me, my friends and countrymen, from that state of sus-

pense wdth regard to my conduct which the public have been

for some time held in.

The approbation of my country is the greatest rew^ard and

honor I have ever aspired to, and the hopes of securing linally

their liberty and independence alone animated and siqy^orted

me under the pressing, the various, and I may say inexplicable

difficulties and embarrassments wdiich I labored under from my
arrival in, to my leaving of h'rancc. Without this, and the

generous patronage afforded me by my honorable friends in

^
Europe, in Erance in particular, I must early have failed and

sunk under them. Eortunately for me, and much more so for

these States, the great object in view" w'as finally obtained, and

the greatest and last w"ish of my life wdll be, that the liberty

and independence of these States may be })er[)etual.
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Next to the honor of assisting and securing the liberty and

iiulcjjcndence of my country, I count on that of being its honest,

faithful, and disinterested servant and citizen
;
a character which

the following letters will show me to have obtained in France,

which I have never forfeited; enjoying this, and while 1 arn

conscious of the part I have acted, and that these States arc free

and independent (partly in consequence of it), whatever my fate

may be, I can never be miserable, on the contrary I shall be

essentially happ}0





MR. DEANE’S MEMORIAL.

TO THE IIONOKABLE TJTE DELEGATES OF THE
UNITED STATES OF NOIOTI AMEllICA IN GENE-
RAL CONGRESS ASSEMBLED.

The Memorial of Silas Deane, late one of tlieir Commission-

• ers at tlie Court of Yersailles, and tlieir political and commercial

agent, respectfully sliowetli

—

That he engaged to serve these States as their political and

commercial agent in January, 1770, and soon after embarked

for Europe.

That, on his arrival in France, he diligently applied liimself

to render these States every service in his power, as well in the

political as in the commercial line.

'Miat, previous to the arrival of the Honorable Doctor Frank-

lin in the month of November following, with a commission,

appointing him one of your Commissioners at the Court of

Yersailles, your memorialist had contracted for large supplies

for these States, and had begun to ship off the same for this

Continent, which, with the political concerns intrusted to his

care, engrossed the whole of his time and the utmost of his

attention, meeting with dirficulties and embarrassments, which

the situation of aflairs in France, at that time, threw daily in

his way.
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78 MR. DEANE’S MEMORIAL.

Tliat^ Oil tlio arrival of Dr. Franklin, many circumstances

conspired to increase the dilliculties in tlie way of completing of

those contracts, which lay wholly in your memorialist; in ad-

dition to which, the executive part of the business of the Com-

missioners in contracting for, and purchasing clothing and other

stores for the armies of these States; tlie soliciting for supplies

and assistance, and the procuring of ships to trans})ort'thc same

to these States, fell, in a manner, wholly on him, and the obsta-

cles he met with, and the embarrassments he found himself

constantly under were such, that nothing but the hopes of pro-

curing for his country the most important and seasonable sup-

plies animated him to persevere amid the many difficulties

which surrounded him.

That his situation and conduct at the time having been

already laid before Congress, need not be particularized at this

’time; it is sufficient to say that, on the 4th of March, 1778,

when all the stores your memorialist first contracted for, were

shipped, as were those purchased afterwards by himself and the

Commissioners, his then colleagues; and when the treaties of

alliance and commerce, being happily completed, your Com-

missioners and agents found themselves, for the first time, at

liberty to transact their affairs openly and with the protection

of the court; and when your memorialist found himself in a

situation to complete the shipping off the stores still on hand,

and to close the accounts of the several purchases made, and of

the expenses thereon; he received the order of Congress, of the

8th of December, 1777, for his immediate return to America.

Though your memorialist has at all times paid the most ready

and implicit obedience to the orders of Congress, yet situated

as he then was, and as the affairs of the Commissioners and his

own were, he then thought, and is still of opinion, that his

immediate return might have been dispensed with, until the

accounts of the Commissioners, as well as of his own transac-

tions, should be adjusted and closed, had it not been for an

object of tlie last importance to these States, which thcii pro-
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scntcd itself, to obtain wliicli, he tlieii and still considers himself

justified in neglecting every other consideration.

Your memorialist, therefore, lvno^Ying that it 'was impossible,

without delaying his return for many months, to call in, and

close accounts open with persons who had been employed in

dilVerenfc ports in France and Holland by the Commissioners in

procuring tlie stores, and that to attempt to do it would expose

his intention of returning, which it was necessary to be kept

secret to effect the other purpose (already explained to Con-

gress), he resolved on immediate compliance with the order

received, and left Paris on the 30th of March, taking Avith him

an account from the banker of all the moneys received and paid

out, on account of, and by order of the Commissioners, in order

that Coimrcss miMit have an authentic and exact state of theirO D

funds in France; which general account, Avith a particular ex-

planation thereof, he laid before Congress immediately after his

return, and to Avhich no exceptions haAm ever been taken that

haAm come to liis knoAvledge.

On the arrival of your memorialist on the 10th of July in

this river, and on the 12th in this city, he, Avithout delay, ap-

])lied to Congress on the subject of his return; his repeated

applications to Congress, and the ansAvers he has receiAmd are

before them, and need not be recited here. Congress must also

be sensible of the delays he has met Avith, and have some idea

of Avhat he has sulYcrcd thereby. Your memorialist, from his

first arrival in America to this time, having repeatedly solicited

Congress, as Avell in person, as by his letters and petitions, that

they Avould inform him if exceptions had been taken, or cliarges

made against any part of his conduct, and that he might be

heard thereon if there Avere. He has been the more urgent and

pressing on this subject, knoAving that his conduct had been

misrepresented by his enemies Avhom he left at Paris and at

Kantes, and on account of the many false and abusive publica-

tions in the ncAvspapcrs since his return. As his letters and peti-

tions on this subject arc still before Congress, your memorialist
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need not to repeat tlicm, or tlie substance of tbcm at this time,

but begs leave to observe that, from tlie resolutions of Congress

of the Gth inst., by which he is diseh.ctr<jed from any further at-

tendanee on Conyress^ and by which the several Commissioners^

commercial ayents^ and others^ in Fjuroyye^ intrusted ivith yyulilic

money
^

he directed to transmit 'luithout delay their accounts and

vouchers^ and also trflicate coj)ies of the same to the Board of

Treasury of these United Statesyin order for settlement^ he is obliged

to conclude that Congress are satisfied with his conduct, Avhilst

tlieir political and commercial agent and Commissionc]’, and that

they do approve thereof so far as the same has come to their

knowledge, and that there are no charges against him before

Congress, and that it is the resolution of Congress to have all

the accounts of their Commissioners and agents settled without

delay; this resolution, whicli your memorialist petitioned for

in October last, as by his letter of that date still before Con-

gress will appear, obliges him Avithout further loss of time to

return to France, previous to which, he requests the attention

of Congress to his situation in a few particulars.

First, that it Avas his immediate compliance Avith the orders

of Congress, and to render these States an important service,

AAdiich occasioned him to leave France Avithout first settling his

accounts, and finally closing every transaction he had been con-

cerned in, either as the political and commercial agent, or as

one of the Commissioners of Congrcss.

Secondly, that though he is interested in tlie final settlement

of those accounts. Congress is no less so, and that he cannot

return to France and attend the settlement of those accounts,

and for their final approbation and being passed at the Treasury

Board here, Avithout a very great expense both of time and

money, for AAdiich no provision is made by the said resolutions

of Congress.

Thirdly, that the person to he appointed hy Conyress to exomrine

the said accounts in Europ)c^ and certify his opinion thereon jmedo us

to their heiny transmitted^ is not by said resolution em])OAvered,
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in case lie shall find a balance due to either of your agents or

CoiiiinissloncrSj to order the same, or any part thereof to be

}>aid; and that your memorialist, well knowing that a considera-

ble balance is, and will be found due to him, which, considering

the accidents of war, he must remain long deprived of, if pre-

vious to its being paid, his accounts, though examined and

approved of in France, must be transmitted for the fnal exami-

nation and approbation of the Treasury Board. That, at the

same time that he has no objection to that mode of proceeding,

being at all times desirous to prevent any possibility of error

in the fnal settlement, and that Congress may have the most

clear and ample satisfaction as to every part of his conduct, he

can but inform Congress that his private fortune, which has

suffered greatly by his absence and the depreciation of inone}^

must be totally ruined if obliged to waait so long a space of time

for the balance due to him
;
on which your memorialist most

respectfully entreats of Congress that the circumstances of his

return to America, and his situation since, as well as the neces-

sity of his return to France without loss of time, may be con-

sidered by them, and that such provision may be made therefor

as shall appear just; and that the person to be appointed to

examine his accounts in Europe, and to certify his opinion

thereon, may be empowered and directed to order him the pay-

ment of the balance wFich shall be found in your memorialist’s

favor, he giving security to be accountable therefor, in case

that, on the fnal examination of his accounts by the Board of

Treasury, there shall be found any mistake or. erroneous charge

therein. Your memorialist flatters himself that his request

will appear reasonable and just in the eyes of Congress, and

that they will grant him the prayer of his memorial; and he, as

in duty bound, shall ever pray for their and his couutiy’s glory

and happiness.

(Signed) SILAS DEANE.

PniLADELPiiiA, August IG, 1779.

11
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PEOPOSED PEPOET ON ME. DEANE’S MEMOEIAL.

Tiie Committee, to whom was referred tlie Memorial of Silas

Deane, Esq., of the 16th of Angmst, 1779, bog leave to report

—

That the memorialist, as appears by the mimites of the Com-

mittee of Seoret Corrospondenee, dated 23d of January, 1776,

had undertaken a voyage to l\lartinico for public service.

That, on the 22d of Eebruary, 1776, it was “agreed by the

said Committee that he should proceed immediately for Erance

as an agent of the Congress, to transact such business, and nego-

tiate such matters, as may be committed to him by Congress or

their Committee.”

That it was certified by the Committee “ to all whom it may

concern, that the bearer (meaning the memorialist, as your

Committee presume), was appointed to go into France, there to

transact such business, commercial and political, as the said

Secret Committee had committed to his care, in behalf and by

authority of the Congress of the thirteen United Colonies.”

That, in the sequel of instructions given by the Secret Com-

mittee to the memorialist, the memorialist was directed to keep

a daily journal of all material transactions, kc.

Your Committee cannot be of opinion that the Secret Com-

mittee judged it necessary to give the memorialist directions to

keep fair and exact accounts of all receipts and expenditures of

money on account of his constituents, the keeping and regu-

larly transmitting such accounts being the indispensable duty

of every agent, whether public or private.

Hence, your Committee arc of opinion that Congress had

good ground for expecting to receive iTom the memorialist,

upon his arrival at Philadelphia, circumstantial and accurate

accounts of his contracts, if any, and a regular stated account

current of all receipts and payments of money on account of

these States, together with invoices and bills of hiding, for.
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TKOrOSED REPORT ON MR. DEANE’S MEMORIAL. S3

goods shipped, aud receipts or other satisfactory vouchers for

payments said to have been made by him.

It appears to your Committee that the memorialist had abun-

dant time before he received the notification of his recall, for

collecting all accounts, and for making a full and fair state of

all his transactions during the time he had acted as commercial

agent
;
and, in the opinion of your Committee, such a statement

of accounts ought to have been transmitted to Congress by the

memorialist, long before the date on which the memorialist says

he received the said notification.

Your Committee are also of opinion that the memorialist

ought to have brought with him from France, and to have laid

before Coimress, a fair abstract of all accounts and cimao'cments0 7 O O

on account of these States, so far as he had proceeded in them,

which is the duty and the practice of every faithful agent acting

for private persons or public bodies.

Your Committee cannot ascertain the meaning of the memo-

rialist when he says, that to render these States an important

service was one consideration Avhich occasioned him to leave

France Avithout first settling his accounts, and finally closing

CA^ery transaction he had been concerned in. Be this as it may,

your Committee do not knoAV of anything so important A\diich

the memorialist has laid before Congress, since his arrival, as

Avill justify his conduct in leaving his accounts and vouchers in

France, not in the hands of the other Commissioners, and not

producing authenticated copies of them so far as such accounts

might have been AAdiolly or partially closed.

Your Committee are clear in their opinion that the memo-

rialist ought to have deposited in the hands of the other Com-

missioners at the Court of Yersaillcs, the originals, or copies

satisfactorily authenticated, of all his accounts and transactions

as aforesaid, especially as he Avas duly informed that another

Commissioner Avas appointed to supply liis place, avIicucc he

could have had no foundation for presuming that he Avas to

return.
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84 TROrOSED REPORT ON MR. EEANE’s MEMORIAL.

It docs not appear to your Committee, from any of the nar-

ratives or letters of the memorialist, that a considerable balance,

as he insinuates, can possibly be due to him from these States;

on the contrary, from the large sums which the memorialist has

received from iM. Grand, the banker, in Paris, from M. de Beau-

marchais, and from other hands, the presumption is, that the

memorialist is indebted.

Your Committee are further of opinion that the memorialist

ought to bo informed that Congress have received the vindica-

tions of the Honorable Arthur Lee, and William Lee, Esqs.,

against certain charges and insinuations respecting their public

conduct, published by the memorialist in the Pennsylvania

Packet of the 5th of December, 1778, and directed to the free

and virtuous citizens of America, and also of' such charges as

the said Arthur Lee, and ’William Leo, Esqs., have set up

against tlie memorialist.

And your Committee recoTumend that the memorialist be

also informed that the unjust and unwarranted charges against

Congress, in the said publication, merit their highest displeasure

and resentment.

Lastly, the Committee are of opinion, that if it be still prac-

ticable to detain the memorialist, he oimht to bo detained and

directed to send to Erance for all accounts and vouchers of his

transactions, in order to adjust Ins accounts at the Treasury

Board, and to answer to the charges set up against him by the

said Arthur Lee, and W^illiam Ijoe, Esqs., and that the said

Arthur Lee, and William Lee, Esqs.; should be directed forth-

wdth to attend Congre.ss, as well for the final adjustment of their

own accounts, as for answering such charges as have been

brought against them respectively by the memorialist, and for

supporting their several charges and accusations against him.

Your Committee cannot conclude without remarking tliat the

memorialist, in all his intimations of accounts and transactions,

speaks inexplicitl}^ and ambiguously; and that they cannot find

among all the papers transmitted to, or laid before Congress by
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85AMENDMENT TO MOTION, ETC.

tlic memorialist, any contract, or copy of contract entered into

by tlic memorialist for large supplies for these States, as is

asserted in the third paragraph of the memorial.

All which is humbly submitted by your Committee, &c.

AMENDMENT TO A MOTION EESPECTING
ME. DEANE.

Congress being informed by a letter of Arthur Lee, Esq.,

Commissioner of the United States, at the Court of Madrid, and

one of the Commissioners of the said States at the Court of

Versailles, dated at Paris the 4th day of April last, that the

papers left in France by the Ilonorable Silas Deane, Esq., late

one of the said Commissioners at the Court of Versailles, were

not sufficient for the purpose of settling the accounts of public

moneys received and expended in Europe. And being further

informed by the said Silas Deane, that the time between the

receipt of the letters to recall him, and his embarkation, was

so short, as to render it impossible to adjust the said accounts,

which were, from their nature, both various and extensive;

wherefore he had left his papers and vouchers in the hands of a

friend in France, but by accidents of the sea or enemy they

might have been destroyed.

Besolved, That the said Silas Deane be directed to lay before

Congress the most accurate accounts, which the materials now

in his possession will admit of, of all moneys by him received

or expended on account of the United States of America.
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CHARGES AGAIHST MR. SILAS DEAHE,

MR. FRAHKLIH, AHD MR. ADAMS.

CHARGES AGAINST MR. SILAS DEANE, WITH
THE EVIDENCE.

1st Chaege.—That Mr. Deane, during his political and

commercial agency, entered into private commercial concerns.

Evidence.—Mr. Deane’s Narrative, p. 119
;
and a publication

by Mr. Kobert Morris, 9th January
;
a letter from Mr. Hodge

to Commissioners, 10th July, 1778.

2d Chaege.

—

Misapplication of public moneys.

Ecldence .—A letter from Mr. Hodge to the Commissioners,

10th July, 1778
;
information given by Mr. E. 11, Lee, 18th

September, 1778; extracts of letters from John Lloyd and

William Stephenson to Mr. A. Lee, 21st and 22d January, and

1st February, 1778; a letter from John Lloyd to Mr. A. Lee,

24th January, 1778; Mr. Hodge’s account of the receipt and

expenditure of public money for a lugger and a cutter, bought

and fitted out at Dunkirk
;
Mr. Carmichael’s examination.

3d Chaege.—That Mr. Deane broke the orders of the Secret

Committee in cruising the cutters for prizes which he was
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88-ii CHARGES AGAINST MR. DEANE, ETC.

ordered to purcliase and load with stores for these United

States.

Evidence .—Orders of Secret Committee, 30th Maj, 1776;

orders of said committee, 3d October, 1776; Deane’s Narrative,

pages 46, 47, 48, 49.

4tii Charge.—That Mr. Deane exposed the interests of the

United States by offending of the Drench court in breaking his

engagements with it.

Evidence .—Count de Ycrgennes’s letter to the Commissioners,

16th July, 1777, and letter from him to Monsieur Grand, dated

21st August, 1777.

5th Charge.—That Mr. Deane exceeded his powers in the

engagements he made with several French officers.

Evidence .—Monsieur du Coudray’s contract.

6th Charge.—That Mr. Deane was in partnership with Mr.

Jonathan AYilliams, and, in his public character of Commis-

sioner, purchased stores of that partnership for these United

States.

Evidence.—iMr. Eobert Morris’s letter, 26th December, 1777

;

Mr. Deane’s Narrative, pages 60, 61.

7th Charge.—That iMr. Deane withheld information from

Mr. Lee, joint Commissioner with him and Mr. Franklin.

Evidence.—Deane’s Narrative, p. 87
;
extracts of letters from

Mr. A. Lee, Williams, and Dellaps, 10th August, 23d Decem-

ber, 1777
;
9th, 15th, 21st December, 1777; 6th January, 1778

;

Mr. Franklin’s letter, December 22, 1777, to Mr. Williams.

8th Charge.—That Mr. Deane’s accounts are in a confused,

unsettled state.

Evidence.—Mr. A. Lee’s letter, 1st June, 1778; Deane’s Nar-

rative, pages 104, 105.
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CHANGES AGAINST Mil. FRANKLIN. 89

Otii Charge.—That Mr. Deane traduced Congress, in charg-

ing them with shutting their ears against his information, and

sacrificing him for the aggrandizement of others.

Evidence.—Mr. Deane’s publication, 5th December.

10th Charge.—That Mr. Deane, in his private character,

wrote to Congress information, which in his letters wrote,in his

public character as Commissioner was directly contradicted.

Evidence.—Mr. Deane’s letter 3d and 10th September, 1777,

and his public letter 7th October, 1777.'^'

CIIAKGES AGAINST MK. BENJAMIN EEANKLIN,
\YITII THE EVIDENCE.

1st Charge.—That Mr. Benjamin Franklin withheld infor-

mation from Mr. A. Lee, joint Commissioner with him and

Mr. Adams.

Evidence.— isir. A. Lee’s letter to committee, 1st June, 1778.

2d Charge.—That Mr. Franklin, from a partiality to his

nephew, Mr. Williams, and his friend, M. Chaurnont, concurred

with Mr. Deane in systems of profusion, disorder, and dissipa-

tion in the conduct of public affairs.

Evidence .

—

J\lr. A. Lee’s letter to committee, 1st June, 1778.

3d Charge.—That Mr. Franklin is not a proper person to

be trusted with the management of the affairs of America; that

he is haughty and self-sufficient, and not guided by principles

of virtue or honor.

Evidence.-—IMr. Izard’s letter to the Honorable Mr. Liiurens,

President of Congress, 28th June, 1778.

Altered iii original to IGth February, 1778.

12
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90 CITAIIGES AGAINST MR. ADAMS.

CHARGES AGAINST im. JOHN ADAMS, WITH
THE EVIDENCE.

That Mr. Jolm Adams threatened Mr. Izard with the dis-

pleasure of Congress in his opposing the 11th and 12th articles

of the Treaty of Commerce; and that the said Mr. John Adams

entertained expectations that Congress would be inattentive to

the interests of nine States of America to gratify the caters and

distillers of molasses.

Evidence,—'Mr. Izard’s letter to the President, 12th Septem-

ber, 1778.
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PROCEEDI^fGS OP COEGEESS

WITH REFERENCE TO

THE DETENTION OF ME. DEANE, AND THE EECALL OF

ME. LEE.

[Note by Editor.—The order taken upon the narrative of

Mr. Deane appears in the following resolutions of Congress;

—

Tuesday^ December 7, 1778, 6 o’clock, P. M.

Resolved^ That Silas Deane, Esq., report to Congress, in writ-

ing, as soon as may be, his agency of their affairs in Europe,

together with any intelligence respecting their foreign affairs,

which he may judge proper.

Resolved^ That Mr. Deane be informed, that if he hath any-

thing to communicate to Congress, in the interim, of immediate

importance, he shall be heard to-morrow at six o’clock.

Elr. Deane attending, was called in, and the foregoing resolu-

tions read to him.

Tuesday^ December 22, 1778.

According to order, Mr. Deane attending, was called in, and
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92 ^EOCEEDI^^GS IN CONGEESS

proceeded to read liis written information, "but not having time

to finisli

—

Ordered^ That lie attend to-morrow at ten o’clock, and pro-

ceed in Ids information.

Wednesday^ December 23, 1778.

According to order, iMr. Deane attending, was called in, and

proceeded in Ids information, and having gone through what

he had written, he produced sundry letters and papers, which

he desired might be read. Upon a letter of April 7, from Dr.

Dranklin to him, being read, Mr. Deane desired leave to say

something in explanation of the last clause of the said letter,

which respects a negotiator, “ who, as the letter mentions, is

gone back apparently much chagrined at his little success, and

in which Dr. Franklin says, he has promised him faithfully,

that, since his propositions could not be accepted, they should

be buried in oblivion
;
and, therefore, earnestly desires that Mr.

Deane should put that paper immediately in the dre, on the

receipt of the letter, without taking, or suffering to be taken,

any copy of it, or communicating its contents.”

As he was proceeding to explain this matter, a motion was

made that Mr. Deane withdraw.

j\Ir. Deane accordingly withdrew.

A motion was made that Mr. Deane be called in, and in-

formed that if he has anything further to report, that he lay it

before Congress in writing. In lieu of wliicli it was moved as

an amendment ; That Mr. Deane be permitted to proceed in his

verbal explanation referred to, and that it be afterwards reduced

to writing, if Congress should judge it necessary.

Which was resolved in the affirmative.

Ordered^ That the Secretary inform Mr. Deane, that Congress

will give him notice when he shall attend again, which will

probably be this evening.]
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RELATIVE TO MR. DEAXE, 93

Ix CoxGRESS, lOtli Juue, 1779.

Tlic order of tlic day being ealled for, and tbe report of tlie

Committee of Thirteen on Foreign Affairs being taken up

—

A motion was made by Mr. Burke, seconded by Mr. Laurens,

that the further consideration of the said report be postponed,

until order be taken on the letter of the 22d May last, from

!Mr. Deane, and a decision made on the resolution moved there-

on by a member from Aortli Carolina, seconded by a member

from South Carolina. On which, the yeas and nays being re-

quired by Mr. Burke

—

New IIaoii2'>^]dre

.

. .

.

..Air. AVhipple ...iYo.—

Massachusetts Bay. ..Mr. S. Adams

Gerry

Holton ...Ay.}

llhode Island ..Air. Ellery ...No. )

Collins ...Ay. f

Connecticut ..Air. Sherman ...xAb.-]

Huntington....

Spencer ...Ay.]

Neio York ..Air. Jay ...Ay. 1

Lewis ...Ay. f

Nev: Jersey ,..AIr. Scudder

Fell ...Ay. )

'Pennsylvania , ..Air. Armstrong ....Ao.')

Shippen ....Ao.

Searle .....Vo,

Aluhlenbcrg . .

.

...Ay. ^

AIcClane ....Ao.

Wyncoop ...... ...Ay.,

Maryland ...Air. Baca .yAy.}

Carmichael.... ...Ay. I

Henry ....Ay.
[

Jenifer ....Ay.]

Ab.

Dlv^d.

Ay.

Didd.

No.

EL-
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Virginia Ay.]

Griffin Ay.
\
Ay.

Elemming.... Ay.)

North Carolina.., ....Ay.-]

Burke ....Ay. \ Ay.

Sharpe ....Ay.'}

South Carolina

Drayton

Ay . )

So it ^vas resolved in tlie affirmative,

Tlie motion Avas then read that Silas Deane, Esq. be ordered

not to depart the United States Avithont the special permission

of Congress, and that Arthur Lee, Esq. be directed to repair

fortliAvith to America, in order the better to enable Congress to

inquire into the truth of the several allegations and suggestions

made by the said Arthur Lee, in his correspondence Avith Con-

gress, against the said Silas Deane.

AYhen the question Avas about to be put, the previous ques-

tion Avas moAmd by J\lr. Gerry and seconded by hlr. S. Adams;

a division of the main question being called for, and on the

question to agree to the preAdous question for ordering Mr.

Deane not to depart the United States Avithout the special per-

mission of Congress, the yeas and nays being required by Mr.

Laurens

—

Xeia Ilanipsliire ]\[r. "Whipple...

Massachusetts Bay...'^li\ S. Adams...

G erry

Lovel

Holton

Rhode Island Mr. Ellery

Collins

Connecticut Mr. Sherman ...

Huntington

Spencer
!

, 1

Ay.... Ay.

Aya

! ,,

.
ay.

1

Ay.}

[
Dlvd.

.Ao. j

Ay. \Ay.

•Ay.)
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RELATIVE TO ME. DEANE 05

New York ..Mr. Jay ....No. )

Duane ....iYo. i

New Jersey ..Mr. Scudder ay.\

Dell ....Ay. )

Pennsylvania ,.Mr. Armstrong.... ....Ay.'

Shippen %
Searle

Muhlenberg .. No. !

McClane ....Ay.

hYynkoop ay..

JIaryland ..klr. Paca ....No.'\

Carmichael . .

.

....No.

Henry xYo.
[

Jenifer Ay.\

Viryinia ..Mr. Smith Ae.]

Griffin

Flemming.... iYoJ

North Carolina ..hlr. Penn No.-]

Burke No.

Sharpe W. j

Sooth Carolina ..hlr. Baurens

Drayton No. 1

And so tlic previous question was lost.

On the question to agree to the main question, f

Yv. Deane not to depart, &c., the yeas and

by Mr. Ilolton

—

nays beii

Neio IlamjosJiire .... ..Mr. Whipple Ao.-

Massachusetts Bay. ..Mr. S. Adams

Gerry AD.

TjOvcI .Au j‘

Ilolton Ae.J

.Yo.

Ay.

}Ay.

No.

\No.

No.

No.

- No.
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96 PROCEEDINGS IN CONGRESS

Rhode Island ..xYo.
1
^ Div\l

Collins ..Ay. S

Connecticid ..lYo.^

..No. j.A'o.Iluntington

Spencer ..No.]

New Yorh ...Ay.
)

Duane ...Ay.
!

New Jersey ...xYo.
)

i Piv\l
Fell ...Ay. .\

Pennsylvania— ..No.']
1

Shippen ...No.

Searle
- No.

Muhlenberg... ...Ay.

^Div\l

McClane iYo.

AYynkoop Ay.

Maryland Mr. Paca liy .

"{

Carmicliael ....... xby.

Henry No.

Jenifer No. J

T7ry /'/

1

la Mr. Smith Ay.

Griffin My. j-My.

Flemming Ay. j

North Carolina Mr. Penn

Bnrkc My.

Sharpe My. J

South Carolina Mr. Laurens My.

Drayton My.

So the States were equally divided, and the question lost.

ay-

''

I

Ay.

On the question to agree to the previous question on the

second part, for directing Mr. A. Lee to repair forthwith to

America, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. Ellery—

New Ilanvpshire Mr. Whipple My.—My.
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RELATIVE TO MR. DEANE. 97

^[assachusdis i?a?/...Mr. S. Adams...

Gerry

Level

Ilolton

Rhode Island Mr. Ellery

Collins

Connediciit Mr. Sherman . . .

.

Huntington

Spencer

Neiv York Mr. Jay

Duane

N'eiv Jersey Mr. Scudder

Eell

My-

Pennsylvania Mr. Armstrong Ay.'

Shippen Ay.

Searle Ay.

Muhlenberg Ay.

McClane Ay.

M^ynkoop Ay.

Maryland Mr. Paca

Carmichael Ay. Ay.

Jenifer

Virginia Mr. Smith

Griffin Ay.
\ Ay.

Flemming

North Carolina Mr. Penn

Durke Ay. ) Ay.

Sharpe Ay. J

South Carolina Mr. Laurens Ay.

Drayton Ay.

So it was resolved in the affirmative, that the main question

be not now put.

13
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[NOTE r.V MR. LAURENS.]

Never ^yas there a more droll scene exhibited in a public

assembly than the foregoing.

Almost every man who voted for detaining Mr. Deane, did

so from a hope of securing a vote for recalling Mr. Lee. AYhen

this should have been effected, Mr. Deane was to have obtained

“the special permission of Congress for departing Lrom the

United States,” or it might be that he would depart wuthout the

“special permission,” “for Avho could control him” (said Mr. S.

and J. P). Such sentiments w^erc expressed b}^ both parties,

wdiich Avarrant this suggestion. To these and similar expressions

I replied in Congress :
“ If Mr. Deane, in defiance of the order

of Congress, shall depart the United States, it AAvill be pleading-

guilty, and upon l^fr. Lee’s appearance before Congress and

giving evidence against Mr. Deane, judgment Avill go against him

by his default
;
and I believe neither this nor a future Congress

AAull hazard that public resentment Avhich Avould folloAV a permis-

sion to ^[r. Deane to depart, before the appearance of Mr. Lee,

unless from captUity or other extraordinary accident he should

be detained an unreasonable length of time.” On the other

hand, those Avho could not bear the idea of recalling a faithful

servant, and subjecting him to the risk of being captured and

carried into England, whose king and ministers of state arc

exceedingly exasperated against him, and aaUo also suspected

the designs of the opposite party, therefore A'oted against their

Avishes to ddain. Mr. Deane^ because the recall of iMr. Lee Avas

tacked to that article as an express condition. Thus w-crc

votes given by all, three or four excepted, against the princi-

ples of the voters.

My sole motive in bringing forAvard the proposition for de-

taining Mr. Deane and ordering Mr. Lee to appear and support

his charges, AA^as for obtaining justice

—

1st. To my much injured countr3U

2d. To individuals.

The proposition originally sprung from myself, although i^^r.
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RELATIVE TO MR. DEANE.

"BiirlvC reduced it afterwards to writing, in' order, as lie said, to

try if gentlemen 'were in earnest. He never found me otlicr-

wise.

Before I liad voted against the recall of Mr. Lee (on the

[Stli June, 1779], sec the journal), I had repeatedly declared in

Congress that I would vote for his recall, provided Congress

would detain hlr. Deane, and this opinion I have invariably

supported in private conversation Avith hlr. Lee’s brother, and

other particular friends, in opposition to their sentiments;

justitia rued coelum^^^ Avas my governing principle.

Thank God, I have acted agreeably to the dictates of my con-

science, AAuthout respect to persons, and I trust my country Avill

not condemn my conduct.

11th June^ 1779.

[NOTE BY EDITOR.]

In Congress: Friday^ August 6, 1779.

Resolved^ That the Ilonorable Silas Deane, Esq., late one of

the Commissioners at the Court of Yersailles, and political and

commercial agent, be discharged from any further attendance

on Congress.O
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APPENDIX OF DOCUMENTS EEFERKED TO
IN SUPPORT OF THE NARRATIVE.

MR. DEANE’S MEMORANDUM.

Total amount of payments made by Monsieur Grand, Banker,
'

to the Commissioners of the United States, from January,

1777, to March 27, 1778, inclusive livr. 4,049,988 17

Total amount of sums received by the said Monsieur Grand 3,750,250 00

Balance due M. Grand, 27th March, 1778 “ 293,738 17

Sums received are as follows, viz:

—

Four quarterly payments of 500,000 livres, each . . livr. 2,000,000 00

Of the Farmers General in payment of the contract for Tobacco 1,000,000 00

Discount of Interest 3,250 00

Discount with Doerner GOO 00

Discount with Mr. McCreary 2,400 00

“ 3,000,250 00

The first quarterly payment for 1778 . 750,000 00

Total amount of moneys received . .
“ 3,750,250 00

N. B. The promise for 1778 was 3,000,000 of livres in quarterly payments, the

first is accounted for in the above; there is, therefore, 2,250,000 livres more to

be received, but there are also many payments still to bo made, some of them

large. Mons. IMonthieu’s contract for clothes, for brass, for tin, &c., amounted,

nearly as I remember, to about 000,000 livres, for he procured 10,000 suits of

the clothes sent over in one article
;
besides this he had a demand for the demur-

rage of his vessels, and the total loss of one of them, for all wliich he had re-

(
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102 APPENDIX OF DOCUMENTS.

ccivcd by orders on lU. Grand, charged in i\I, Grand’s account but GO, 000 livres.

i\Ir. IVilliams had a large account unclosed, as had Mens. Chaumont, besides

several smaller ones, which with the continual expenses, and disbxirscmcuts for

prisoners escaping from England, for repairs of Continental vessels arriving in

France, the dispatcliing of packets, &c. &c.
;

to all wliich is to be added the com-

})leting and loading the ships in Holland, which will alone call for 500,000 livres

more than has already been advaneeil. Tliose sums put together will amount to

as great a sum in my opinion as the Avhole of the remaining three quarterly pay-

ments. Among other large sums, is the bills druAvn in favor of Price & May-

AYOod, sent over by Mr. Eonfield, amounting, as I understand, for I did not see

his bills, to about 200,000 livres.

Suppose then the amount coming as follows, to be received in three quarterly

payments, 2,250,000 livres.

Demands as folloAVS;

—

Supposed in Holland livr. 500,000

To Price, Maywood, & Co 200,000

To Monthieu, lYilliams, Chaumont, Sabbatier, & Co., &c. . 1,000,000

“ 1,700,000

There will remain for the payment of expenses through the year,

and for the payment of lesser demands, and the contingent

expenses mentioned, of prisoners, repairs, &.c. See. &c. . 550,000

“ 2,250,000

Forgive my haste. Sir, I have forgot the balance already to send to M. Grand

of 293,378 livres 17 s., and I have no time to copy Avhat I send. Should the

above estimate prove true, and I think it not far out of the way, there will be left

256,021 livres 3 s. in hand for the payment of expenses, small def3ts for prisoners,

repairs of vessels, and contingent expenses.

I must pray your Exccllcnc}’ after perusing to return this, or a copy, as I have

no Secretary, and have not time to copy before I send it, but will afterwards

copy it myself and retui-n it if you choose.

P. S. Presume this Avill be only for your private perusal, have not therefore

been so particular as I othenvays should have been; but it is near enough to be

laid before the public, if you judge proper, as a general memorandum.
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COPIE DE LA LETTRE ECRTTE PAR M. DE CITAUMONT A M. IIOLKER,

DATEE DE PASSY LE 28 FEVRIER, 1778.

Monsieur

—

Lcs deux fregatcs Amdricaincs le Ilancok ct le Boston, commanddes par les

Capitaincs Babjors ct Hendrik, out conduit a Nantes le 13 Aunt dernier, deux

navircs Anglois charges do sucre qu’ils ont inis en declaration comme navires

Ilollandois venant de St. Eustachc
;
cettc fausse ddclaration a entraind legale-

mcnt la confiscatiou do ccs deux navires, ct le Roy, apres avoir satisfait a sa

justice, a dcoutd lcs representations ([ui ontetd faitcs a sa bonte, et je suis charge.

Monsieur, de vous antoriser a compter aux armatcurs et autres intcresses d’ans

les deux frdgates Americaincs le ITancok et le Boston, la somme de quatre cens

niille livres argent de France, que pouvoient valoir les deux navires Anglois et

Icur chargemcns qu’ils ont conduit a Nantes. Je vous avoiie. Monsieur, que je

suis cnchantd devous transmcttre unc commission aussi agrdablc, et qui prouvcra

aux Amdricaincs combien ndtre Roy cst bon ct juste. Yous ponvez tircr sur

moi des lettrcs de changes pour quatrc-ccns millc livres en ni’envoyant en meme

terns les pieces les plus probantcs de payement que vous aurez fait. Si depuis

deux mois, il m’avoit ete possible de vous faire passer surement une lettre, vous

auriez dte plustot a memo de regler cette affaire.

J’ai I’honneur d’etre tres parfaitemcnt Monsieur,

Yotre trds humble et tres obdissant scrviteur,

Signd LE RAY DE CIIAUMONT,

Intendant lionoraire de I’Hotel Royal des Invalidcs.
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COPY OF TsL GRAND’S GENERAL ACCOUNT OF MONEY RECEIVED AND
PAID ON ACCOUNT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

DR. Messrs. FRANKLIN, DEANE, & LEE, ihelr account with F. GRAND.

I
'To Mr. Deane’s accepted draft of Mr. Williams, 3d

of June ....... 15,029.02 05

2 “ IMr. Deane, to an order of IMr. Deane, favor of

Montliicu ....... 1,200 00 00

3 “ Mr. Deane, of two drafts of Ilarcourt des Harre,

of Gth .Tune, 5,000, 5,01G 10,01G 00 00

4 “ a payment the widow Dque. Morel & Sous, made

to Win. Hodge of 12,000 andcliarges, approved

by IMr. Deane ...... 12,083 00 00

5 “ cash to IMr. Deane as per receipt 2,400 00 00

0 “ “ Monthieu, by order of IMr. Deane . 11,184 00 00

7 “ Mr. Deane’s acceptation of Williams’s draft 17th

J line ........ 3,000 00 00

8 “ IMessrs. Franklin and Deane’s drafts, favor IIol-

kcr, for ....... 10,000.00 00

9 “ i\Ir. Deane’s acceptation of Williams’s two drafts

9th inst, 3,000, 1,500 . . . . 4,500 00 00

10 “ a payment the widow IMorel & Sons, Dunkirk, to

Hodge, and charges, 19th .... 15,098 12 00

11 “ “ “ 2Gth, both approved by

]\Ir. Deane 2,G0G 02 00

12 “ jMr. Deane’s acceptation of a draft of Williams’s

of the 14th 1,200 00 00

13 “ “ “ four drafts of Williams’s

of22d and 2Gth inst., 1,200, 2,400, 1,500, 1,842 G,942 00 00

14 “ hicssrs. Deane and Lee’s drafts of 7th inst. to

IMr. Franklin ...... 4,800 00 00

15 “ IMessrs. Franklin, Deane, and Lee’s drafts, 7th

inst. to Holker Son ..... 10,000 00 00

IG “ Mr. Deane’s acceptation of Williams’s drafts of

2Gth and 29th, 1,200, 2,847 7 8, 1,742 7 . 5,789 14 08

17 “ “ “ “ 28th, 3,000, 1,000 4,000 00 00

IS “ Messrs. Franklin and Deane’s order of 11th inst.

to iMr. A. Lee ...... 2,400 00 00

19 “ “ “ “ 14th inst.

11

to ]M. le Roy du Chauniont .... 2,418 00 00
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20 To Deane’s acceptation of Williams’s draft of

tlie 9tli inst 3,000 00 00

21 “ “ “ 14tli inst. 900, 900 1,920 00 00

22 “ cash to Mr. Deane, 29tli inst. as per receipt 4,800 00 00

<)j] (( Messrs. Franklin and Deane’s order of the 25th

inst. favor of Sabattier Son .... 5,509 02 00

24 “ “ “ “ “ 25th

inst. favor of Ilolker Son .... 2,888 13 07

25 “ “ “ “ “ 28th

inst. favor of Latonr ..... 1,827 08 00

20 “ Messrs. Franklin and Deane, their acceptation of

Williams’s, 17th June ..... 1,257 00 00

27 “ acceptance of Mr. Deane to the drafts of Thos.

Dell, bought, 4,490 11, 1,000 5,490 11 00

28 “ acceptance of Mr. Deane to the drafts of Williams

of 18th, 19th, and 20th inst. 9,300 00 00

Sept. 14, 29 “ the drafts of S. J. II. Delap of Bordeaux, 30th

August, by order Mr. Deane 5,000 00 00

30 “ Mr. Deane’s order of 3d inst. favor of Monthieu 12,000 00 00

31 “ “ “ “ “ Mr. Reed,

£25 15 sterling 538 11 00

32 “ Mr. Deane’s acceptation of AVilliams’s drafts, 6th

and 9th inst. 041 19, 3,000 .... 4,241 19 00

33 “ cash paid iMr. Deane, 10th inst. 4,800 00 00

34 “ IMessrs. Deane and Lee’s order, lOth inst. favor

Reed, for £30 sterling 099 12 00

35 “ Williams’s drafts, 2d inst. favor Monthieu, ap-

proved by Mr. Deane 3,791 04 00

36 “ jMcssrs. Franklin und Deane’s order, favor of

Latonr, Shoemaker ..... 1,827 10 00

37 “ order of IMr. Deane, 22d inst. favor of Crury,

2,400, 090 . . . . 3,090 00 00

38 “ drafts of S. & J. H. Delaps of Bordeaux, 13th

inst. approved by Mr. Deane 30,000 00 00

39 “ Mr. Deane’s order, favor Mr. Franklin, 25th inst. 4,001 00 00

40 “ “ acceptation Williams’s drafts, 22d

August ....... 6,192 17 08

41 “ S. J. Delap’s drafts, 20th inst. at sight, 6,000,

1,503 10, by order Mr. Deane 7,503 10 00

42 “ Williams’s drafts, 28th August, accepted by Mr.

Deane . . 3,801 15 00

4‘3 “ TI. Johnston’s drafts, 10th inst. accepted by Mr.

Deane 13,342 00 00
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Nov.

4i To the drafts of Lamb. Wickes, lltli inst, accepted

by ]\Ir. Deane ...... 6,000 00 00

45 U the drafts of Williams, 2d inst. approved by Mr.

Deane ........ 1,200 00 00

4G H the drafts of Thos. Bell, 17th inst, accepted by

Mr. Deane 486 00 00

47 (i the drafts of John Williams 8th inst., accepted by

iMr. Deane ....... 792, 18 00

48 n IMessrs. Franklin and Deane’s order, 3d inst.

favor Johnston . . . . . . 904 00 00

49 a cash to Mr. Deane on his receipt 2,400 00 00

50 u Mr. Deane’s order, favor IMerceir, 9th inst. 1,200 00 00

51 u cash to Mr. A. Lee on his receipt 4,800 00 00

52 it Messrs. Franklin, Deane, and Lee’s order, favor

Coder, of 14th inst 73,840 00 00

53 u Messrs. Deane and Lee’s order, 19th inst. favor

of Druy ....... GOO 00 00

54 a J. Sabattier & Sons draft, 15th Sept, approved

by Franklin, Deane, and Lee . . . 306,910 18 00

55 a Lambert Wickes’s draft, 14th Sept, accepted by

Mr. Deane 3,484 18 06

50 a James Nicholls’s draft, IGth September, accepted

by Mr. Deane .*.... 4,703 18 00

57 a Landais of ^larscilles, accepted by Mr. Deane . 3,627 19 00

58 iC Williams’s draft of 5th and 7th August, approved

by Mr. Deane ...... 25,800 00 00

59 it “ “ 5th September, “ 480 00 00

GO a Mr. Franklin’s order, 21st inst. favor CalTcry . 2,932 00 00

Cl u cash paid IMr. A. Lee, the 12th inst. •2,400 00 00

62 i i Messrs, Franklin and Deane’s order, of the 15th

inst. favor W. F. . . . 8,000 00 00

G3 a Mr. Deane’s order, favor IMonthieu . 112,000 00 00

64 a cash paid IMr. Deane, 20th inst. as per receipt . 2,700 00 00

G5 a Williams’s drafts of 18th and 19th August, ac-

cepted by Mr. Deane ..... 10,000 00 00

GO u Williams’s draft of 5th August, accepted by Mr.

Deane ........ 1,200 00 00

67 it draft of Segury, Beaujeard Son of St. Malo, 19th

October, by iMr. Deane .... 3,489 11 06

68 u Mr. Deane’s order, 27th inst. favor Cushing,

£24 2 3 sterling 551 03 00

69 Williams’s draft 2d September, favor Monthieu,

approved by iMr. Deane .... 7,500 00 00
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Dcccm.

70 To di’afts of PelUticr du Doyer, favor j\Ir. AVilliams,

lltli August, b}’’ Mr. Deane .

71 “ cash to ]Mr. A. Lee

72 “ jMr. Franklin’s order of inst. favor Troyes

73 “ cash paid Mr. Deane, 11th inst.

74 “ draft of Pellitier du Doyer of Ishantcs, 14th Aug

favor Beaumont, approved by IMr. Deane

75 “ “ “ 11th and 27th Sept. “

7G “ “ “ 25th October, “

77 “ “ “ 11th November, “

78 “ “ “ 20th December, “

79 “ “ Gardoqui of Bilboa, 18th October, ac

cepted by IMr. Deane ....
80 “ “ J. Williams, 2Gth and 28th August, ac

cepted by Mr. Deane, G,500, 2,7G4 7

81 “ “ Pellitier and Doyer of Nantes, 14th Sept

favor Williams, approved by Deane

82 “ cash paid Mr. A. Lee, 23d Nov. as per receipt

83 “ “ Mr. Silas Deane, 21st Dec. “

84 “ “ Mr. A. Lee, 23d Dec. “

85 “ Messrs. Franklin and Deane’s order, 25th Decern

ber, favor dc la Plaigne

86 “ draft of Coflin of Dunkirk, 12th December, ac

cepted by INIr. Deane

87 “ draft of Messrs. Franklin and Deane, 29th Dec

order Monthieu .....
88 “ Messrs. Franklin and Deane’s order, 29th inst

favor J. Franklin ....
89 “ cash to Boux Nevcu, as per receipt, for account,

approved by Franklin and Deane .

90 “ draft INIorel & Sons of Dunkirk, 22d December

91 “ Messrs. Franklin, Deane, and Lee’s drafts, 21st

November, favor Bauregard . . . .

15.500 00 00

2,400 00 00

GOO 00 00

2,400 00 00

3.000 00 00

20.500 00 00

8',000 00 00

4.000 00 00

4,500 00 00

G,580 14 00

9,2G4 07 00

9,799 08 00

22,519 05 OG

2,400 00 00

2,400 00 00

2,480 00 00

3,300 00 00

G,41G 00 00

2,400 00 00

480 00 00

1,008 10 00

119,0G1 00 00

92 “ “ “ “ “ 29th

December, favor IMonthieu ....
93 “ Ilorncau, Tireau, & Co. of Amsterdam, approved

by Franklin, Deane, & Lee ....
94 «« << u << u

95 “ “ ‘‘ for the ship the Indian

9G “ P. Ct. 3,0G9 2 paid by “ to Boux of Amster-

dam for the Indian .....
97 “ Francis Coffin of Dunkirk, his draft of 19th De-

cember, accepted by Mr. Deane

G0,000 00 00

35,027 01 03

9,232 03 00

72,000 00 00

G,G49 00 00

938 02 03
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U8 To M. lToilp;o of Nantes, liis draft 20th Dceembcv,

accepted by IMr, Deane ....
John Hancock’s drafts, favor Sundries

jMr. A. Lee’s order, favor I>yrd, 00 lonis d’ors .

Mr. Deane’s acceptation of the drafts of T. Thom-

son, Coffin .......
cash paid i\Ir. A. Lee, 11th inst.

cash paid i\[r. Silas Deane, 13th inst.

J. 'Williams of Nantes, from 18th September to

10th January, of Avhich 500,000 was ap>proved

of by Messrs. Franklin, Deane, and Leo, rest

b}’ Franklin and Deane . . . . .

my commission on livres 1,200,275 0 7 at 1 per

cent ........
postage of letters, packets, and other charges on

their account ......

99 “

100 “

101 “

102 “

103 “

10-1 “

10

3,000 00 00

17,400 00 00

720 00 00

08,084 00 00

4,800 00 00

4,000 00 00

503,007 05 10

0,451 00 0-1

1,008 00 00

7 “

8 “

9 “

10 “

11 “

12 “

13

14 “

15 ‘‘

10 “

17 “

18 “

1,002,003 01 01

balance of the above account of the 15th Janu-

ary, 1778 205,725 03 OO

Arnoux de Saulsaye of the Orient, drafts Gth

July, account Indian ..... 5,000 00 00

E. Ilaimann’s draft, 20th December, accepted by

Mr. Deane 2,032 18 01

Messrs. Franklin and Deane’s order of the 20th

January, favor Sabatticr & Despres . . 40,105 17 07

Borard Brothers of the Orient, their draft, 12th

January, accepted by Deane .... 2,074 17 00

J. "IVilliams, since 10th January to 20th, on ac-

count of the credit given to him of 200,000 by

jMessrs. Franklin and Deane .... 30,802 09 00

Sabattier & Sons’ drafts, 8th January, approved

by IMessrs. Franklin, Deane, and Lee . . 153,003 17 04

my commission on 243,100 at d per cent . . 1,215 10 00

postage and other charges from 15th January to

24th 52 14 00

'Williams’s draft, 2d Sept, omitted in last account"]

2,000 00

draft of Samuel Nicholson of Nantes, 8th Nov.

250 17

J

]\fr. Franklin’s order of 20th January, favor r>ois

IMartin........

1

2,259 17 00

I

0.353 00 00
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19 To Mr. Franklin’s order, 2d February, favor Da-

nets and Ilennel ......
20 “ cash to Mr. A. Lee_

21 “ jMr. Deaiio’s order, February G, favor Holleville

22 “ Mr. Franklin’s same day, favor Franklin, Jr.

23 “ Messrs. Franklin, Deane, and Lee’s orders, 6th

February, favor AV. Lee, Iz’d., 48,000 48,000

24 “ Air. Deane, 12th February ....
25 “ Messrs. Franklin, Deane, and Lee’s drafts, 12th

February, favor Captain Courtier .

2G “ Air. Franklin a Pill of Exchange on London for

100 sterling, a 31 .

27 “ Air. Deane’s order, Gth February, favor Captain

Courtier, £52 10 a 31^

28 “ Alessrs. Franklin and Deane’s order of the Gth

of February for 100 louis ....
29 “ Deane’s draft of Amsterdam, 8th January,

30 “ cash to Air. A. Lee, IGth January, as per receipt

31 “ AIes.srs. Franklin and Deane’s orders, 18th Jan.

favor Roy de Chaumont ....
32 “ cash received by AI. Bourbonnette 5th May last,

from llorneca, Fireaux, & Co., Amsterdam .

33 “ Thomas Bell of Nantes, his draft, Gth February,

on Air. Deane ......
34 “ cash to Air. AVilliam Lee, February 28th, as per

receipt........
35 “ Alessrs. Franklin and Deane’s order, Alarch 2d,

favor Blunden ......
3G “ cash to Air. A. Lee, Alarch Gth, as per receipt .

37 “ Alessrs. Franklin and Deane’s order, Alarch 2d,

favor Blunden . . .

38 “ cash to Air. A7. Lee, Alarch 10th, as per receipt

39 “ J. Hancock’s draft, 14th Sept. 30 days, order the

Chev. Desbeusson......
40 “ cash paid Bondel the Printer ....
41 “ llorneca, Fireaux, & Co. draft 2Gth January, for

their remittance 4,000 ITatina

42 “ Sam, AYharton of London, 17th Feb. approved by

Air. Deane .......
43 “ Sam. Darcy of Bordeaux, 21st December, on S.

Deane ........
44 “ Air, Silas Deane’s assignment IGtli Alarch, to

James Bornel ......

17,404 OG 03

2,400 00 00

509 00 00

4,800 00 00

9G,000 00 00

2,500 00 00

1,433 14 03

2,322 00 00

1,200 00 00

2,400 00 00

2,400 00 00

2,400 00 00

8G,000 00 00

4,351 05 03

570 14 00

9G0 00 00

3jG00 00 00

4,800 00 00

240 00 00

1,G5G 00 00

4,712 00 00

24G 00 00

20,213 17 OG

19,520 14 00

4,800 00 00

250 00 00
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APFENDIX OF DOCUMENTS. Ill

— To Mr. Silas Deane’s assignment, 17th IMarch, to

B. Nicholson ......
cash paid Mr. W. Lee 16th March, as per receipt45

46

47

48

49

Silas Deane 17th March, as per receipt

Leguy, Beauregard, Sons & Co. of Mario, draft

Gth of March on Silas Deane

cash paid Silas Deane I\Jarch 24, as per receipt

50 “ an assignment March 25th, favor W. J. Franklin

51

240 00 00

955 00 00

3,600 00 00

4,800 00 00

523 00 00

2,400 00 00

4,800 00 00

‘ J. 'Williams’s drafts since last account to this

day, 28th March 178,273 03 09

52 )

^2
vTo drafts by J. Hancock on Commissioners . . 4,767 00 00

54 To assignment of Mr. S. Deane 25th March, to

Johnson, 27 All 800,600 .... 1,400 00 00

“ my commission on livres 490,756 15 6 at 1 per

cent 2,453 00 00

“ postage of letters, packets, and other charges . 441 10 00

On Tvhich sum I have received

1,043,738 17 00

750,000 00 00

293,738 17 00

This account amounts to the sum of two hundred ninety-three thousand seven

hundred and thirty-eight livres seventeen sous, which is the balance due to

Ferdinand Grand this day, 27th March, 1778. Errors excepted.

Credits, 1777.

By balance settled 10th June

“ cash 5th July .......
“ a remittance of S. & J. Hans Dellap, account M. Crury

“ cash the 10th October

“ cash Gth November from Lavabre & Doernir Co.

664,178 1 1

500,000 0 0

2,400 0 0

500,000 0 0

GOO 0 0
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112 ATPENinX OF DOCUMENTS.

Messus, FllAXKLIN, DEANE & CO., their account with E. GRAND of raris,

DR. CR.

Jan’y, 1 Ry ca.sli from tliosc gentlemen, per receipt . 500,000 0 0

Fclj’r}
O To cask paid to L. Matter of Nantes 108 00 0

3 “ M. J) 0ux for Ids quarter G25 03 0

4 “ IM. Chaumont Mr. Deane’s bills 180,000 00 0

]March. 5 “ Tk. Hyson of Dunkirk, Ids draft . 15,109 11 0

G “ cask to i\Ir. Hodge at Dunkirk 7,044 11 0

April. 7 “ iMr. Deane’s draft Otk April, on sigkt 9,707 10 5

8 “ cask paid Mr. Hodge at Dunkirk . 12,075 IG 0

9 “ Horueau Fireaux Ids drafts (April) 300,000 00 0

10 “ my remittance B, 1000 at 531- (April) 2,242 19 9

11 “ cask to Mr. Hodge at Dunkirk 12,075 16 0

12 “ Mr. Deane’s orderfavor M. Ckaumont 8,729 15 0

13 “ my commission on 559,818 . 2,795 04 0

14 “ postage of letters 227 14 0

15 Balance in my favor carried to nevy account 02,071 8 5

livres 502,071 08 5 502,071 8 5

April. To tke above balance . G2,071 08 5

By cask from tke above gentlemen 500,000 0 0

IG To cask paid Mr. Hodge at Dunkirk 9,377 15 3

May. 17 u u u u 8,093 11 u

18 “ tkeir order tke 7tk, favor Montkieu 220,000 00 0

10 “ 09,455 00 0

20 “ cask paid IMr. Hodge at Dunkirk 204 14 0

June. 21 (( (C U u 2,500 12 0

2‘^ “ tkeir order favor Sabattier . 10,000 00 0

23 “ Mr. Ross, kis draft May 17 at 90 450,000 00 0

By cask from tkese gentlemen . 1,000,000 0 0

By discount for two montks five days on

450,000 3,250 0 0

To my commission on 1,438,000 7,190 00 0

“ postage 112 15 0

By balance due by tkose gentlemen . GG4,178 01 1

1,503,250 00 0 1,503,250 0 0

Errors excepted. —
To Ross by Mr. Grand 450,000

“ “ Jonatkau IVilliams 20,000

-17(»,000
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ATPENDIX OF DOCUMENTS. ii;5

EXTllACT FROM THE BANKER GRAND’S ACCOUNT OF MONEY
PAID TO :\rR. HODGE.

1777

iUarch 18 Pour autant pa}"e a ]\I. Iloclgc a Dunkerque sur Ic credit

1 24in quo je lui avois atable cliez St. Dque. Morel

et Fils et d’Ordre de IM. Deane avec fraitc . 7,0-1-f 11 0

autant payes a M. Hodge a Dunkerque avec fraitc 12,075 IG 0

“ “ “ ‘‘ 25,284 18 5

ci qui a ete paye a M. 4Vm. Hodge a Dunkerque,

sur le credit qui jc lui avois etable cbez Stc. Dque.

jMorel et Fils, cot article ainsi que Ics suivants

semblablcs sont de I’ordre de M. Deane

April IG

2G

28

Mai

Mai

Juin

autant pay(i a i\I. Hodge a Dunkerque .

9,o77 15 8

8,003 11 3

2G4 14 0

2,508 12 G

June 4. To a payment tlie widow Dque. IMorel & Sons made to Wm.

Hodge of 12,000 and charges, approved bylMr. Deane 12,083 00 0

10 “ “ made the 10th to “ and charges 15,000 15,008 12 0

“ “ both approved by IMr. Deane, 2Gth, 2,58G . 2, GOG 02 0

02,441 OG 3

A GENERAL STATE OF THE ACCOUNT BETWEEN THE COMMISSION-

ERS AT PARIS FROM THE UNITED STATES OF NORTH AMERICA,'

AM) MONS. GRAND, BANKIHl, SHOWING WHAT PUBLIC 5IONEYS

PASSED THROUGH MR. DEANE’S AND THE OTHER COMMISSIONERS’

HANDS, REFERRED TO IN MR. DEANE’S LETTER TO CONGRESS.

Total amount of moneys received by the Commissioners to the

time of Mr. Deane’s leaving Paris 3,753,250 00 00

The balance due to IM. Grand the 27th IMarcli last, amounted to 203,738 17 00

Total amount of expenditures in Dollars, 800,337f ;
in livres 4,04G,088 17 00

The same particularized

—

To Monsieur Chaumont for 2,000 barrels powder for brass can-

non for the frigate at Nantes, &c. &c. •
. . . 277,177 00 00

“ Caj)taiii Hyson for the purchase of a lugger for a packet . 15,1 GO 1 1 00

15
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114 ArrENDIX OF EOCUMEXTS.

To 'Mr. ITodgo, \v1io purdiascd successively two cutters iit Dun-

kirk, kc., paid the expenses of Conynglmm’s imprison-

ment, kc. kc. 02,720 10 03

“ Ilornica, Fitzeau, & Co. at Amsterdam, for the building a

large ship of war, and IM. Bony’s expenses 307,27-1 12 00

“ purchase cordage, kc. for said ship . . 72,000 00 00

“ pay for goods purchased there by Merkle,

according to his contract with Congress 44,250 04 03

“ paid “ for gun-locks, kc. sent to Nantes

to Mr. ’Williams, as was also the goods

bought by Merkle ..... 20,213 17 OG

“ paid “ for moneys paid out by them to

Monsieur Dumas and other expenses at

Amsterdam 4,351 05 03

Total paid the house of Ilornica, Fitzeaus, & Co. 448,008 10 00

“ paid M. Monthicu for liis magazineat Nantes 220,000 00 00

“ cash advanced by him for goods bought at

Nantes 00,455 02 00

“ “ 11,184 00 00

“ fusees shipped at IMarscilles which arrived

at Portsmouth ..... 12,000 00 00

“ freight due him 120,000 00 00

“ so much in part of his contract for clothing 00,000 00 00

“ cash paid IMr. Ross to enable him to pay for goods purchased

by him agrcealjle to his contract with Congress

“ cash paid Sabattier, Desprez, & Co. and IMr. Ilolker, for

15,000 suits of clothes, &c. ......
“ cash paid Desgray, Beaugeard, Fils k Co. for 100 tons of

saltpetre purchased at 11 s. the pound, or 51 d. sterling

“ Mr. W. Lee and Mr. Izard for their ex'penses

“ Monsieur Coder for clothing ......
“ Mr. Jonathan '^Villiams at various times ....
“ cash paid IMonsieur Monthicu on account ....
“ Dorcts Hornet for fusees delivered at Nantes

“ cash to the orders of Captains Thomson and Henman for re-

fitting and equipping their ships at L’Orient .

“ cash paid at L’Orient for carriages and other articles for the

ship building at Amsterdam ......
N. B. She was to have been brought to L’Orient to be

armed.

484,509 02 00

450.000 00 00

538,438 07 11

119.001 00 00

90,000 00 00

73,810 00 00

981,901 10 04

0,410 00 00

17,404 00 03

70,092 17 08

5,000 00 00

“ orders of IMr. Hancock' [taid 35,009 00 00
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AIM’EXDTX OF 130CLIMFXTS. 1 ir

To i)ai(l AFcssrs. Dclap.s for sundry supplies and disbursemcuts

to tlic Lexington and otlier ships .....
“ amount of orders i>aid for the refitting of tlic Lexington, the

Reprisal, aud other Continental shljis, the orders draAvn by

Captain Weeks, by Captain Johnson, by Captain Nicholson,

and others, as may be seen in i\L Grand’s account, D D .

amount of -what the Commissioners paid for their private

expenses, of what they paid for expresses, for shoos, and

other articles bought at Paris and shipped from Nantes,

with other disbursements, as may be seen at large in M.

Grand’s account ........

42,503 13 10

48,202 03 10

214,285 13 11

livres 4,040,988 17 00

MR. DEANE’S ASSUMED CONTRACT WITH ^I. REAUMARCIIAIS.

]\i:emoire for CLOTiiixa.

12,500 aunes of blue cloth to cost nearl}" 8 livres per aune; 2,500 aunes of

cloth of the following colors for la]>els or facings, viz: 500 scarlet, 5()0 green,

500 crimson, 500 but! or white, 500 yellow or orange
;
25,000 aunes of slialuuns

for lining the clothes, of the value of about 1 livre per aune of Ijlue color; 7,000

aunes of linen for lining breeches, and otlier use in making up the clothes, of the

value of 1 livre 10 sous per aune
; 2,000 pounds sewing thread for making up the

clothes of a blue color; 100 pounds blue sewing silk
;
10,000 dozen of coat metal

buttons, jilain whife; 10,000 dozen of vest or small buttons, plain; 30,000 aunes

of linen for shirts, at about 2 livres jier aune; 5,000 blankets; 10,000 pair stock-

ings, Avhite woollen
;
4,000 aunes of blue cloth of better ipiality, for oilicers, to

cost about 12 livres per aune; IJJOO aunes for facing or lapels of scarlet, of

green, of crimson, of buff, or white, of orange, or yellow, of each an equal quan-

tity
;
4,000 aunes of blue shaloon for lining the above, of about 2 livres i)cr aune

value; 1,000 dozen of plain 'white metal coat buttons
;
2,000 dozen plain white

metal vest buttons or small; 3,000 aunes of linen for oflicers’ shirts of 2 livres

10 sous or 3 livres per aune; 500 pounds weight sewing thread for making up

coarse shirts.

The above estimate is for 5,000 men to bo clothed in blue, the facings to be

various in the ditl'ercnt battalions, consequently 30,000 men will take six times

the quantity, in the whole of each pai'ticular article above mentioned, which fol-

lows in detail.

N. R. It is unnecessary to repeat liere the particulars of each color, as they
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IIG APPENDIX OF DOCUMENTS.

rim in the same style and (luantity, only varying the colors, and each part for
5,000

men is pnt np distinct.

OTHER STORES.
24,000

annos of coarse shagg cloth, of Avoollcn of 5]- Avide, for melas or Indian

stockings, so called, to cost 2 10 or 3 livi-es per aune
;
of this quality the colors

must be bine, scarlet, and green, an equal quantity of each; also, 30,000 Avoollcn

caps of the same color as the clothes, in equal quantities, viz: 5,000 of blue,

5,000

scarlet, 5,000 green, 5,000 brown or gray, and 10,000 black, the latter to

go Avith the pale blue and gray clothing or uniform; also, 100 needles of the

coarse or common kind, and 100 small aAvls for the soldiers to mend their clothes

Avith; also, 00,000 colored handkerchiefs, one for the neck, a custom among

American soldiers, and one for the pocket; also, 30,000 pair of cheap shoe and

knee buckles; 30,000 large cutteau knives; 000 boxes of tin plates; 200 brass

four-pounders; 88,315 balls; 27 nine-inch brass mortars
;
12,320 bombs; 30,000

fusils; 00,000 gun locks; 0,000,000 of flints; 200 or 100 tons lead; 200 tons of

powder; 10,000 pair hose for otlicers
;
10,000 additional blankets; 10,000 addi-

tional silk handkercliicfs, and 30,000 linen handkerchiefs Avith several smaller

articles, such as buttons, buckles, knives, &,c. &c.

M. BEAUMARCHAIS’S CONTRACT WITH IMONTIIIEU.

WE the Subscribers, John Joseph IMonthieu and Roderique Ilortalcz & Co.,

IMr. Silas Deane being present, and approving of the folloAving settlement for the

United Colonics, have*hgrced as folloAVS, viz;

—

That John Joseph Monthieu promises to furnish for the thirteen United Colo-

nies ,of North America, a number of vessels armed for Avar and loaded Avith stores

and goods to the amount of sixteen hundred, tons, sufficient to carry over to some

of the ports of North America belonging to the thirteen United States, all the

stores and goods of Avhich the amount fixed and signed'by us is valued to the

Aveight and number of about sixteen hundred tons above mentioned. It is agreed

that he shall be paid for sixteen hundred tons, the Avhole contents of the ships, at

the rate of tivo hundred livres per tun
;
the said Monthieu further engages to

have the said ships ready to sail from the ports of Havre, Nantes, and Marseilles,

to the order of Messrs. Roderique Hortalez and Co., viz., the ship Avhich is to

carry over the passengers mentioned in the agreement to sail from Havre, and

that sailing from Nantes shall be ready in the month of November, and the others

in December next, on the condition that the half of the payment for the aliove

said freight at the rate of two hundred livres for each ton to go over to America

and come back to France, the ships being likewise h.>aded in their return for the
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APPENDIX OF DOCUMENTS. 117

nccovint of tlie tliirtoon United Colonics, uud of iMossr.s. rvodcriquc llortalez &

Co., wlio arc ncconutable for the same, will be made directly in ready money,

bills of oxeliange, or any other notes of hand ncgoti:d)le, and iMessrs. llortalez &

Co. will engage themselves to pay me tlie same—the other half part of the agreed

bargain between us at the time when these ships Avill sail; agreeing besides that it

will be paid to me five hundred livres for the passage of every olliccr or gentleman

not belonging to the ship, twm hundred and tifty livres for each soldier and ser-

vant, and one hundred and fifty for each seaman passenger. It has been posi-

tively settled betw'een us that all tlie risks of sea and the ca})ture of the .said

ships arc entirely on the account of the Congress of the United Colonies, and

these vessels shall be paid to me at the rate on wdiich each of these vessels will

be estimated upon the bargain wdiich has been made b}'^ me—engaging to give to

Messrs. llortalez & Co. before the sailing of these vessels from any of the ports

above mentioned, the ccrtiticatcs containing the price of the imrchase; and last,

it is agreed that if the Americans detain these ships, or some of them, more than

two months in their ports without loading them for their return to France, all

the expenses, wages, and appurtenances from the day of the arrival of these

ships in the ports of North America till their departure from these same ]>orts,

wall be on their account (two months excepted), and shall be paid by them or by

^Messrs, lloderirpic llortalez & Co. in their own name, and answering for the

Congress of the United Colonics. We agree to the above said conditions, and ayc

promise to fulfil exactly all those which concerns us, in faith of Avhat w'c have

signed this Avriting the loth of October, 1770.

nODERIQUE IIORTALEZ & CO.

MONTIIIEU.

SILAS DEANE.

Aijcnl for the thirteen United Slates of Xorth America.

LETTER OF MR. DEANE TO RORERT MORRIS.

De.ar Sir

—

Your brother, lUr. T. IMorris, came to toAvn the Idtli, and I Avas informed

that evening that he had letters from you to me, and also letters in wdiich the

Commissioners Averc jointly concerned. I have since his arrival repeatedly ap-

plied to liim to obtain the letters, but Avithout success
;
nor has he communicated

anything to the Commissioners; nor has he seen them, excepting Mr. Lee, by ac-

cident at a public Avalk two days since. A friend of mine shoAved me a letter

from Mr. Ross, the inclosed No. 1 is an extract of it. This is probably all I

shall knoAv of the contents, as 1 have no reason to hope that the original Avill ever

come to my hands. This you Avill suppose is sullicicnt to inform me in Avhat
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iiinnn'er the candid and friendly part I have acted towards you has been repre-

sented, and how you have resented it. I. slioidd be less surprised, were I not

assured that Mr. Dromfield was arrived, and that you must liave received my let-

ter by him, copy of which. No. 2, I inclose for your reperusal. I little thought

at that time that I was doing what would occasion me the loss of your friendship,

and draw on me your reproaches, atfected as I a)u by the conscqueiices, for I

have ever held your friendsliip, or the share I thought I had in it, both honora-

ble and agreeable; yet were I again in the same situation, I would again act the

same part, which you, I am confident, will approve when you are acciuriinted with

tlie whole truth, of which you cannot long be ignorant. Your brother’s conduct

cannot at this time be a secret in America
;

it is therefore unnecessary for me to

say one word on the subject.

As many of the Commissioners’ letters may have failed, I take the liberty of in-

closing an extract of a letter wrote jointly by Dr. Franklin and myself in March

last, in which we sent an extract of a letter from IMr. Lee, who had been at Nantes

and was then at Bordeaux. This letter was to the Committee, and consequently

to Congress. "We wrote one also previous to this, to the Committee, just before Mr.

Lee’s going to Nantes, in Avhich your brother’s conduct Avas mentioned; but you

Avill observe that my letter by Mr. Bromfield, of the 5th of January, Avas the first

in Avhich I mentioned your brother’s conduct as being in my 0})inion bad beyond

recover}', and that this letter Avas directed to you particularly. I might, indeed,

have Avrote you at large before, had I been Avilling to Avritc from the reports of

those Avho saAV him in London
;
but the prejudice I had in favor of his abilitie.s, as

well as the friendship I had, and permit me still to entertain foi’ you, prevented

my saying more than “that I feared pleasure had got too strong hold of him,”

Avhich expression you will find repeated in my letter of November and December

last; and your letter to me expressed the'same fear on your part.

Letters from IMr. Boss at Hamburg, and from very respectable characters in

different parts of Europe, Avould justify much more than Avhat I have ever Avrote

or said to you or to the Committee—to the latter I wrote jointly Avith my

colleagues.

I am informed that you complain of me that I wrote to the Congress before I

informed you of his behavior; as to this, the dates of my letters Avill shoAV that

you are in error, Avhich I suppose Avas occasioned by some of my letters being

intercepted, and othei's arriving Avithout duplicates of the first.

I refer you to your letter to me by Captain Bell, for Avhat Avere your feelings

and distress on receiving intelligence of Avhat Avas your brother’s mode of life,

and the resolutions you took upon it
;

also to your subsequent letter to IMr. Boss

on the same subject, both of Avhich Avere Avrote in consequence of other informa-

tion than mine. I must also refer you to my letter by Captain Hammond, and

submit to your cool and candid determination Avhether I acted the part of a friend

or an enemy. I confess to you, that Captain Wilkes at that time gave me real

hopes that matters Avere not so bad as both he and I as Avell as every one else
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liiive since found them to have been. I refer you to Captain Wilkes on this sub-

ject if you arc still in doubt—I mean with respect to my conduct in this all'air.

I am informed, for I have not the advantage of the letter directed for me open

to your brother, that it is insinuated that interested and private views influenced

me to write as I did, and that the fixing Mr. 'Williams at Nantes was the object I

had in view. I am very sorry you should be so imposed upon; the consequences

must idtimately be more prejudicial to yourself than to any other person. In

the mean time, as a man of honor I assure you, I have neither interest or connec-

tion in Mr. Williams’s business, nor have I engaged in the smallest private

concern, except what you have been acquainted with, and which you know was

in consequence of your letter in June, 177C.

Mr. Williams came to France to visit Dr. Franklin; he was in a good way of

business in London, Avhere he was entering into business Avith a capital house in

the sugar business. England Avas disagreeable to him, solely on account of tho

animosities Avhich prevailcil among individuals on account of the public quarrel.

The stores Avhich I had engaged, and Avhich Avere sent out in the Merciu-y and

Therese, Avere at Nantes, Avhere matters had been so conducted that you must

suppose I had no confnlcnce in the managers. On this occasion, I applied to hlr.

AVilliams, as a friend, to make a journey to Nantes, and examine the goods and

see them shipped. lie left Paris Avithout intending to tarry longer than to per-

form this business, but his conduct at Nantes Avas so much the reverse of Avhat

had preceded, that every one Avho Avished Avell to our atfairs desired he might be

continued there. No solicitations, the interest of my country Avas my sole motive;

I kncAV he served it faithfully, and I kneAv him generous and disinterested in the

service. Yes sir, disinterested; and you Avill acknoAvledge it, Avhen you are in-

formed that Avhat he exacted of us Avas barely a sufficiency to support him, not

amounting to one-fourth of one per cent, on tlie business, lie has, if I am to have

tho credit of fixing him there, done mo great honor; he has at the same time

olitained the good opinion and friendship of the capital persons at Nantes. I am

thus particular on this subject, as I am Avcll convinced it has been represented to

you very differently; hoAV it has been represented I knoAV not, nor am I like to be

informed, but from second-hand, by your brother’s shoAving your letter directed

to me, to IMr. lloss, ami telling some others Avhat Avere its contents
;
and that

you not only justified his conduct, but had obtained for him more ample appoint-

ments, Avith severe reprimands to me, and even oblique censure on Dr. Franklin,

Avho happens to be l\Ir. W’illiams’s uncle.

It is hard for me, acting as I have done from the most disinterested motives,

and from those principles of friendship Avhich shall be ever sacred Avith me, to

have been thus censured by you unheard, and tliat you should still confide so far

in your brother as to put the censure in his hands, not to be slioAvn to mo but to

others. lAvrote tho 5th of January, youAvould almost think Avith a presentiment

of Avhat Avas to happen. I said then “ that I Avould not be angry,” and I assure

you I am not, but I am exceedingly hurt, not on account of any prejudice your



my
r'

*tt^7 mm
,.i uy^-\

'

“)
' if-''^ /,*»>oij j. «! Ha% »tV un|<f»‘.f^ r'i't .tii»i» f|’>H.j*i:|fi

3'

* ^v:v’)',iiyit ‘M«»^f^’Vl^< oill j^^lfi'S**!*!* *«
^‘• ’1 > ifn ,,«j»](^'A» p^tiylf\^m<U AM
,/»f>,. z . ''*i**^ M^> >'1 ^4'^»'<^ «« ig^

i .wi **
; v\y ^ HT ^Tff'k *0^ ini

'
' 'w i/ati Ji

',v!‘

li^uJ .'*{it »‘s4>*^irt

h" '

'-M. Jl/iti/nl

i:-!

\fi‘'

i^i

1 ii%U f.iti
!jg

7VlA? iiflrfv.' w»fti(r/i-H l«

I' '.iJ'f'i^ ' fiii# ^\> 4ilt'''i'»*'«w 5<‘j Hi **<ii4Witiu$adii4ii» I

<v.f;^, , ' ^«l£w«s# jV»i» ^»toti:* i y .cmv[ 4 ? .h ••*'^’J « '•». .jii^ji!j;r»;

u |» sf^4

7‘"r*n 4^f fi^itm "* -^« * o.',' iji ;., .f -.(l^
i*'»i ’«l

r? ^4jj^N N>t<t»A 4^(|fcli4«w oi tf#w iwAjy oili^ •»•“*
’

•
-c ‘t ft

Mfcni«;v...;;> r»H« i tiM^- .xO^Vtijr^ »( '-yii>^'',

Wf»» #»t Mfir *
' t

•
» .• 4 vVf .m*?r;'Vi.

A<fl ,HiXn iti'Uicm »f-ii;jNial(tfBtf» 0 ni* 1.. lo /r.41 • rtriA

V** 4 m4 fH* I 4U f^iii tu^ .1 i.i|^) ii)o 1(Mii*ijpfA-4*.jti 4i

•'fi..»w» .'ft 11. krfii »,i ,if»<i*i4 fi 'nil urn • 'fb>l ia 4«iMrzi#iiy

^ i».„. :» ' 44^ l^i‘<*A^ rxft te Uhji ^Isr-

,;•- nr-, •
, 1/ ( .-» ,’^ii0m ni K\t^t

'!fc4 m |< »•
' '''"m Vn*-i'^ >« I^w^y )•»«»»• M7Tigr%te.l MUI n ^«it W

ft |tloW,4v7 Ml 'll**! rV'^irfft- VjrfH S''*fM, i<0« .^!l^J^,|j< . * *4/11

"Mrft» n%>ii..:mlA tint i-y

" C'ii jT'l »•'<”, ii /-i /Tjri f Mifpfiii „
i\i S^feS^eJiwISSfii i .K^.'-li-iL'

t-..^
i «. ,»,„ ip,«uj/ir'^

4 '. ^,(,'i!
»-

• ''’"f'” •%‘U jirA
,

1^'
: ti

*v,M t»(pu'll*ir.{l AytLtl

V<I Vf,f w, WL'I*' >xif4t»»-i 'W* ^ f.:w *r^.f?v

*

%?'*>*«i<lilW>W ,«fW: ^

m^'piA *i:ft.«4i‘3t5toi
4 ,ti. : ta j ;i«c‘W



120 ArrKX])IX OF DOCUMENTS.

brother’s conduct 'will in tlic end do me particularly, but on your account more

immediately; for myself, I know you will justify and thank me for the part I

have acted when you know the whole circumstances of the atfair. I say on your

account immediately—for let me inform you of what it is probable others will

not—it is reportc'l that your brotlicr’s excesses, though no w'ay comparable to

the present, were known to you several years before he left America.

The friends of America in France, as well as the Americans themselves, are so

surprised to find liim still continued in the most important, as well as the most

delicate trust, and of being at the head as it were of the American commerce at

this critical period, and at the same time are grieved to see the elfects this confi-

dence has on him. You may suppose that this occasions much speculation, not

among the Americans only, but among the merchants of Europe, to whom the

management of our afi’airs in the commercial department is no secret.

Mr. Eoss does justice to the character you gave of him. I expect to sec him

in Paris in a few days, when I shall show him what I noAV write you.

I have not the least desire of intermeddling in the commercial concerns of the

Congress in Europe, nor of going out of my own department, whatever it may be,

on any occasion
;
but I have been obliged to take much upon my hands in the

procuring supplies of clothing, &c., as have also my colleagues, on account of the

unhappy situation of our afl'airs here as to commerce. 1 Avill not add to a letter

already long, only that if I have been mistaken in anything, you Avill reflect that

I Avrite in reply to a part of one of yours Avhich I am unable to procure a sight

of, and assure you that no private concern afl’ects me more than the having draAvn

on myself your resentment by my desire of serving you
;
and though confident

you Avill soon be disabused, yet I fear the part you have taken for your brother

in this aflair, though you have doubtless acted from the most natural as Avell as

generous and good principles, may produce consequences Avhich none but your

as Avell as my enemies Avish for. P>c assured that I retain the highest esteem

and respect for you in your public as Avell as private character, and am

Your sincere friend and very humble servant,

SILAS DEANE.

Pahis, 2od September, 1777.

LETTER FROM SILAS DEANE TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Paths, October 5, 1777.

Dear Sir

—

After closing my letters of the 23d and 2Gth ultimo, Avhich I presume you Avill

lay before the Congress, Mr. INIorris, on the 27th, called on me and said he liad a

letter from you, Avhich, tliough directed to me, resi)ected the Commissioners, ami

i
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tlicrcforc he chose to deliver it iii the presence of Dr. Franklin. I therenpon

conducted him to the Dr.’s apartments, and he delivered the letter to him. It was

open, very much worn and dirty, and the cover in which it was wrapped, with-

out being scaled, was superscribed in the handwriting of Mr. T. Morris. After

Dr. Franklin had read the letter, Mr. T. Morris told us we had written to Con-

gress more than was true respecting his conduct, that the Congress were of this

opinion, and that he should hereafter despise us and treat us with the greatest

contempt, adding other insulting expressions, not necessary to be repeated; to all

Avhich my venerable colleague made this reply: “It gives me pleasure to be

respected by men who are themselves respectable, but I am indifferent to the

sentiments of those of a different character, and I only wish that your future con-

duct may be such as to entitle you to the approl)ation of your honorable constitu-

ents.” On parting, Mr. T. Morris told us he had shown the letter to all whom

he thought his friends, and having copied it, he should continue to show it in the

same manner. How public it may soon be made by him, or those he communi-

cated it to, I know not, but I am apprehensive that many who are neither I'riends

to him nor to America have already seen it, and that this indiscreet exposure of

it may give our enemies an opportunity of using it to strengthen their accounts

of our internal divisions, animosities, &c. 1 must also inform you that jMr. Pen-

net, pretending to have received intelligence from you of what 1 wrote to Con-

gress concerning him, has had the assurance to send me, open, by Mr. T. Morris,

an insulting and menacing letter, which had also been shown in the same manner.

Put such proceedings from these men are not surprising, after you have not only

informed them of what we had written to Congress, but have, as I understand,

excited them to resent it: though, as far as respects your brother, you yourself

declare that you helieve every iillle of it. The extracts Avhich I inclosed in my last

will evince that the good or ill opinion of such men cannot affect us as individu-

,als, though I must confess that it appears derogatory to our puldic character, as

Avell as of dangerous example, that we should be exposed to such treatment for

having, as the servants of the public, done an act of indispensatc duty to our

constituents.

Your })rincipal cause of complaint against us, as stated in your letter, is that

“ we did not supi)ress all information to Congress respecting your brother, and

convey it only to you in private, beca\ise your letters by Captain Dell ought to

have convinced us that it was not necessary, and that you did not wish him em-

ployed in the public service if he did not deserve it.” You should, however, have

retlected (and I remark it once for all), that the letters by Capt. Dell, on which

jmu frequently lay so much stress, did not, and could not possibly come to h.and

until long after we had written that to Congress of which you complain, and

your brother’s conduct had then become so tlagrant and notorious, that we did

not imagine our silence would have ])reserved to him a gootl name, though it

must liave appeai-ed lil;e a culpable sacrifice of judilic duly to private fVieud.' hip,
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and a sacrifice too, wliicli, had we been disposed to make, did not appear likely to

do you any service. Nor would this have been otherwise had it not been for the

present very limited communication from Europe to America. You say too that, in

your letter by Capt. Dell, you had put your brother in my “power to be confirmed

in his employment or dismissed, as his conduct might require.” The letter in

question Avas Avritten by you in your private capacity, and it did not ai»pcar to me

that the private letter of any individual member of Congress Avould authorize me

to displace a man regularly vested by Congress Avith poAvers independent of those

given to the Commissioner, Of this your lirother apiieared, both then and since,

to be perfectly sensible, and lie has long since set us at defiance. It seems, there-

fore, to be Avrong in you “to get up in Congress and declare that you had put

your brother in my poAver,” Ac., unless Congress had given you special poAver

over that department, Avhich indeed apjiears likely to have liecii the case, from

your declaring “that if }'our brother’s conduct had been such as to insi>ire you

Avilh perfect confidence, all the Commissioners at Paris should not have removed

him.” lloAvevcr, as you did not inform me of your having such special authority,

all that I could do, in consequence of your letter, Avas privately to admonish your

brother, and endeavor by my friendly exertions, if possible, to reclaim him; and

that I Avas desirous of doing this you Avill see by my friendly letter of * * *

Respecting the information of gentlemen at Nantes, I shall only observe that,

interested as certain persons there are to have jMr. T. Morris continued in his

appointment, it is not surprising that they should represent things in his favor;

time, hoAvever, Avill discover Avho has really done the business which passed

under his name, and in Avhat manner it has been done; their other scandalous

imputations are as contemptible as they are Avicked. I have never had any

“nepheAV, cousin, or partner to provide for,” and our motives respecting Mr,

'Williams have been truly stated in my letter of the 28d ult. You Avill before

this have heard that the Commissioners committed to him the care of forAvarding

their dispatches; Ave had good reason for this precaution, arising from the man-

ner in Avhich letters to and from .Imcrica Avere understood to have been treated

by certain iiorsons at Nantes, and Ave Avere at that time more particularly induced

to it by Captain Hammond’s having just been detained near a fortnight after ho

had received from us dispatches of great importance, Avhereby he lost the advan-

tage of a most favorable Avind, and Ave much fear he has been himself lost in con-

seujuence of it, having heard nothing of his arrival.

You Avill also, I suppose, have heard that the Commissioners authorized Mr.

AVilliams to sell the prizes lately made by Captains "Wilkes, Johnson, and Nichol-

son
;
for this too Ave had sufficient motives. AYe kneAV that in Mr. T. Morris’s parox-

ysms of intemperance and debauchery he Avas unfit for all business, and shut up

from all access
;
that these paroxysms usually lasted for several Avecks together

Avithout a single hour’s omission, aivd that there Avere but very short intervals

betAveen the termination of one paroxysm and the commencement of another

;

and the business committed to him not being done by himself or by any in
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whom wc could confide, but by persons wlio bad just before very badly disposed

of prizes consigned to i\Ir. INIorris, we tbouglit the step we took a necessary act

of duty. i\lr. T. Morris, liowcver, denied both our general authority and that of

your letter by Capt. Bell, and has disposed of the prizes, and left us to jniy for

the repairs and other expenses of the Reprisal, Lexington, and Dolphin, amount-

ing to more than seventy thousand livres. Mr, T. Morris was directed by Con-

gress to pay us ten thousand pounds sterling, but so earl}" as in January last, he

boasted that we were in his power, and when we had received about sixty thou-

sand livres (not three thousand pounds). Gruel and Pennet, who manage ati'aii;s

as they please, ordered their banker at Paris to stop paying us any more, and to

protest our bills, wickedly hoping by that mana'uvre to get us into their })ower.

Such treatment (and I represent it in the softest light) must, I think, shoelc the

Congress as much as you were shocked by the rejtresentation we made to them.

jMr. Leo made two journeys, one to Spain, the other to Bei-lin, and our public

characters have required our living cxjiensively here
;

this, with the sums Ave have

paid for expresses, sent to and dispatched by us, and those avc have advanced

to relieve distressed Americans escaping from confinement in Ihigland, soon

exhausted our scanty supply, and avc have not at }»resent the snmllest ])i-ospect

of receiving any more of the ten thousand pounds ordered us. This, lioAvcvei-,

is a subject more proper for our joint representation, than for my answer to a

letter addressed individually to me. I am informed that Mr. T. Morris like-

Avise shoAvs about a very long letter from you to him, mentioniug among other

things that our letters respecting him had been read in Congi’ess, and not only

disbelieved, but treated with indignity. 'WJiat extraordinary causes have been

employed to produce such extraordinary effects I knoAV not, but as it seems the

Congress have been so far misled as to doubt Avhetlier the Commissioners have

not, from interested vieAvs, \injustly accused Mr, T, Morris, it becomes necessary

that they should be made acquainted Avith Avhat I have Avritten to you on this

subject, and I must therefoi’C request that you Avill communicate to Congress as

well the present letter as my last, Avitli the several extracts, documents, &c.,

inclosed thercAvith. 1 liave the honor to remain, Avith much esteem.

Dear Sir, your most obedient servant,

SILAS DEANE.

LKTTER OF ^IR. ROSS TO MR. DEANE.

Dear Str

—

I confirm and refer you to my last by the Saturday’s post. Permit me noAV to

inform you Mr. Morris is possessed of the instructions to Mr. Lee from Com-

mittee of Congress on his being appointed Commercial Agent here. Since your
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Inst lellcrcame to my hand I suspected this to be the case, from some circumstances, and

by accident last evening learnt it to be so. These instructions arc contained in a

letter addressed to Mr. Lee and Mr. i\Iorris, as joint agents, which is similar and

of equal force witli the separate powers on which Mr. Morris has acted hitherto.

I therefore take the liberty to recommend Mr. Lee’s repairing hitlier immediately,

to assume the management, being certain Mr. Morris will possess him of this

letter, so soon as they meet, though kept so long back, probably from inattention.

Am pleased INIr. Lee’s objection to coming here is so far removed by tlds intima-

tion, and flatter myself to have the pleasure of seeing him in Nantes previous to

my departure, which I hope may be the next week.

I am, with particular respect.

Dear Sir, your most obedient servant,

(Signed) JOHN LOSS.

Nantes, 22d July, 1777.

To Silas Deane, Esq.

LETTER FROM lUR. STT^IEON DEANE TO THE HON. SILAS DEANE, ESQ.

AND SIR GEORGE GRAND, INTERCEPTED (BY THE ENGLISH), AND
PUBLISHED IN LLOYD’S MORNING POST, AUGUST 20, 1778.

Hon. Silas Deane, Esq.

Dear Brother

—

I wrote you immediately after my arrival in the frigate Le Sensible
;

also three

letters from Yorktown; to those I must beg leave in part to refer you for the

different articles of intelligence at that time stirring; also the various manoeu-

vres, and appearances of parties and factions so notoriously prevailing in this

distracted country. I am sorry to think that such epithets may ever be truly

applied to any respectable public body; but the world must and will soon judge,

whether certain flagrant transactions proceed from these motives or not.

It is now about a fortnight since I left Yorktown, and having been travelling

in different parts of the country, have missed two posts from thence, otherwise

should have had letters from our B. D., also from Mr. Ilolker, Avho, I conclude,

is ere now at Yorktoivn. To-morroAV 1 go from hence again , to Petersburg and

Richmond, at which two places I expect to make my stand. I am sorry not to

find any of that numlier of vessels consigned me from Europe
;
and as these Capes

have been so closely blocked up, I expect they have fallen into the hands of the

English, except some few who have got into North Carolina, and have then thought

proper to do their own business, which is a practice they pretend to adopt, however

disadvantageous to their owners. But they very often bring some little piddling

fellow, Avho Avill do it to save himself the commissions, &c.
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I have not as yet had any intelligence concerning the Union, Capt. Welsh, i'roin

Cette, nor the Two Friends, frenn Nantes; but as the coinnuinication is at present

so interrupted both by land and water, I still hope they are somewhere arrived,

either northward or southward. If they were here with such valuable cargoes

as theirs, I could sell for £100,000, and procure tobticco at £d ])cr cent, in im-

mediate payment. Goods ai’O veiy high here and scarce
;
but should these Capes

continue open for a few weeks, as they liave been for two or three weeks past,

tobacco would rise, and goods fall very fast. Salt was yesterday sold by the

cargo for 100 pounds tobacco for two bushels; but it will ceidainly fall; indeed

it has already greatly fell.

I\ly flattering expectations in this country are greatly checked by the missing

so many consignments; also by the brigs Two Friends and Union, still unheard

of. However, I shall still continue hereabouts, and try to get what business I

can; at the saTne time hope you will not fail to write to our ac(iuaiutance in

Europe, and inlluencc their consignments in my behalf, without which I fear 1

may not be able to make an advantageous settlement here.

Numerous shoals of French adventurers are crowding over in every ship, and

will most certainly attempt to secure the consignments of their countiymcn by

every artifice in their power.

I have wrote to Sir George Grand, Mr. Emery & Son, and Messrs. IMorell, by

this conveyance, and would Avrite to all my other acquaintance in France, if I

could write in French. I beg you to inform them particularly of my situation,

and influence their consignments
;
especially my partners, Sabbatier and Uespres,

M. Chaumont, and M. Grand; also all our other acquaintance. Fray make my
apology to those gentlemen last mentioned

;
assure them that I Avould write to

them if I could write French
;
and Avhenever I can get a French clerk, Avill regu-

larly write to them.

I am much at a loss to calculate hoAV or in Avhat manner you Avill proceed, in

consequence of the unworthy treatment you have received; but hope that if you

can consistently stay in France, and_ turn your views to commercial matters,

they may turn to great advantage. Indeed, one fortunate adventure at this criti-

cal time, makes a large fortune. M. Beaumarchais’s large ship, Le Tier Bode-

rique, from llochfort, is in York lliver. She mounts fifty-four guns, and has

nearly discharged her cargo, having sold to the State of Virginia at about six for

one, or a dollar for a livre, prime cost. She Avas said to have been consigned to

Francois, but before she came here they made sale of the goods, &c. Yesterday

a ship also arrived mounting forty guns
;
she sold her cargo in Ncav London, and

is come to load Avith tobacco. I have not yet heard her name, or from Avhence,

but expect to be informed this evening.

I have had the honor to Avait on his Excellencjq Governor Henry, and also on

Colonel Harrison. These gentlemen have been exceedingly polite and civil, and I

doubt not arc your and my real friends. Tlic gentleman first named is very frank,

and speaks concerning the plots of your N. E. friends, together Avith M from
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tills State, in a manner unreserved. Your letter to him lie inclosed, and sent to

Mr. 11. IMorris, vho, he thinks, will get something done in the matter, Mr.

]\I
,
I suppose, has convinced you of the mistake he made concerning his

brother, and of his esteem and friendship for you. They are attacking him in a

certain great and mighty assembly, and ’tis said that some of the Southern

arc joining those from N. E. against him; especially the present P 1

ofC—

.

I am told that when IMr. II tn of B
,
the late p 1, resigned his office,

his countrymen of N. E. vigorously oppo&ed returning him the thanks of C ss.

The two A ’s from N. E. are both strongly against him and yourself. God

knows Avhat lengths they intend by their factions; yet depend, they are indefati-

gable. I can with great truth assure you, that, notwithstanding their treatment

of you, and charging every foreigner to your account, they have not yet dared

to attack your character, further than to say you were in trade, &c. This has

been amply blazed by the imprudence of Mr. Bromfield, who has told it every-

where, in Virginia and the Carolinas, that you and M. M owned a quarter

or half of the ship commanded by Capt. Roche. The effects of that cargo, I be-

lieve, are here (or a part of them), in his possession at James River, and in case

they have been laid out into tobacco, last June, at 30 to 36, may turn amazingly

advantageous—but whether this has been fully done or not, I am not informed.

Ills Excellency informs me that a Land Office Avill likely soon be opened here

on very advantageous terms for the sale of * * * * * * * -x- -x- *

LETTER OF MR. DEANE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Philadelphia, November, 1778.

Sm

—

1 think it unnecessary to make any apology for sending you the inclosed esti-

mates, and reflections made on two of the most important and interesting sub-

jects, for desiring the same may be communicated to Congress
;
should that

honorable body approve of any or all of them, I shall be very happy, and if they

should not, they will excuse me for having given them this trouble, Avhen tliey

reflect that the desire of throwing some light on these subjects has been my sole

motive.

The providing for the redemption of our money, and the establishment of a

marine, are objects Avhich, in my view, far exceed in the magnitude and extent of

their importance, any that are at present under public consideration. They

greatly depend on each other, and, permit me to say, all our future operations in a

great degree depend on them. IVc cannot pay the interest of any considerable

loan Avithout commerce, Avhich cannot lie revived effectually Avithout a marine
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force of our own, wbicli may, I am confident, be formed on the inclosed plan, ami

be ready in a short space of time to act witli vigor. Great Pritain has long had

tlie emjiirc of the ocean, and, in consequence, tlie whole world has been her tribu-

tary. Her own bad policy and the present war will deprive her forever of that

empire; at this important crisis, it depends on the measures taken by the United

States, whether they shall succeed Great Britain or not in this extensive do-

minion. Beason, observation, and experience authorize me to say there is not

in the world any power so capable of it, and, as the Uniteil States can never aiiu

at foreign conquests, but simply to guard their own coasts, and to protect the

commerce of their subjects, their superiority at sea can never give just cause of

jealousy or offence to any other nation. I am confident that a fleet of forty sail,

to consist of twenty such large ships as I have described, and twenty frigates,

will be more than equal to their purpose, and such a fleet may be got to sea in

the course of the coming year, if the materials wanted from Europe can be pro-

cured, which, if immediately applied for, I liave not the least doubt of.

1 have the honor to remain, with much respect. Sir,

Your most obedient and very humble servant,

SILAS DEANE.

r. S. I am still without the honor of any answer to my letter of the 7th ult.

November 13, 1778.

After writing the above, my apprehension lest I should be thought any way out

of the usual course of communicating my sentiments to Congress, made me omit

sending it to you with the inclosed; but the alarming intelligence wdiich I received

but a day or two since, of the sentiments of my countrymen in different parts,

on the present situation of the credit of our money, the state of ovir finances

and resources, and of the temper and disposition prevailing in consequence, has

made me waive every personal consideration, and communicate this, with the in-

closed, to Congress, and shall count it one of tlie happiest occurrences in my life

if anything in my power will help to prevent that total loss of public as well as

private credit, which 1 am sorry to find begins to be almost universally appre-

hended—and I fear appearances at this time are in support of such apprehensions;

which, though at bottom they may be ill founded, yet if once generally prevail-

ing, will produce consequences easily foreseen. I beg leave to refer to Col. Duer

for the substance of the intelligence I refer to, having communicated the letters

I have received to him
;

for as they contain many things merely personal, I could

not lay them at large before Congress.
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LETTER OF MR. DEANE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

riiiL.vDELriiiA, November 10, 1778.

Sm

—

I (rul myself the lienor of writing to you on the 7th of October last, and having

since received a letter from Mr. 'Williams, I send it inclosed, to show to Congress,

that the moneys mentioned by Mr. A. Lee in his letter of the 1st of Juno last,

to have been received V)y that gentleman, have, in the opinion of two of the Com-

missioners, been well laid out and faithfully accounted for. It gives me great

pleasure to find that the clothes contracted for by M. Monthieu, Alessrs. llolkcr,

Sabbatier, Desprez, that gentleman and others, are on examination approved of

and allowed to be the best of the kind, both as to the quality of the cloth and the

fashion they are made in, of any that have ever been imported. It is indeed a

fortunate circumstance that out of near forty thousand suits so few have been

intercepted. As Mr. A. Lee in his letters, has insinuated that the contracts for

these clothes were made entirely by me, and has charged me with great extrava-

gance in them, I beg leave tS inform Congress, that these suits complete, and

delivered on board, do not cost on an average thirty-six livres, or thirty- one shil-

lings and sixpence sterling the suit. I labored hard to send over shoes, stock-

ings, and shirts, in proportion, and so far as it was effected, the suit complete,

with shoes, stockings, and shirt, docs not amount in the whole to forty shillings

sterling. These facts being known, I am content to take on myself the merit or

demerit of furnishing these supplies. I will make no comment on the dismission

of a mau of Mr. AVilliams’s known abilities, integrity, and economy, and who did

the business of the public for two per cent., to make room for the deputies of Mr.

William Lee, who shares five per cent, with them, nor on the still more unaccount-

able conduct of Mr. A. Lee, in ordering bills, accepted by Messrs. Franklin and

Adams, to be protested. It gives me pain to be forced to lay these facts before

Congress, but cannot, consistent with the duty I owe my country, nor with the

justice due myself, to permit them and others of the like nature to remain longer

concealed from public view and examination. IMy letter of the 7th ult. covered

observations on Mr. Lee’s and Mr. Izard’s letter to Congress, to Avhich am still

without the honor of any reply. Nothing would give me greater satisfaction

than to learn by what part of my public conduct I have merited the neglect with

which my letters, and most respectful solicitations, for months past, to be heard

before Congress, have been treated. I confess that I once flattered myself the

services that I performed in procuring supplies, and sending them to the United

States at the most critical period of their affairs, and in assisting to bring forward

and conclude the treaties, togetlicr with the honorable testimonials from tlie

Fourt of France whilst I had the Imnor of residing there, would have mci lted the

approbation of Congi’oss, Avith every [terson of sensibility and lionoi': to imagine
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what must be my disappointment and chagrin to find myself obliged at last to

leave America without being infornied if exceptions have been taken to any part

of my conduct, or "s^hat they may be. Thus situated, though I can butTcel most

sensibly, yet a consciousness of the integrity and zeal -which have ever guided and

animated my conduct, and a sense of the important services I have been so for-

tunate as to render my country, -with the confidcjice I have that justice will yet

be done me, support, and will never permit me to forget or desert myself or my

country whilst in my power to bo useful. I took the liberty, on the 12th inst., in

writing to Congress, again to remind them of my being wdthout any ans-wer to my

request, and having wrote already repeatedly, I will not trouble that honorable

body further on the subject of my being heard, agreeable to what by their resolu-

tions which recalled me and since I hoped for and had reason to expect, but pray-

ing them to accept my sincere thanks for the honor they did me in appointing

me their commercial and political agent in Europe, and afterwards one of their

Commissioners to the Court of France, by Avhich I have had an opportunity of

rendering my country important services. I have only to repeat my former re-

quest that orders may be given to their minister at the Court of France, to have

my accounts examined and settled immediately on my return thither, referring

to my letter of the 7th on that head, and entreating for a speedy resolution on

the subject.

I have the honor to remain with the most profound respect,

Your Excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant,

SILAS DEANE.

P. S. Since writing the above, I am informed that letters have been received

from the Honorable Mr. Lee, and read in Congress, which mention certain pro-

ceedings of Mr. Hodge, and that a sum of money had been paid Mr. S. AVharton

by my order, without the knowledge of the Commissioners, and -which I left un-

explained and accounted for. I will only say here, that any insinuations of this

kind are totally groundless, and makes me feel most sensibly what I suffer by not

being permitted to be heard before Congress, which I still solicit for.

17
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COPY OF J. WILLIAMS’S LETTER.

Passy, Jubj 22, 1778.

Dear Sir

—

I wrote you a few days since by a little vessel from Dunkirk, which I hope will

get safe to hand.
'

There is a wide dilference between the state of our affairs here at this time,

and during your residence; no further secrecy is necessary in any operation,

and Government readily assists instead of opposing American transactions; noiv

there is no longer any vexation, trouble, or danger. The transaction of the

public affairs is committed to those who did not dare to appear when they were

difficult to manage, and every person who had anything to do with you is shame-

fully turned aside, because (pardon the repetition),

because it was you they had to do with
;
when I give you this reason, you cannot

be at a loss of the cause. This, hoAvcver, is not the reason given; it is, because

the simplicity of public business is necessary for the frugality of the public

money, and that simplicity requires that it should only be in the hands of IMr.

L.’s deputies and sub-deputies. My discharge, therefore, ’tis said, docs not pro-

ceed from any prejudice to me, for whom they have a great respect and esteem

(these are the words), and iico of the Commissioners say tliat I am honest, that

I have good commercial abilities, that I am industrious, that the money I have

laid out has been very beneficially laid out, that I have done great service to my
country, that I have been very (nay too) reasonable in charging two per cent,

commission when all the other agents charge five. But it is the opinion of one

that frugality requires a change; this establishes the new doctrine of five being

less thau two. M. Grand and I exchanged papers the other day of a very singu-

lar kind. I presented him ivith the approbation of tico of the Commissioners for

all my drafts—he showed me the disa})probation of o/!(?of them, with a prohibition

to carry said bills to the public debt. Of all the disagreeable dispositions that

the world produces I believe this one stands alone, and, without prejudice or

passion, I am sure (and it is an universal opinion hero), that he can never have

anything to do in any business without defeating its purpose, and quarrelling

with all who has any concern with him. I have been here near two months to

settle my accounts, and I have been obliged to collect vouchers in the same man-

ner as if I was to appear at a bar of justice, and Avas accused of fraud, yet I

can’t get them examined.

I have given up all the goods that Averc in ni}" possession, and the magazine is

stopped.

I shall make no comment on the above, so far as it relates to me, nor shall I

make use of any arguments to persuade you to assist me Avith your interest in



m

08 r

Sv,.,\ia

|•4l/iOJa^w jsjo
V^

.» 9h',n %> -<Mh" *‘hw

'4im

T: . ^ I 'iH n\a4,^

fiS''.?^^''0 .'Mifitiii'-
*'•':• • Jwi <^3# -r»rt<M ••-/ ,' .•• :•

'-'-^ ''^'

|.C ?' '« i»i*v*

*

VI I ^ %1 ,1^v..,/<a .r’u'r .:.» '“'t

• 0 i*‘‘»
'• »Vvn fl Uiu^*uj w>’t»<i )« X“‘-‘'»i^'^'’'- '«

‘ ^

*»i jiM. i.' .4ft» ’ »Hrij *</>tiij(.'it <ibu*|Wi,vj^f<^ ,#.iut(^ i

.'*vi-»‘i;>|jl»fX'W #«£ipq^
'

{,«</ !**».: ' *fl V/‘»if ,v»n’*4 fc‘>aitrt*'';r'..u« Tw^lwoa'
,~

,
»'* niU 1^ *- . mtd>i .y':

'4f#4 f
/ if V<»^ :*•<'»?} ihm I 3/i*lt ^IHfiiU \ywg ar^M^^ I'

'

'•J'Jpil**, »t)M
t*"^J'jSS|J|

» ttHtfiC’*

>4<rt %, biif:‘%U vi' lifi
^

j ' -^' v4i iwir^'fiufflii^ I til ft ^Mi,11’ f J< '**'»^

X‘i*V><i» *w>JV)M(otfifii' nit Btw I ,6<fti* *J

S4» i —

5

M,#wI/ vrti (li

ifWv* i/fv*w

to V f ^'..a 1

''V.,jj^ fctSinf/. wK> 't*4ll'^‘'^'i<^"l
..

[;'
^
9H4 »« -? «i h«4,/ I

^

'f 4f^> ’At^rll, iitM-M a4v«^i»W *^t- -'>
^

'‘‘‘"" ''
jniWf-vfi*.Jf. ,*'i«mfc<’'

*»;’* •‘•'*«? vrfw-ffi»
_•

.

i/5 '.t r>-:# 4M»* I i'^/) ^rrrnm x»t

^ t»W 1

iifc::^f .

.''

wj* rA*o
RMramMftriiv' .

^

'®p-®.V‘: 'I--. ;
^ -

-r -T^.y
-

,v^* *< %,.



APPENDIX OE DOCUMENTS. 131

Congress. If you tliiiik mo still (lescrving I sluill be sure of your fricudsliip,

iiiul 1 have no light to expect it from any other motive.

War is begun, several captures of armed vessels have been made on both sides,

and two powerful fleets are now at sea—Kejipell with about twenty-eight sail

of the line, and d’Orvilliers with about thirty -two. Every hour is big with ex-

pectation of a battle. The king is publicly declared, in a letter to the admiral,

that he is determined to take vengeance, and has directed his ships to seize and

destroy all English property wherever it is to be found.

The Spanish galleons arc arrived. I am obliged to break olf, but will take rrp

my pen again as soon as possible.

I am, most respectfully and affectionately,

J. WILLIAMS.

Copy original, per Capt. Whipple.

LETTEll OF IMIl. DEANE TO PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Sir

—

I have now to acknowledge your favors of 10 o’clock last evening, and to thank

you for the attention paid to my last letter to you. Previous to receiving the

intimation you have given me “that Congress had resolved to take into considera-

tion their foreign affairs, and that such branches as I had been particularly con-

cerned in, would in due course become the subjects of deliberation,” I had

prepared to leave this city, and had made my arrangements accordingly, which

wall not be in my power to dispense Avith for any time. I take the liberty of

mentioning this, as I do not find in the intimation you have given me of the reso-

lution of Congress, any time fixed for my attendance, and I take the liberty of

repeating Avhat I have before had the honor of Avriting to you, that my detention

is extremely prejudicial to my private afl'airs, and, so far as I am able to judge,

in some degree so, to those of the public Avhich I have had the honor of being

entrusted Avith, some of Avhich rccjuirc my presence at the settlement of them,

as Avell on account of my OAvn reputation as for the interest of the United States.

I have the honor to be, Avith much respect,

Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

SILAS DEANE.

Friday, Ath December, 1778.

llis Excellency, Henry Laurens, Esq.
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LETTER OF MR. DEANE TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE.

Paris, ?>d Scplemher, 1777.

Gentlemen

—

Captain Lamly is the beaver of this
;
he comes in the Flammand, loaded witli

stores for America. This cargo has, by a succession of obstacles thrown in the

way, been delayed from January last to a most prodigious cost and expense; I

hope', however, that it may finally arrive in season to be of essential service.

Captain Landy, whom I have mentioned in my former letters, will offer his ser-

vice to the United States; I must repeat hero, what 1 have wrote before, that I

find him to be a skilful seaman, of long experience in every part of the world, of

good judgment, and of the most unsuspicious honor and probity; I can but con-

sider him as a valuable acquisition to our navy. IMy agreement with M. Mon-

thieu, the owner of this ship, in case she should not be sold in America, is, that

she be dispatched with a cargo of tobacco, as soon as possible, if the article is to

be had, if not, Avith such articles as can be procured, as 1 have engaged for the

freight out and home, and you are sensible of the necessity of having remittances

by every opportunity. 'Whatever this ship maybe loaded Avith, I pray the cargo

may come to, Messrs. Roderique, Ilortalez, & Co., as they have advanced for the

arms, and many other articles of this cargo over and above their otlier large

advances. Tobacco is the best article at present in the ports of France, or indeed

any part of Europe, and must continue so for a very considerable time yet to

come, most probably for tAvelve months. You Avill please to send me an account

of the cargo, whatever it may be, that you ship in this vessel, and duplicates by

others.

I have the honor to remain, with the utmost esteem and respect.

Gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble servant,

SILAS DEANE.

To the Honorable,

The Secret Committee.

LETTER OF MR. DEANE TO THE COMMITTEE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

Paris, September 10, 1777.

Gentlemen

—

This Avill be handed you by M. Francy, Avho is agent to Mes.<=rs. Roderique,

Hortalcz, & Co. You Avill see by the bills of lading the quantity of stores shi[q»ed

by that house, and make some judgment of their considerable amount. The
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vessel in -wliich M. Fruncy comes is loaded -with stores, wliich were long since

engaged, but by a succession of obstacles have been until this detained
;

I still v

hope tliey will come in safety, and in season to bo of service. The ship will be

ofl'ered you to purchase if she suit you, and if not, will be equally agreeable to

have her returned on the owner’s account. I could not say anything to purchasing

a ship without knowing more of her than I could know of this. I have, therefore,

left it to your option to pay the price demanded or the freight; the latter is to

bo what is at this time customary in vessels of such force, which not being pre-

cisely fixed, is submitted to M. Chaumont by the advice and consent of my col-

leagues. It will probably be about two hundred and fifty livrcs per ton of goods

to America, and back to France; it will not exceed. ]\lessrs. Kodcudque, llorta-

Icz, & Co. have other vessels which will follow this in a short time, Avhich they

want to have dispatched with tobacco, agreeable to what they formerly wrote

you, and M. Francy comes partly on that account—must therefore pray you to

furnish him with the means of procuring the quantity he will want for them, in

season. The cargo of the Thercse, sent by the way of St. Domingo, 1 hope is

by this time arrived: it was so valuable that it was thought most prudent to send

it by that route, as it would run no risk in getting there, whence it might in dif-

ferent bottoms be got into the continent, without the considerable risk of going

direct. As the vessels of Messrs. Hortalez & Co. will arrive at a time when

dispatch will be of the utmost consequence, they are desirous to have their car-

goes ready on their arrival. By those vessels will write you particularly on this

subject, and in the mean time have the honor to be with the greatest respect,

Gentlemen,

Your most obedient and very humble servant,

SILAS DEANE.
The Honorable,

The Committee for Foreign Affairs.

LETTER OF MR. DEANE TO IIIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT LAURENS.

Delaware Bay, Jidy 10, 1778.

Sir—

This will be delivered your Excellency by Monsieur Chouen, who comes with

letters from his Excellency, the Comte d’Estaing. Permit me to recommend him

to your favors, and desire that you will furnish him ivith money to the amount of

twenty thousand livres, if he have occasion for it, and the same will be accounted

for by his Excellency, M. Gerard, as I have already mentioned in my letter, per

Captain Nicholson. I have the honor to be, ivith the utmost respect,

Your Excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant,

SfL.AS DEANE.
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LETTER OF MR. DEANE TO IIIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT LAURENS.

PiiiLADELniiA, September 8, 1778.

Sir

—

I pray your Excellency to remind the Congress that I still wait to receive their

orders, and tliough I am sensible that they have many and important affairs un-

der their consideration, yet I must entreat them to reflect on the peculiar situa-

tion I have for some time past been placed in, and inform me if they desire my

further attendance. I have the honor to bo, with the highest respect,

Your Excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant,

His Excellency,

President Laurens.

SILAS DEANE.

LETTER OF MR. DEANE TO IIIS EXCELLENCY II. LAURENS.

PiiiLAUELniiA, September 24, 1778.

Sir—

Being informed that letters from Mr. Izard, reflecting on my character and

conduct whilst in the service of the public abroad, have been read in Congress, I

have to ask that honorable body to grant me copies thereof, and that I may be

permitted to wait on Congress and to be heard in my vindication. I have that

regard for Mr. Izard’s opinion of my ability and disposition to transact public

business, which I ought to have, and am consecjuently easy on that subject; but

facts asserted which affect cither, call for an explanation; those indee<l which

respect myself personally, require none before Congress, nor will I trouble that

honorable body with the making any; but those which regard my character and

conduct as a public minister, and in so important a transaction as that of the

late treaties of Paris, call on me, as well in justice to the public, as to myself,

for an explanation, which 1 am very happy in the having it in my power to give,

as well as in the confidence I have, that Congress will neither delay, nor refuse

doing this justice, to a faithful and greatly injured servant of theirs.

I have the honor to be, with the most respectful attachment,

Your Excellency’s most obedient and very humble servant,

SILAS DEANM.

Ilis Excellency,

II. Laurens.
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LETTER OP MR. DEANE TO IIIS EXCELLENCY JOHN JAY.

ITiiladelpiiia, 12th May
,
1779.

Sin

—

I returned last evening, and now send you the New York papers of the 3d and

5tli inst. You will much oblige me by informing me what resolution Congress

have come to on my letters of the 2Gth, 27th, and 30th ult., as well as on the

petitions I have repeatedly made to them for the settlement of the business on

which I was ordered to return to America upon. If nothing has been done I

pray to be informed when I may depend on a decisive answer from Congress.

I have the honor to be, with the most sincere respect.

Sir, your most obedient and very humble servant,

SILAS DEANE.

P. S. Mr. Duane lias the paper of the 5th, and will hand it to you.

liis Excellency,

John Jay, 'Esq.

MR. CARMICHAEL’S ACCOUNT WITH AIR. DEANE FROM SEPTEMBER,

1770, TO DECEMBER, 1777.

WJI. CARMICHAEL, in account with the HON. SILAS DEANE, Esq.

177G

Sept. 4. Lent Mr. Deane 10 10 00

5th to 20th. Sundries paid 1 14 00

Oct. Paid bills for wood, fruit, candles, &c., &c., &c., of

which Mr. Deane’s share amounted to . . . 1 05 03

Paid Traiteur’s bill . . . . . . . 7 13 OG

Sundry expenses at Ycrsaillcs . . . . . 1 IG 00

Nov. & Dec. Expenses in Holland, at Hamburgh, Berlin, and thence

to Paris , . . . . . . . . 151 00 00

Carriage bought at Hamburgh . . . . . 19 12 00

1777 To Ja Fargnc, by your orders. Hotel de’Antragues . 8 08 00

January. Expenses at to and from Havre, when sent to expedite

the sailing of the Andromeda, &c. . . . . 29 14 00

. Postage of parcels, carriage of fusils, <kc. . . . 1 11 OG

Paid by your order to Captain Hynson, for Taylor’s bill,

board, kc. for which you have his receipt to Congress, 22 13 04

Captain Clerk of Newberry, do 2 02 00
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Lent Mr. Deane in gold ...... 12 12 00

Sundry expenses at Versailles ..... 1 05 00

Carriage hire to Dunkirk, 2-1 days .... 4 09 00

June. Expenses to and from Dunkirk, Avhen sent to get out

Cunningham ........ 30 00 04

Paid in cash, and on account of Smith, sent doAvn Avith

me as surgeon for do. .....
Expenses to from and at Calais, to get a copy of Compte

10 11 00

de Maurepa’s letter to Lord Mansfield 3 17 00

July. Paid a Avoman at Dunkirk for complaining to the admi-

ralty that the English commissary. Prayer, had en-

ticed her husband, a French pilot, into the British

service ......... 2 02 00

November. Cash, &c., &c., &c 2 14 10

December. By order on Dr. Bancroft, for cask taken AA'ith him from

me but not disbursed ...... 40 00 00

177G Cll.

Sept. & Oct. By Avine merchant’s bill, &c., &c., at the Hotel De Grand

Yillars

“ Taylor’s bill ........
“ Surgeons’ and Apothecaries’ bill ....
“ sundries .........

November. “ cash from Ilodshon at Amsterdam .... 78 00 00

“ Bill of Exchange on Hamburgh, from Mr. Ilodshon 100 00 00

.1777 . “ cash on account of Captain Hynson, &c. . 22 13 04

May & June “ cash for self ........ 12 12 00

“ old chaise ........ 1 17 00

“ cash Avhen going to Dunkirk ..... 52 10 00

“ casli borrowed ....... 31 10 00

“ &c., &c., &c., &c., &c

The above is verbatim et literatim, a copy of the account sent to me by i\Ir,

Deane, and in Mr. Carmichael’s handwriting.

ARTIIUD LEE.

Paris, January 5, 1777.
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LETTER OF MR. CARMICHAEL TO .

C KNTLEMEN

—

Tlie arrival of my papers at lerigtli enables me, in comiiliance -with your

desire, to reduce to Avriting the state of facts Avhich I had the honor of personally

submitting to your consideration at Yorktown. I have been under the necessity

of transcribing in full, the letters annexed, lest it should be imagined something

Avas suppressed Avhich might operate to my disadvantage. I hope the motive

Avill apologize for the trouble I give the committee, and that a man Avho has once

suffered by injurious suspicions Avill be excused for excess of caution in future.

I knoAV not Avhat resources detected guilt may find for consolation, Avhen even

innocence cannot protect from anxiety the man Avho, for a moment, is liable to

suffer in the esteem of the public. I therefore entreat you, gentlemen, to lay

this correspondence as early as possible before the honorable Congress, to Avhosc

justice I am under the highest obligation for giving me the opportunity of

making my defence as public as Avas the charge against me.

Mr. Arthur Lee having given as a reason for not signing a letter, Avritten un-

solicited by me, to the committee for foreign affairs, by R. Franklin and Silas

Deane, Esqs., entrusting their dispatches to my care, “That he had received

information Avithin the space of a fcAV days that my political sentiments Averc not

the same in the commencement of the dispute as they then appeared to be;”

permit me to observe that it Avould have been proper in him to have mentioned

his informant, the Congress Avould have then knoAvn Avhat credibility Avas due to

evidence Avhich induced conclusions so unfavorable to the character of a man

Avho had been a volunteer near eighteen months iu their service.

To invalidate the truth of his information, I refer you, gentlemen, to the repre-

sentatives of the State of Avhieh I am a native, and to a letter, Xo. 1, from the

chairman of the committee for the county of Kent, my place of residence. This

reference Avill best decide Avhat Avas my conduct, and Avhat my political opinions

previous to my departure for Europe in 1774.

I think too highly of l\Ir. Lee’s prudence to suppose he Avould not take particu-

lar pains to inquire Avhat Avere my political sentiments in England before he en-

trusted me Avith secrets and a correspondence Avhich, coniided to improper hands,

might have endangered his liberty, if not his life. But, lest his prudence should

not 1)0 deemed a suflicient evidence in my favor, I beg leave to refer to letters

Avritten to various gentlemen in America by those in England, Avhose zeal and

attachment are as Avell knoAvn to Mr. Leo as they ought to be to every American.

One of these gentlemen is the particular correspondent of Mr. Arthur Lee, and a

trustee or attorney in England for Mr. IVilliam Lee. These letters, noAV iu the

])ossessiou of Mr. , Avill by that gentleman be readily submitted to your

jiorusal. 11' these references should destroy the credibility of his information,

18
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Ills conclusions, of course, fall to the ground, and I may be allowed to comjilain

that Ills sus])icions should be particularly pointed at me, Avhen not only the three

Commissioners, but Dr. Bancroft, Mr. Franklin, jr., Messrs. Beaumarchais,

Chaumont, and the two Grands, besides others whom the court might think

necessary to trust, knew as much of the matter as myself, or more.

The suspicion entertained by the French ministry, that the secrets respecting

our alfairs were Ijctrayed, is by no means to be wondered at
;
for the loss of l\Ir.

Lee’s papers at Berlin, gave such a clue to the English Court that the Commis-

sioners could not have concealed the operations at that time commenced, unless,

in the midst of them, they had changed their whole arrangement, which was

impossible. From this unfortunate circumstance arose the necessity of selling

our frigate in Holland, and many obstacles to the transportation of our clothing

from Europe. But that these suspicions were not particularly levelled at me,

will appear by the concealment of Mr. Ilolkcr’s voyage to America, and the object

of it, from Mr. Lee himself. Indeed, I had the best reason to suppose that I was

not suspected, for I was apprised of the favorable intention of the Court of

France, though not circumstantially, some days before Mr. Lee knew a syllable

of the matter. I am charged also with reporting dissensions among the Commis-

sioners which had no existence. I should have been happy that there were none:

I have taken pains to conceal them, but, at the very time alluded to, they were

public at every coffee-house. My friend, Mr. AVilliams, hath put into my hands

copies of letters to justify himself, should ho fall under Mr. Leo’s censure, which

he was led to expect from attacks made, without too much consideration, upon

the reputation of other gentlemen
;

to one of these. No. 2, I refer to show the

notoriety of these differences at Nantes, three hundred miles distant from Paris,

some time before I quitted the last-mentioned city.

I come now to explain the affair of the Dictionary, which, after being buried

sixteen months in obscurity, was dragged forth to corroborate conclusions drawn

from information that my conduct and opinions liad been inimical in the com-

mencement of the dispute. I am extremely sorry that suspicions hastily cx-

]iressed ujjon misinformation, lay me under tlie necessity of producing letters

never meant for the i)ublic, and accusations which ]Mr. Lee hath been induced to

make in tlic same light manner against others, but which a further investigation

liath probably erased from his mind, for I am informed that he hath since in-

trusted dispatches to a gentleman whose attachment to his country is well

known, but whom he once styled a villain of the first magnitude, as will appear

by No. 5 of the papers annexed.

Before I left England, which was in the spring of 1770, ]Mr. Lee and many

others gave me letters for different gentlemen in America, and as we had agreed

to correspond while I remained in France, Mr. Lee also gave me a small pocket

Dictionary to serve as a cii)her between us, tlie method of which he then cx-

phiiuod; and, as it was possible 1 might be taken, he pasted two small pieces nf

I'aper l)etween tlie blank leaves and cover (ff the Dictionary, which he informed
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ino cnntaincd intcllif;onco for the Secret Coimnittco. Tliis book I mode use of in

Knuicc for tlie purpose for 'which it -was originally given, until the arrival of INir.

Deane, and afterwords.

As soon as I -was informed of this gentleman’s public mission, I addressed him

to know how I might soonest convey these letters and this intelligence to America;

because unhajipily my bad state of health, which had long detained me in England,

prevented me from embarking so soon as I hoped and intended. Mhen I\Ir.

Deane was informed that the intelligence came from IMr. Leo, he told me that hc_

was intrusted by the Secret Committee to correspond with him. On which, and

tlie supposition that the Dictionary might contain some particulars relative to the

situation of our affairs in Europe, essentially neccssaiy for Mr. Deane to know as

early as possible, and which it would have been the duty of Mr. Lee, had he been

on the spot, to have communicated instantly, I offered to put the Dictionary,

with its contents, into Mr. Deane’s hands. I_had no knowledge of Mr. Deane,

other than the public character he sustained, and had I acted in this transaction

from any other motive than what merely regarded the public service, he would

not have placed the confidence in me he soon after did, a confidence by me unso-

licited, and productive of no advantage to me, except tlie pleasure of rendei'ing

myself useful to the pulffic by assisting him. A little time aftei' this transiirlion,

Mr. Lee came to Paris, was apprised of the proceeding, saw the Dictionary in

]\Ir. Deane’s possession, and approved of the reasons which occasioned its being

communicated to him. The strongest proofs 1 can give of this are the letters

annexed, our intimacy for many months afterwards, and his prutl'ered confidence

to take me as his secretary to the Court of Derlin. In one of these letters. No. 7,

you will see, gentlemen, in what manner he s])eaks of the Dictionaiy. indeeil,

had Mr. Lee tliought ]iro])cr, he inight liave still sent it on with its contents, .Mr.

Deane having liad no proper opportuidty of conveyance until after Mr, Lee’s

return to England; why ho did not do it proceeded from his l»eing convinced by

IMr. Deane that lie Ijy suspicions, expresseil in those vei-y dis])atches, injured

gentlonen of acknowledged character in the United .States. On this occasion 1

cannot but ol)servc that dcej'ly as my feelings are wounded by the unjust asjier-

sions cast upon my reputation, it is some consolation to reflect that the same

man not only suspected the integrity and patriotism of General Deed, and .John

Langdon, Esrp, of New Ilamp.shire, but meant to convey his susj)icions to Con-

gress. Probably another reason which induced liim to wish tliat tlie Dictiomirp

miglit not be sent on wa.s, that he discovered the account given in it of fhe

French ministry to be erroneous.

This, gentlemen, is the history of a business which is revived after eighteen

months’ silence, during which Mr. Lee gave me strong and repeated proofs of

public and private confidence : he corresponded with me from tliat period unlil

liis appointment as a Commissioner drew liim from England to Franco; lie re-

mained on the same terms of intimacy during his residence at Paris, and until

Ids Journey to Spain, when lie jirayed my attention to, and care of, a nephew he
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left beliind lilin. ITc corresponded -witli me on that journey, as 'will appear hy

No, 8, and, Ihially, on his return, proposed to take me 'with him in the most con-

fidential capacity, that of private secretary, to Berlin; and, althougdi he "was dis-

pleased at my refusal to attend him in a private character, yet he never mentioned

this affair until some time after I left Paris on my way to America, when, in terms

which appeared extraordinary to mo, after what had passed, he demanded this

book to be given up, and insinuated the charge I am now called to answer. I

consulted my respect for Congress, and the business I Avas charged Avith, and

not the feelings Avhich his letter occasioned. I therefore, instead of returning to

Paris, ansAvered him that the book, Avith its contents, Avould probably be delivered

into the hands of those for Avhom it Avas originally intended. If that is not done,

the annexed paper. No. 10, Avill shoAV that it is not my fault.

It is said there is no evil from Avhich some good may not be extracted. I shall

have great reason to think so in the present instance, if my conduct meets Avith

your approbation as it did that of Dr. Franklin, to whom I addressed a letter

recapitulating tlie preceding facts, and appealing to the testimony of Silas Deane,

Esq., Avho is noAV on the spot, to render me justice. "With Dr, Franklin’s ansAver,

No. 9, I shall close this long recital.

I have the honor to be, gentlemen.

Your most obliged and most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) WILLIAM CAIIMICIIAEL.

PiiiL.\i)ELriii.\, ^th August, 1778.

{



hi

Aivis’!)if'i*r«aJ^ so 1»»./ •'i
'*'),-^

;v ,tt^^.<<?^^M>«i'bi/l^v7-1l5^ Jlfl^rff •?<?? rt i,.'V)^. Ihtus *^^0* i-iiO,'

-J- .

f<^?wwf>t V'l*
'

, ^Sn itie.1 iiij^ifuijtwt tu.'.'i ,*<jfe'. ,^u «<‘- ^

^

•t.nr I i^At%iii>

TiBiitt’' '^>' r~J»aj»i(*<^ >«*<?• «(i* i^H^fw iiq^fKlJat <»t» '

.v

fi • '."'Ityw%v/. ^«h!# '''*-
•-• «S|'

'

'

‘‘^'

t\ ,^jy
J Ji.'l^'H \!ljMt*ji^iji f ««r i/ »«««i!jf ,viip.t) V>. 9(t\ •»«?lpi ^

_

.t.-i V»T* t l*t t?/ if .Oi

fe-';!

'~

•'.fiilf i i J6',fjf'.-,-. '> .Hf w»*wv ^VM«if i»«'^ litp f>*t »' ihitd*

< ifU i:-u'^n
n/»( u ^v^f«VW«4 /<ri*jrfi| <-fU,^^.|(| f.4 iU*»r,Kij6jR?f % irUi4

i-'s.j^fS'^lfiMj irtoJit' d*- '*'1 fc'i'*' <*#' ''t^»#r^j^/‘ lyi.-

,T;fi ,^rH ,>*olu*f^ «4C W'.'- 'Tt <:4 t(fl .o ’ n *» •
,,f iJfV j,M

;k,v'H; 4o^i^f>'< 10(^ •
. , mm { '^.('4:'^^

v ot^ii 1

.» rr f K ^ ^*tjirm • * 5 .‘*4

1



MR. CARMICHAEL

BEFORE CONGRESS.

Mr. Carmichael liaving, before taking the oath to give true

answers, to speak tlie trutli, the whole truth, and nothing but

the truth, touehing sueh questions as shall be asked, intimated

that, as he might be embarrassed by the novelty of his situa-

tion, he wished to have the questions propounded to him in

writing, and that his answers might be reeeived in writing, that

he might answer with that clearness and precision which he

could wish.

Ordered^ That Mr. Carmichael be informed that the questions

will be propounded to him by the Chair, and that he is to

answer viva voce^ but that if he should find himself embar-

rassed, time will be given him in the House for recollection.

Seplemher 28, 1778.

l\[r. Carmichael called in and sworn.

Q. At what time did you become acquainted with l\[r.

Deane?

A. In the month of July or August, 177G.

Q. Did Mr. Deane acquaint you with the nature of his mis-

sion to France, and at what time?

yl. I was introduced to Mr. Deane by Mr. Dogers, of Alary-
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land, M'lio informed liiin I was zealously attaclicd to the interest

of Ameriea, and some- time after Mr. Deane aequainted me with

the nature of liis mission.

Q. How long after being introduced, to Mr. Deane were you

acquainted with the nature of his mission?

A. I cannot recollect precisely.

Q. Did you assist 'Mr. Deane in his public business? '

A. On knowing the nature of his mission, I offered to assist

!Mr. Deane in any way in my power, while I was in France.

Q. Did Mr. Deane accept your offer?

A. lie did.

Q. In what respect did you assist Mr.. Deane?

A. In various respects
;
I assisted him in copying letters and

in conversations.

Q. During the time you assisted !Mr. Deane, were you ac-

quainted vdth the receipts and expenditure of public moneys

which passed through his hands?

A. I knew Mr. Deane received money and made purchases

and contracts on the public account, but as I never wished to

charge myself, or make myself responsible where I could have

no merit, I did not pay sufficient attention to answer with pre-

cision.

Q. Do you know whether Mr. Deane misapplied the public

money, or converted any of it to his own use ?

A. ^[y answer to the former question will show that I am

not an adequate judge of the application of public money, and

cannot answer with precision
;
at the same time would entreat

that the House would not put an interpretation on my silence

to the prejudice of any person whatever.

Q. From the knowledge you had of Mr. Deane’s transactions,

do you recollect any instance which you apprehend to be a

misapplication of the public money?

A. I beg to know whether I am to answer from my know-

ledge, or suppositions, or opinions in my own miiid.

Ordered^ That Mr. Carmichael withdraw.



_„...
^'''' m- '

‘ ._ir . 1.
'

'^Yr';5l!ll<i!.'JH

cT tS^^vl'^nol woIl‘ ‘'i^s

ikf|r>r>T
f

/ 'kW^oiimf ,9itfmfhid n] .^U' J^tv* '-,r^

fv'.

j .
, I ,.'- v''^:»

.•^. m iTA- i w^w vm. j«J' '^S^f
' ;|

'l<;i'i> a»tPt «yqo» M«B«i'<il€b*a V^_^%;;-‘\f

.STt sH' f f/'?'
i r

'.Mrai^ lJ4 W)i>t.r tr'C T f>il> 1m^-j»: i ifluv? ut .^p’ 5||jj^‘

br« •tMtol Tt!:j-^q«lit-Bt.ift-Si»in I -.:r<,hcr .if JhS'

iia not ,5GB»(I .iJ<’ i*Mii*M »c'<( ''•> ••'} 8uiv<^^
•^J*'-^’'-^^

'"!fTru»i:4J-if)7iTt>«>i:m 't'i

'f"rl/^'^ iSI 1c 'fi^tliiib»<lCi*] .*.••> I»J” r^rr^rm #l r^l»\f ,f'0UJ;awp ’v'

ti, ,„ ^ "
'‘'f>ju:4 ^!»i .«! ij^, .‘''vKVf ^

. V
*

-M t.A ¥3
ohikfC^ tdS' V ‘"^. -;.': f- -. (Uk»' I /*.]/! vfuilV J U 'tf'i! .cj'

^ fefciJlirW .‘m^n I -!v. r-ifir*- ..it >.’i><ntaCTr ^rii!

l»Urrja l &wf^ ^'i\U!km^^ V v.-f-^- ‘i ‘T i i'v^it<>i'^f.; nivuh '

•q«i[ ilfH i^r/;i:r^ oi J-'/j 1 *tlT.‘f'i ,

“
i*

oiji.'t/r^ »>(fi hoifqtjijwm oxt^V'I Al/ tQ, \) m ' .‘J^^SifS

^yiAo-j:,. rM9^ .a

IV'nil/Z*. \ \i , t. S® i ;i

^tn® I i <xl il 1» 1^*'* : i t -YAOj

,\7^K>|'»T >6 1- ' J/:'i:«irvl‘; Jfc V

':nmt^*'^ ^i^iii>w iymii vmirn^ iHi pvf.‘>'*Q
'

I2 r. Oil* it*q J vi U.^cic f»€.0uli oi!j tjoiff “

.‘;:1^ii /

,t;- |.;Od pi,; xv.)^to ttmlfT ifm%pi l:^kv.\n vc^i

.niiiM /i:>.iwj5i. il']Juq

"i^rtv, I. Mt i .K pl^ i'^13

.^nijft ^«VO ul V. ,5iiJ.>' !.oq^3!«> .O'AtfSl-..
,

K. is
a,

M



EXAMINATION OF MR. CARMICHAEL. i-i;

On tlic question Avhctlicr the last be a proper question, the

yeas and nays being required by Mr. Marehant

—

Keio Ilampsli ire Mr.

Massac!iusetts Mr.

Rhode Island Mr.

Connecticut Mr.

New York Mr.

Pennsylvania Mr.

Maryland Mr,

Bartlett Ay.—Ay.

S. Adams My."]

Gerry Ay. ) Ay.

Holton Ay. J

Marehant Ay.—Ay.

A. Adams Ay.

LcMns Ay.

G. Morris Ay.

E. Morris Ay.

Clingan Ay.

. Chase No.'^

Plater No.
!

Ay.

Ay.

Ay.

Stone No. No.

Eorbes.. No.

Henry No.

Virginia Mr, Harvey No.
1

E. II. Lee Ay.
|

M. Smith Ay.
|

Griffin ^!/*J

North Carolma Mr. Penn My.
^

Harnet N'o. No.

Williams No.}

South Carolina Mr. Laurens My."]

Drayton Ay. ) Ay.

Matthews No. J

Georgia hir. Walton Ay.

}

Telfair Ay. \Ay.

Langworthy No. J

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

Ordered^ That Mr. Carmiehael attend at the bar on Wednes-

day next, at ten o’cloek, to be further examined.
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Wednesday.

Tlic last question proposed.

Althougli I think the House, by their determination, has put

me into a very delieate, and to me, disagreeable situation, as I

am desirous of giving the House eveiy information, I am ready

to answer the question, provided the question relates to appre-

hensions that may have arisen on what I conceived to be fact

at the time.

A. I do.

Q. What were the instances?

A. The instance I allude to particularly, was the equipping

a vessel of war, where I apprehend the public money had been

appropriated to private uses.

Q. What vessel was it you allude to?

A. It was a vessel intended to be equipped in the Mediter-

ranean, partly at the expense of the public, and partly of indi-

viduals.

Q. The name of the Captain and of the vessel?

A. The name of the Captain intended to be employed was

Bell; as there were vessels bought wdiich were afterwards

obliged to be given up, there was no name given to any of

them that I recollect.

Q. From what circumstances do you apprehend that there

was a misapplication?

A. From this circumstance, that Mr. Deane having received

money from hi. Beaumarchais, which I conceived to be public

money, did appropriate it to private uses, that is, in the pur-

chase of those vessels as far as it regarded individuals.

Q. Why did you suppose that to be public money?

A. Because IsL Beaumarchais having, as I apprehended, ad-

vanced before to the public to a large amount, I thought it was

likewise on the public credit he advanced this sum.

Q. Are you clear there were more vessels than one bought

in the Mediterranean?
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EXAMINATION OF MK. OAKMICIIAEL. M5

A. There was but one intended to bo bought, but the person

employed bought two, as I understood.

Q. AVho compelled the giving up of the vessels?

A. I understood the State of Genoa had interposed and

compelled the purchaser to restore them to the original pro-

prietors.

Q. AVhat were the names of the private persons that were to,

have been concerned with the public in those vessels ?

A. I do not recollect all the private names.

Q. Do you recollect any ?

A. I understood M. Beaumarchais was to have been con-

cerned.

Q. Do you recollect any other?

A. I understood that Air. Thomas Alorris was to have been

concerned for others, but who those others were I cannot posi-

tively say.

Q. AVas Air. Deane to have been concerned in his private

capacity ?

A. I do not know that he was.

Q. Did you understand or were you informed that Air.

Deane, was to have been concerned in his private capacity?

A. I did not receive such information as to induce me to

believe he was concerned.

Q. If you did not believe that Air. Deane was concerned in

his private capacity in those vessels, what did you mean when

you said that you apprehended the public money was applied

to private purposes in that instance?

A. I meant that I thought Air. Deane had applied the public

money to supply the deficiency of the money that others were

to have advanced, but did not, towards the purpose of fitting

out these vessels.

Q. On what grounds did you think that Air. Deane meant to

supply those deficiencies?

A. From conversations with divers persons, and other occur-

rences at that period.

19
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EXAMINATION OF MR. CARMICHAEL.14P)

Tlic last question and answer being read, Mr. C. gave tliis

explanation :

—

The idea I meant to convey to the Ilonse was this : I appre-

hended ^Ir. Deane had applied the money which I conceived to

be public, to a private use. I judge that I had my information

of i\[r. Deane’s receipt of the money from M. Beaumarchais,

i\[r. Deane himself, and others, but that this information was

merely of the fact that he received it, not whether it was public

or private money vdiich he had received and so applied.

Q. What persons?

A. I apprehend Mr. Deane and M. Beaumarchais were two

of the persons that informed me at that time.

Q. Were the other Commissioners or either of them ac-

quainted with this transaction?

A. I apprehend Dr. Franklin was acquainted with the fitting

out these vessels. I cannot cliargc my memory whether Mr.

A. Lee was then at Paris or not.

Q. Arc you sure that klr. Deane and M. Beaumarchais were

two of the persons with whom you had the conversations you

before mentioned?

^L. I apprehend from the nature of the transaction it must

have been these persons, but I cannot be sure.

Q. By Mr. Adams. AVhether from conversation with other

persons or from other occurrences, he had reason to believe

Air. Deane had advanced or was to have advanced moneys to

make iq) tlicse deficiencies?

A. I ciinnot at present absolutely charge my recollection with

Avhat I had reason to believe at that time—probably there might

have been other occurrences which may have induced me to

apprehend a misapplication of the money upon that occasion.

Q. By Air. Ducr. Do you know that the particular sum you

allude to Avas charged by AI. Beaumarchais to the United

States ?

yi. Since my arrival in this country, by conversation with

the agent of AI. Beaumarchais, I have reason to believe the
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EXAMINATION OF MR. CARMICHAEL. M7

particular sum was charged by M. Bcaumarcliais to Mr. Deane’s

private account. M. Francis is now in the country and can

answer the question.

Q. Did you know or believe that Mr. Deane applied the

public money to the payment of such parts of those vessels as

were to have been the property of the public?

A. I do not know, I believe that Mr. Deane would have ap-

plied the public money to that purpose, but cannot say that he

did.

Ordered to withdraw—to have notice at what hour to attend

on Friday afternoon.

Monday^ October 5, 1778.

Q. Arc you sure that the public had any share in those two

vessels which were purchased in the ^Mediterranean ?

A. I apprehended at the time that they had, and my reason

for apprehending was that the Captain had a Continental com-

mission; I thought they were on the same footing as those

fitted out at Dunkirk.

Q. Were you anywise concerned in equipping Capt. Conyng-

ham from Dunkirk?

A. I was in no way concerned in tlie equipment. I was sciit

by Mr. -Franklin and Mr. Deane to facilitate the departure of

that vessel from the port.

Q. "Was Captain Conyngham’s vessel fitted out at Dunkirk

more than once?

A. Captain Conyngham commanded two vessels from that

port, one a lugger, the other a cutter.

Q. 'Were they fitted at the same time ?

A. At difierent times.

Q. "Were they or either of them public or private property?

A. I apprehended that each of them were part public and

part private, but I do not .certainly know.

Q. When you were sent to dispatch tlicsc vessels, did you

consider yourself as acting for the public or for private persons?
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A. Every service I performed for the Commissioners I con-

sidered as done for tlie public, and so I considered in tbis

instance.

Q. What reason had you to consider these vessels as part

private property ?

A. From conversations I had at the time, particularly with

]\[r. Hodge, I had reason to apprehend he was concerned.

Q. Had you reason to suppose that Mr. Deane was concerned,

or any of the Commissioners ?

A. I did apprehend at that time that Mr. Deane was con-

cerned in the first equipment.

Q. What reasons induced you to apprehend that Mr. Deane

was concerned in the first equipment?

A. I cannot recollect the reasons that induced that belief,

but I know that I did at the time apprehend he was concerned.

Q. At what time was the first equipment made, what year,

and what month?

A. At present I cannot precisely recollect. I think it was

in the spring, 1777. The captain of the Harwich packet will

nearly point out the time of the sailing.

Q. Do you know if any and what instructions were given to

Captain Conyngham respecting that cruise?

A. I think there were instructions given, but I cannot be

particular what those instructions were.

Q. By Islr. Lee. Do you know that the vessels or cither of

them, were ordered to cruise on the coast of England?

A. I speak to the first vessel, I believe the object was to

cruise for one of the Harwich packets. I myself gave direc-

tions.

Q. Was this equipment at Dunkirk made with or without

the knowledge of the French ministry?

A. I cannot answer as to the knowledge of the French min-

istry.

Q. Did you overhear that the French ministry objected to it?

A. I know they gave proofs that it did not appear to be
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agreeable, for tbe Captain was imprisoned upon bis return to

Dunkirk.

Q. Did you bear that tbe Drencb ministry objected previous

to tbe sailing?

A. I do not know that they knew of tbe first vessel previous

to ber sailing, therefore they could not object to tbe equipment.

Q. Did yon ever bear that tbe breneb ministry ofiered to

pay tbe expense of equipping those vessels, or either of them,

to prevent their sailing?

A. Of tbe first vessel I never beard that they did
;
of tbe

second, I beard after she bad sailed that they bad given orders

to pay the expense to prevent ber sailing.

Q. Did you understand that much diligence was used to push

these vessels, or either of them, out of Dunkirk, to prevent tbe ef-

fect of tbe measures tbe ministry bad taken to stop their sailing?

A. 'With respect to the last, I believe all possible diligence

was used to accelerate ber departure, to prevent measures from

being taken by tbe ministry to stop ber sailing.

Q. Did you ever see or bear of a letter or letters written by

tbe Count de Vergennes to M. Grand, or tbe Commissioners,

complaining of this measure?

A. I have beard that there was such a letter, but I do not

know whether to M. Grand or tbe Commissioners.

Q. Do you know whether tbe Commissioners bad received

any order from Congress or tbe Secret Committee relative to

tbe fitting out of these two vessels ?

A. I do not know whether they bad received orders relative

to tbe fitting out of these two vessels.

Q. Did you ever bear that they bad?

A. I never beard that they bad received orders to fit out

these two vessels particularly, I beard that they bad general

orders to fit out vessels.

Q. Do you mean vessels of force to cruise against tbe enemy?

A. I do, because they received Continental commissions for

tbe Captains.
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MR. LEE’S XARRATIYE.

TO Ills EXCELLENCY, THE PKESIDENT OF THE
IIONOEABLE THE CONGEESS OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMEEICA.

Paris, February 10
,
1779 .

Sir

—

A letter under the signature of Silas Deane, and addressed to

tlie citizens of America, Las been publisLed with great avidity

by our enemies, and propagated tbrongb all Europe.

Of the public effect it is likely to produce, I shall only speak

in the words of a foreign minister here—that he doubtedO •

whether any power in Europe would, for the future, think

itself safe in treating with us.* Indeed, it must be obvious, that

* The following expression in !Mr Deane’s letter: “ I now see, what I have for

some time suspected, a design to lead you into a breach of your national faith

and honor solemnly pledged,” tends so directly to destroy all confidence in our

faith among the powers of Europe, that it is not incredulity itself to believe it

was done without design. Lord Mansfield and the Court of England arc now

employing this assertion with all the courts in Europe, to prevent them from

negotiating with us, and Lord ^lansficld himself, could not have devised an argu-

ment more effectual. Mr. Deane will not deny that wlicn we were settling the

treaty here, he had a private conference, upon matters, unknown to one of your

Commissioners at least, with a IMr. I’aul Wentworth, the coiTupt and corrupting

iiislnimeut of Lord IMansfield. I was informed of this some time after, and de-
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li)2-o/^ MR. lee’s XARRATIVE.

if one who luas been entrusted with a negotiation, is at liberty

to reveal to all the world, and to misrepresent what has come

to his knowledge under that trust, there is an end to all public

confidence and safety. I am at a loss to conceive what can be

more traitorous to the community than such conduct.

Kor is it possible to devise a surer method of disappointing

the negotiations in behalf of the States, by rendering -the per-

sons of the negotiators odious and suspected, than for a man

who is known to have been in high office, thus to publish

against them the basest and blackest accusations. It imports

not, as to the injurious effect, whether they be true or ffilse.

The mischief may happen before it is possible to prove the

falsehood of what is alleged; for example, Mr. Deane says; “A
gentleman of character in Paris told him that his correspondent

in England, saw a letter written by me, dated the night of

signing the treaty, and giving an account of its being signed.”

Had Mr. Deane named this gentleman of character, or his cor-

respondent, I, or any other person, could have gone to him to

trace and refute the falsehood, but as it stands I can only say,

it is not true; which puts it upon the foot of my denial against

his affirmation, and leaves the mind in doubt, but always

tainted with the suspicion, that there must be something in the

accusation, or a man would not hazard his name to it. With

this dark covering arc many of his accusations clothed, which

shows the art and unfairness with which they are maile.

Congress will now permit me to speak to those charges,

which he has made against me. And first, I do most solemnly

declare, before God and man, that every one of them is totally

and absolutely hilse.

Ilis first charge is, that by a “wanton display of my errand.

sired to know of Mr. Deane the subject of this conference, who told me, it was

only general professions of wishes to accommodate. I own, therefore, that I

cannot hep) connecting this conference with a declaration so pernicious to our

'•ause, and so direct to the purposes of our enemy. Rut the facts arc before you

for your own judgment.
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I gave just cause of distrust to the Court of IVIadrid,” and was

restricted to Burgos. I inclose a copy of the letter-'" written to

me order of the minister, which contains his reasons for

wishing me to meet him first at Vitoria, and then at Burgos: I

thought it prudent to comply, and wrote immediately to my
colleagues for their opinion, which may be seent concurring

with mine. Upon my interview with the Duke de Grimaldi,

and his endeavoring to dissuade me entirely from going to

Madrid, it seemed to me proper to make the representation, a

copy of which is inclosed.
:f

This, I conceived, would either

alter their sentiments, or make them more liberal in their aids,

by way of compensation.

With regard to the “wanton display of my commission”

Avhich Mr. Deane charges me with making, I aQlrm nothing

can be more contrary to truth. I defy him to produce the least

tittle of evidence of what he asserts, or in contradiction to what

I declare, that I did not communicate my mission to any one

living, or had the smallest intercourse with any person from

Bordeaux to Burgos. It was impossible to conceal that I was

going to Spain, or prevent persons writing so to ISTantes and

Bordeaux. But this was all they knew.

* Extract from the said letter. “Madrid, \lih February, 1777.

“All which we shall so manage as to meet one and the other at Vitoria, where

we shall tarry under some good disguise until our mutual arrival, and as this

noble minister has had to this day the entire clii-ection of all affairs, and is of

course fully acquainted with his majesty’s intentions, believe it is the only per-

son with whom you might treat, cither in said place, or some country house that

might be picked up for the purpose, and thereby avoid the inconveniences which

must inevitably follow by your coming to Madrid.

“P. S. Having considered upon the properest place for our meeting, Ave have

settled it on that of Burgos, instead of Vitoria, Avliich pray note accordingly, and

hope to meet you there.” Sec the whole letter authenticated. No. I.

March 215/, 1777.

f “hlr. D. is still here. You desire our advice about your stopping at Bur-

gos. We agree in opinion that you should comply with the request.” See the

extract authenticated. No. II. signed B. Franklin.

J See a copy of the memorial authenticated, No. III.

20
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By the extract of our public letter"' it appears that it was

the public good which called upon one of us to go to Madrid;

and it certainly was that which animated me to travel night

and day through every inclemency of weather, to accomplish

this end. But, according to Mr. Deane, the secret purpose was

to get rid of me, which, though I have suspected, I little im-

agined he would have had the imprudence to declare, -and by

that means point out the real cause of all the cabals which have

been constantly working to calumniate and vilify me since my
return from Spain.

As a cover for this, I am represented as “ proclaiming my
hatred and contempt of the French nation, and being suspected

by persons in high office from my connections with Lord Shel-

burne.”

Situated as I was, if I regarded only my personal safety, it

would have been little short of insanity to have made such

declarations, whatever might have been my opinion. If Mr.

Deane means that I frequently exclaimed against those con-

tractors and jobbers, who, very much under his influence, were

doing injustice to the public, he is right; and in no other sense

is there a color of truth in the charge. I had travelled three

times before in France, from my own inclination; was this like

one who hated and despised the nation?

If I was suspected for my connection Avith Lord Shelburne,

till very lately an avowed and able friend to the American

cause, how came it that Doctor Franklin, Avho Avas knoAvn to be

intimately connected Avith Lord IIoAve, Sir Grey Cooper, Sec-

retary to the Treasury, and Mr. Strahan, the king’s printer, the

most ministerial servants and enemies to America, should have

escaped suspicion? Jf I Avas suspected, hoAV came the court

* “Finding that our residence here together is nearly as expensive as if -we

_-were separate, and having reason to believe that one of us might be useful in

Madrid, and another in Holland, and some courts further northward, we have

agreed that Mr. Lee go to Spain, and either Mr. Deane or myself to the Hague.

Mr. Lee sets out to-morroAV.” See the extract authenticated, No. IV.
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and ministers here to trust me with those of their proceedings

which they most wished to be kept secret? The truth is, that

I have been apprised often of Mr. Deane, by himself and his

agents, having endeavored to excite this suspicion in order

to injure me. And so far did he flatter himself he had suc-

ceeded, that it appears from the declarations which many gen-

tlemen, particularly Mr. Stevenson, heard Mr. Carmichael, once

]\rr. Deane’s confidant, repeatedly make at Nantz, that he knew

the excuse klr. Deane would make to Congress for his doing

the business of the Commission without consulting me, would be

that the French ministry liad desired it. Mr. Carmichael added

that he did not doubt this arose from iMr. Deane’s suggestions.

I have written but two letters to Lord Shelburne since my
leaving England, of which I send you copies (No. V.). I owe

this testimony to the honor of that nobleman, that, notwith-

standing our former friendship, he never has attempted directly

nor indirectly to get a line from me, nor has he had one but

the above, one of which was written soon after my arrival here;

and the other to recommend the business of our prisoners. I am

next represented “as making the tour of Germany to arrive at

Berlin in safety, where I was unfortunate enough to do nothing

but lose my papers, discover the secrets and expose the mea-

sures of my colleagues, so as to enable the Britisli ministry to

counteract the measures taken for our advantage.”

That my door and desk should be broke open in the midst of

the city of Berlin, in open day, was an outrage little to have

been expected, and which no human prudence could have pre-

vented. When Mr. Deane imputes this to me as a crime, he

shows at once his candor and his forgetfulness, that a similar

accident happened to us all in France, when our dispatches by

Folger were robbed. Is it sure that the enemy received no

intelligence from that robbery? Congress will see by the in-

closed letter^' from me to my colleagues, the real state of the

* “Finding two days ago, while I was at dinner, my bureau had been broke

open and some papers stolen out which were in my portefeuillc. The English
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robbery at Berlin, and tlie early notice I gave them of that

event, to prevent any possible ill consequences. Let liim point

out the measure or measures for tlie public good wliicli it ena-

bled our enemies to counteract. Certain it is, that it did not

interrupt that foolish and fatal business at Dunkirk, which was

entirely his, as Dr. Franklin always disclaimed it, and which

threw Mr. Hodge into the Bastile, deprived us a long time of

even being admitted to sec the minister, drew from him the

most disgraceful reflections against us, and a positive ordcr'^'

for all our vessels of war to quit the ports of France in twenty-

four hours, and not to return. “Pourvu que ce soit a la condi-

tion bien exprimde de ne plus revenir;” these are the minis-

ter’s words. He says I did nothing at Berlin; yet i\[r. Deane

had read the Prussian minister’s letter,f pledging the king, in

ambassador happened to be in the hotel -where I lodge, when I discovered the

robbery. Upon being informed that I was gone to the governor, and that the

suspicion fell upon one of his servants, he went away in great confusion, and in

half an hour the portefeuille with all the papers were laid down at the door.”

See authenticated copy. No, VI.

Extract of a letter signed in the king’s own hand on the same suliject:—
“Le Roi ayant rc9u la lettre du Sr. Lee, do Berlin, le 1st Juillet, et sa plainte

du vol qui lui a ete fait, veut bien faire savoir en reponse, qui sa majeste vient

d’ordonner a son IMinistre d’Etat le Baron de Schulenbourg d’entendre ce qu’il

auroit a, lui dire ulterieurement la dessus.” See authenticated copy. No. VII.

* Extracts from the minister’s letter to a third person, he not then correspond-

ing with the Commissioners:—
“Vos amis no sent pas ni justes ni honnetes s’ils se plaignent des homes qu’on

a du mettre aux entreprises do leurs corsaires. Au reste, si on rn’ecrit, et que ce

soit d’une maniere convenable, jc prendrai les ordres pour repondre. Mais vis

a vis ce que vous me mandez des dispositions de vos amis, je vois que le senti-

ment de I’amitie ne se grave pas profondement chez eux. Je ne sais pas si en

Am^rique il est permis d’uscr de cos sortes de detours, mais cu France, et en

Europe, e’est une faute tres grave de mentir au Roi, ce qu’il a fait lorsqu’il a

afErmd et cautionnd que le batiment sorti de Dunquerke n’alloit point en course.”

See the -^vhole letter authenticated. No, VIII.

f Extract from a letter dated Berlin, IGth Januarjq 1778, signed Baron do

Schulembourg;

—

“Si Majestti souhaite que vos g(3n<ireux efforts soient suivis d’un plein succes,

et comme je vous I’ai deja marquiS dans ma lettre du 15 Beer, clle nc balanccra
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the strongest and most explicit manner, to acknowledge our

independence the moment it was done in France. He knows

that letter was shown to Count dc Vergennes and M. Gerard. I

have already had the honor of sending Congress a copy of this

letter, and they had in their possession a refutation of this

charge as of many others, at the time it was made. The ac-

knowledgment of our independence included every purpose I

went for, and would have fultilled the utmost object of my nego-

tiation. Tlie sudden and unforeseen death of the Elector of

Bavaria, on the 30th of January, by the smallpox, and the war

that grew from it, prevented the King of Prussia’s compliance

with his promise, because it would necessarily have thrown

Great Britain, Hanover, Hesse Brunswick, and their connec-

tions into the emperor’s scale against him. But, surely, there

is not another mortal . breathing, so uncandid as to visit this

upon me, or to think I failed in my negotiation, because events

uncontrollable by any man living, disappointed us of the fruits

of it, the moment they were ripe for gathering.

My correspondence with Dr. Berkenhont is his next charge;

he is obliged, however, to confess I communicated “a part” of

it to my colleagues. How does he know I did not communicate

the whole? I did communicate the whole, that concerned us

jointly. What more could have been required of me? But

he forgets to add that I also laid it before the French ministry,

and that my answer was made by their unanimous advice. Dr.

Berkenhout’s reply, and his declining to proceed any further,

was not owing to the news of General Howe’s success, as will

appear by my letter.'^' It was, that the English ministry under-

stood that there was a difference between Dr. Franklin and me,

which rendered it useless to treat with us. This report had

pas a reconnoitre votre independence dds qne la France, qui sc trouve plus dircc-

tement intcrcssee a I’issuc dc cette contestation, en donnera I’cxemple.” See the

authenticated copy. No. IX. The copies of the Prussian Minister’s letters to me.

Nos. X. and XL, contain further accounts of my negotiation.

* See a copy of my letter, No. XII. (A)
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been industriously propagated, botli here and in London, by

Mr. Deane’s cabal, to injure me.

Mr. Deane asserts that, “about the time of the arrival of the

news of General Burgoyne’s surrender, my secretary went to

and from London, charged with affairs which were secret to

your other Commissioners.”

Congress will be astonished to hear that I had no secretary

at that time, nor at any time before it, except Mr. Sayre, who

left me at Berlin, and has not been in Paris since. Let IMr.

Deane name, if he can, who that secretary or person was. The

first secretary T ever had was Major Thornton, who entered

upon that office late in January, 1778. At the time Mr. Deane

mentions, Major Thornton was chosen by my colleagues, I never

having seen or lieard of him before, to carry our letter to Lord

Kortli about the prisoners, and to visit and relieve them. This

will be seen by Dr. Franklin’s letter,'^* introducing him to Sir

Grey Cooper, and announcing his business. Among other let-

ters of information which he wrote us from London, and which

were long concealed from me, one contains the following re-

markable piece of intelligence:

—

“Lord North told Mr. Hartley last Saturda}^, the 3d of Jan-

uary, 1778, that' he knew of several persons who had come to

London, from Messrs. Fraid^lin, Deane, and Lee, and that Dr.

Bancroft had been in London, and he was informed had been

sent by those gentlemen from Paris on stock-jobbing business.”

The fact is, that Dr. Banci'ol't, then acting as secretary to iNTr.

Deane, and living in the house with the other Commissioners at

* “ Receiving frequent accounts by American prisoners, -who Lave escaped

from your jails, of the miserable situation and hard treatment of their country-

men at Portsmouth, and Plymouth, we have prevailed with a gentleman. Major

Thornton (to us mucli a stranger, but who appears a man of humanity), to visit

the prisons, and give from us some relief to these unfortunate men.” See the

authenticated copy, No. IV. (A), dated Passy, 11th December, 1777, and signed

B. Franklin. N. B. Mr. Austin ari-ivcd at Paris, with the dispatches of General

Burgoyne’s defeat and surrender, the 4th December, 1777.



':iSte: «-&w 1^.' :||i|f.afc^!<fo‘''^f^^^^

w-i, •«. , -y •

’a, '& ' »-•:> ^JJ4T»» .,

^
,f/i<4 0i/^'^I«^^'lW'xt^1>''?.^3^ ftrru ih-v l-H»-:l^rv- .J,i^:

if nu/il,iWJ.th2rT># ifi{_ i/uJilvf .;v/^iTrWlantx,«<^?
^

.^r 9rf,f XfHrd Iv^Ia* .... >07

lo bf -lU .yrinu«#,i€4 Tt.i/kill .iK ' r 'T><y

o4 b.5»( v^vr /'(tOiT^'l -fAH^^jvsjR >6 .njiW*'
^

^ ^

^

|j^ *J/i»t| 1' Hi /!jiikI'‘a>»ffi‘^?'V®v .,€Mm>i!4A #(^1 ^adb/|»>»}. ^ .

^tm! .

hMS^toi Jii 4&W buit 'jt'^o-'^nfifL
' '-**‘*fe'

. - . . . M t 'Ati'' '-i.. :•

p"'jV* 'TM ^jd-N!T«tiJTViJi«1l3 ^llSft -lisdj (fli^IMflfl .1^? «rf
^

« jaiWi«aimra^’jKS»Jj-> tfdi j},t.i»j««loiI Tfeit! i^vShW'^1%-- ,wrs.Q' '*

iH^t*^? #ir4^‘fe¥„^'St«in' <Mn.»i» K xi mt^ir tt^m^<^<^b»!i •'».

^

tT ft jkik' *tii Ji’jhiitiitirii ii^ "ntfi^li y
‘



MK. lee’s narrative. 159

Fassy, went off express for London the very day the news of

the Saratoga surrender arrived. Mr. Jonathan Loring Austin,

who brought the dispatches, knows this, as does every Ameri-

can who was then in Paris, or in London. The infamy of this

transaction was visited equally upon me.

The whole of this forgery is calculated to support his insin-

uation, that I held a correspondence with the enemy, and be-

trayed state secrets; and to confirm this, he refers to a decla-

ration of Charles Fox, that the treaty was signed. For this

purpose, too, he has converted Charles Fox from a finnily foe,

as every one knows he is, into the friend of Lord Shelburne.

It is impossible Mr. Deane should be ignorant of what was the

common talk and surprise of the time, that Mr. Fox expressly

declared that his information came from Dr. Franklin. The

following are his words, as detailed at large in the Courier dc

VEuro'pe, Mardi, Fevrier 24, 1778:

—

“CriAMBRE DE CoMMUNS, ScancG de Mardi, 17 Fevrier.

“J’ai vu une lettre du Docteur Franklin dans laquelle ce Commissairc de

I’Amerique dit express^ment a son correspondant a Londres, il y a dix jours

que Ics deputes du Congress out signe avec le niinistere Fran9ois un traite de

commerce, dans Icquel toutes Ics forinalites qui s’obscrvcnt de nation a nation

contractantes out etc solemnellemcnt observdes.”*

To fix, therefore, this imputation upon me, of having betrayed

to the enemy “an important matter, that was agreed to be kept

a profound secret,” he has recourse to a gross falsehood, and a

most palpable misrepresentation of a notorious fact.

But what will be the opinion of him, when, from the follow-

ing declaration of Captain M. Livingston, which I have under

his hand, a direct and irresistible conclusion arises that Mr.

Deane himself betrayed the secret, not q/i!er, but heforeih.Q treaty

was signed, which was ten times worse.

“Paris, IIM April, 1778.

“I do certify that I was shown a letter in London, dated the 27 th of January

* Sec authenticated copy, No. XIII.
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last, 'wliicli I was told was written by Dr. Bancroft to Mr. Wharton, informing

him that he might depend upon it, he had it from the very best authority, that

the treaty with the Court of France, was to be signed the 5th or Gth of February,

and desiring him to make his speculations accordingly, in the above words, or

words to that effect. I do also certify that I have seen Dr. Bancroft’s hand-

writing on other occasions, and that I believe the above-mentioned letter to have

been written by him.”*

Signed M. LIVINGSTON
Witness, Gno. Digges.

Captain Livingston is a gentleman of nnimpeacliecl character,

was some time lieutenant on board the Boston frigate, which he

quitted with a recommendation from the Commissioners to

Congress. He now commands the Governor Livingston, and 1

hope will reach America to confirm personally what he has

given under his hand. Dr. Bancroft lived with Mr. Deane as

his secretary, and every one will judge who was his best authority.

And since Mr. Deane chooses to deal in circumstantial evidence,

there is one circumstance very strong to point this to him;

which is, that it appears, from a mistake of our banker in having-

charged to the public account what belongs to the particular

one of hlr. Deane, that some little timet after this transaction

Mr. Deane remitted to this Mr. Wharton in London, from Paris,

19,520 liv. 14 s. It is proper to observe that this gaming was, by

giving so much down, to receive a certain sum on the happening

of a stipulated event in a given time. This made it necessary

to remit. I^fr. Deane may perhaps explain this away; but I beg

it may be by wcll-autlicnticatcd facts, not by mere assertions,

as I think some doubts have been thrown on his veracity.

Before I quit this article, I must observe that the stock-job-

bers have been base enough to circulate reports that my brother,

Mr. Izard, and myself, were also employed in stock-jobbing.

They found this upon my having sent my secretary, Major

* Sec authenticated copy, No. XIV.

I “Trait dc Samuel Wharton de Londres du 17th Fevrier, sur M. Silas Deane,

19,520 liv. 14 s. Sign6 Grand.”

True extract from the banker’s accounts. II. Ford, Secretary.
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Thornton to London. I will state tlio facts for the judgment of

Congress. Finding i^^ajor Thornton, from the activity and in-

tre])idity of Ids disposition, and his acquaintance in the army

and navy, to be a very proper person to get me intelligence of

the designs and measures of the enemy, I sent him to London

for that purpose Avith the following instructions:

—

^‘Februarj/ 21, 1778.

“Instructions to Mr. Thornton—To go 'with all speed to London, and there

learn the real and probable future force of Great Britain; the number of men

raised and to be raised, and 'where stationed; the number of ships and seamen;

whether the harbor of Shields is fortified
;

"svith all other information he may

think of use.”^'

He accordingly brought me a \cvj accurate account of the

number and disposition of the force of Great Britain, of which

I informed Congress, in my letter to the Committee, dated

April d, ITTS.f

The next important period for intelligence Avas, AAdien the

great lleet of the enemy Avas arming. I therefore sent him to

London again, AAuth the folloAving instructions:

—

April 30, 1778.

“ To find the destination of the main fleet under Keppell
;
the number of sea-

men actually in service; whether tliere is any design against the Spanish flota,J

and -what it is; to get copies of material paiters of the Cabinet, the Treasury, or

the Secretary of State’s Office; whether any more naval or land force is to lie

sent to America, what, and when
;

to trace the correspondence liy the lady in

Baris; to trace the ministerial connections and ju’oceodings of the stock-jobliing

company, and get cojiies of their letters, the feigned names umlcr which they

correspond, and the key to their cipher.”^

]Mr. Thornton continued to send me constant intelligence on

the aboAm subjects,] and particularly on the force and desti-

* See the authenticated copy. No. XV. (A.)

I Sec the .'luthenticatcd extract. No. XXXIT.

;};
Of this I informed the Spanish ambassador. Sec No, XAM. authenticated.

See the authenticated copy, No. XV. (B.)

II

Of which I made communications to Count Vergennes and the Spanish am-

bassador. Sec No. XA^. (G.)
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nation of Byron’s fleet, of wliicli I sent notice to Connt Ycr-

gennes,“ as appears by my letter-book the lOtli of May
;
and

wrote to all my correspondents in lYance and Spain to com-

municate it to all captains going to America.

Of this also I informed Congress, by my letter of the 23d of

iNTay, in these words: “I have sent orders to all the ports in

France and Spain, to communicate the account of the sailing of

a fleet of thirteen ships iVoin England against America, to all

the captains who sail for the United States or the French

islands, fl’his, I conceived, would be the most certain means of

communicating the alarm and preventing surprise.. The minis-

try here are also to convey a letter from us by every opportu-

nity to the same purpose.’’^ I was not at I’assy when this

letter was signed, and therefore my name was not to it.

Before iMr. Thornton went the last time there were whispers

that he had been concerned in stock-jobbing. I taxed him with

it; and he satisfied me, by a letter from Mr. AVharton, that,

though strongly solicitied, lie woukh not hold a correspondence

with him. These whispers grew stronger in his absence, which

made me caution him against giving any foundation for them.:};

At length, a formal accusation was given, in against him to Dr.

Franklin by Dr. Bancroft, in behalf of iMr. Wharton. It con-

fessed that the former' had gained upon lik information; that

ho had given Thornton a promissory note for <£500, payable on

a declaration of war in such a time, and charging him with

having taken copies clandestinely of material papers.§ It ap-

* See authenticated extract, No. XV. (C.)

•j- Sec authenticated extract, No. XV. (F.)^

Sec autlienticatcd extract, No. XVIII. And I also wrote to cvci-y worthy

person to watch Ids conduct. See my authenticated letter. No. XVII.

^ “Some time in March last, Samuel Wharton informed me by letter, that he

feared his brother, Joseph Wharton (who had lost near <£10,000 sterling by the

bankruptcy of Richard Ford Co,), was disposed to endeavor to repair his

losses by insurances upon political events, and that Mr. Thornton was, as he sus-

]K'ctcd, encouraging and misleading him into that kind of speculation. A few

weeks afterwards, Mr. Austin informed me that Mr, Thornton had shown him a



I"” nA m^ieliwlA TB# 5»«yiH .'‘0**4*”*’’*^^

t
, nfe) «':’: Jiailftifi nl ' - i‘0tJ«*a.'3a« Inini;.>l‘« .Htggia i/T

!tf«J'il‘’“t«<#«4W”^Vl/: to \.44*cf .ia v</'^kui»TOi'J ^

'*’4 ^4^ 3«i.li

!'f,' » IKn»^i.{|y;if'’l ;t)V' 'v3. Ui\,»JO«'<,tW*f«j)t^^ « ;).77j^;;fcaii I!)!?

^
'ilUw, ,mk» d««sr»‘ 1'

hm4 .[iihitiBitt

'.?r . I, '

,

:

^Jk
iX>'«

'
•6'“®-'^- - -

-'

l.,« «lk-l#jl&»'*''«m
fj

'tii m
.J ,i;Si



MR. lee’s narrative. 1G3

pears from Mr. Livingston’s letter to mo, that the material

paper cited by them in evidence of this, was furnished from

Passy,"'" and probably with a view of giving color to this accusa-

tion. But Mr. Jonathan Boring Austin, who acted then as our

secretary, having assured me that he saw the promissory note

in Mr. Thornton’s possession, and he not coming when I re-

called him to answer the accusation, I took another secretary,

the Eev. Mr. Ford, and have not heard of iMr. Thornton since.

So far, however, they succeeded in seducing from me the best

intelligence I could possibly have found
;
and avenging them-

selves on a man v/ho had given early warning of I)r. Bancroft’s

proceedings.

AYlien iMr. Beane asserts that “frequent bickerings and dis-

putes happened between Mr. Lee and him for his attention to

the public service,” he commits a little mistake. It was be-

cause he was sacrificing the. public to private views, usurping

the sole management of that business, in which I was equally

authorized and equally interested; and because the public

mone}^ was expended without any specific accounts or vouchers,

and I had great reason to believe was very improperly spent.

I have Br. Franklin’s testimony that he did the. business

without me, as he says in his letter to his nephew.: “ Mr. Beane

generally consults with me .(not with his colleagues), and has

"/disapprobation.”'!' Indeed, it may well be conceived that, not-

wfitlistanding the modesty and unassuming diffidence so con-

spicuous in Mr. Beane’s character, yet, as he conceived himself

saddled with me, the moment I was appointed, he would find

note of band for £500 sterling, payable by Joseph Wharton, on condition that

war should be declared before a certain day in April
;

this note I understood to

have been obtained by IMr. Thornton from IMr. Wharton, as a consideration for

some intelligence.”

True extract from the original in the handwriting of Dr. .Bancroft, with which

I am well acquainted. 11. Ford, Secretary.

* See authenticated copy, No. XXL

I See a copy of the whole letter authenticated. No. XIX.
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out soTUO means of relieving himself from the burthen. The

l\[adrid scheme, it seems, I inalicionsly disappointed, by pro-

claiming my commission along the road; he therefore cut the

matter short by setting the })0wcr of Congress at defiance, and

usurping to himself that Commission with which they had

jointly intrusted me.

I beg the particular attention of Congress to one observation,

the truth of which, the contracts, appointments, and banker’s

accounts will show. That, though the public money was

equally in my disposal, I never disposed of fifty pounds without

the coneurrence of my colleagues
;
nor did one livre go through

the hands of any relation or connection of mine. That no con-

traet or place was ever given by my recommendation. The

graeiousness and the advantages of these things, my colleagues,

their friends and relations, enjoyed exclusively and entirely.

One would have imagined this might have kept them in good-

humor with mo; but unhappily it did not.

I come now to one of the icealcest confessions of criminality

on the part of lsh\ Deane that over the blindness of passion and

rage of accusation produced, lie informs the public that he

received^ the 4:(Jl day of March

^

the resolution of Congress, which

he quotes at large, recalling him and appointing another Com-

missioner in his place; yet with this recall and annihilation as

one of your Commissioners in his possession, ho imposed him-

self upon his colleagues, upon the Court of France, and upon

all Europe, as still a representative of the United States. lie

was publicly presented, on the 20//z of Marchf to the King and

Court of Versailles as still bearing that character; and this was

announced to all Europe, lie disposed of the })ublic money to

others, and took largely of it to himself, as will appear by the

following articles in the banker’s account:

—

O

* Sec the authenticated extract from the Court Gazette of France, No. XXXV.
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^larcli 15. Assignation do M. Silas Doanc, a Js. Barnet . . . 250

“ 17. Autre du ineine a B. Nieliolson...... 240

“ 25, and 27. Assignm. de I\I. S. Detine a II. Johnson & J. All . 1,400

“ 17. Couipte a M. S. Deane, sur reyu 4,800

“ 24. “ “ “ 2,400

“ 30. “ “ “ 20,715

“ 30. Payd “ “ 4,800*

Thus Deane, no longer a Commissioner, takes out of the

public treasury, entrusted to your Commissioners only, in the

space of thirteen days, 38,715 livres, or £1,700 sterling, to his

own use. It may be imagined this was to pay the necessary

expenses he had incurred here. But I appeal to the banker’s

accounts, to the lion. John Adams, Esq., and young Mr. Frank-

lin, whether his houserent, his furniture, his earriage, and even

the wages of his servants, have not been paid since out of the

public money. ISTeither can he pretend it was for the expenses

of his voyage, since these were defrayed by Ilis Most Christian

Majesty.

That he coneealed his reeall from his colleagues, will appear

from the following letter of Dr. Franklin. As I had heard a

report of Mr. Deane’s recall and 51r. Adams’s appointment, I

tliought it more delicate to inquire about the fact from Dr.

Franldin than from Mr.- Deane, and therefore I wrotef to tlie

former to know whether there was any intelligence received at

* I luive coin})iircd the iibovc -with the origiiml accounts delivered in by ^Ir.

Cvund, and find the statement and sums to be just. II, I'ord, Secretary.

[A Notk auukd in riiii.ADKi.i'iiiA.]

—

The first three sums, amounting to 1,800

llvrcs, have been omitted in IMr. Lee’s account, 'which he calls in gross, 38,715;

but the ^vholc amount, from the 15th to the 30th of Marcli, is 40,G05, the dilfer-

ence 1^800. The reading should therefore be: “in the sjiaceof 15 days, 40,005

livres, or £1,770 9 4.] sterling,” computing livres at 101 d. After having re-

ceived his recall, and information that another person -was apjiointed Commis-

sioner in his place, l\Ir, Deane’s po'wer over money in the juiblic banker’s hands

ceased, and he ought not to have touched a livre of it -without an order first ob-

tained from his late colleagues.

I Sec the authenticated letter, No, XX.
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Passy, of the recall of one of the Commissioners. To this I re-

ceived the following answer :
—

O

Passy, March 13
,
1778 .

Dear Sir—

I have been told that some passengers landed at Orient, from an American

ship, report that Mr. Adams is coming out to replace Mr. Deane
;
but I have re-

ceived no advice of that kind from Congress, and suppose that, if true, he Avill

bring their orders with him.

I have the honor to be, Ac.

Signed B. FRANKLIN.*

But these were not his only transgressions against the laws

of his country at that period. Mr. Deane knew that it was one

of the fundamental laws of our Union, that no person in the

service of the United States should accept from any king,

prince, or minister, any present or gratuity whatsoever. lie

knew it, because the Articles of Confederation were transmitted

here, and printed by our order, and delivered to this court and

several others: yet, in the face of this fundamental law, Mr.

Deane accepted of a gold snuffbox, set with diamonds, from

the King of Prance. This court was at that moment anxious

to gain every influence for the ratification of the treaties, and

the disappointment of the British Commissioners, the extent of

whose offers were not known, and Mr. Deane was too modest

to refuse the douceur they offered.

“Dr. Berkenhout,” says Mr. Deane, “hath since said that he

had letters to the lion. Kichard Henry Lee, Esq., from the Hon.

Arthur Lee, Esq., joint Commissioner of the United States at

the Court of Yersailles, and sole Commissioner of these States

at the Court of Madrid.” Before whom did Dr. Berkenhout

say this? Was it to General iMaxwcll, or to the council which

examined and released him? Did Providence reveal this also

to Mr. Deane? AYas it revealed before or after the Dr.’s de-

parture? AUherefore was it that Mr. Deane, who knew of his

being in Philadelphia, who had, as he pretends, suspicions of

* See the authenticated copy. No. XX.
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Mil. LEE S NAllIlATIVE. 1G7

my correspondence with him, and of my designs against the

independence of my country in favor of the English, did not

give information against the Dr. when in custody, and have

him examined as to this particular and important point? AVhat

was it sealed his lips, till opening them could be of no use, but'

that of aspersing those he hated, and has infinite reason to fear?

Particulars are not for Mr. Deane’s purpose, they would en-

danger his “stubborn and undeniable focts.” General slander,

vague and dark accusation, are at once his dart and his defence,

llis malice gives a certain force to his accusations, and people

are apt to mistake at first the venom of the shaft for the vigor

of the bow. When slander is his object, no name escapes him.

When evidence is required, his delicacy about names is in-

vincible.

I not only never wrote a line to Dr. Berkenhout about my
brother, or any other person in America, but neither he nor iMr.

Temple ever apprised me of their intention of going. I was

informed of it by others just about the time of their sailing, and

had some correspondence on the subject, of which I send copies.'''"

As to my being at once “joint Commissioner at the Court of

Yersailles, and solo Commissioner at the Court of Madrid,” it

is a wilful and shameless perversion of truth, for as shameless a

purpose—that of deeeiving the public and calumniating tlicir

absent servant. I have seen Mr. Deane read my commission

more than once; he knew that when I became Commissioner at

the Court of Madrid I ceased to be such at the Court of Ver-

sailles
;
nay, that the moment I quitted Paris to enter upon the

Commission at Madrid, my powers as Commissioner here ceased,

and were no more. The words are: “Provided, always, that

tliG, said Arthur Lee shall continue to be possessed of all the

powers heretofore given him as a Commissioner at the Court of

Prance from these States, so long as he shall remain in and he

present at the said courts

Sec No. XV. of the authenticated extracts, at the letters (D) and (E).
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1G8 MK. LEE’b NAHEATTVE.

Thus the existence of the one was incompatible with that of

the other Commission, and they could not possibly take place

in me at the same time. Thus, too. Congress had a person

ready to embrace the first favorable moment of negotiating

with Spain without any additional expense, which must neces-

sarily have been double, had they appointed another person;

yet this wise and economical measure of Congress excited infi-

nitely l\Ir. Deane’s spleen; because, either in his misconception

or misrepresentation, it showed an extraordinary confidence in

the man he hated, and whose ruin he meditated.

“ nine spargere voces,

In vulgum ambiguas, ct quaerere conscius arnia.”

But, admitting two commissions had been actually confided in

me at once; how came this to give such alarm to Mr. Deane’s

virtue, when it was not shocked in the least at having an hun-

dred committed to the three, which according to this plan were

soon appropriated to my two colleagues, and were likely to vest

in Mr. Deane alone? I Avas dispatched to ^[adrid
;
Dr. Frank-

lin or Mr. Deane Avas to go to Holland. Suppose it had been

the former; then kir. Deane, wliose acquaintance Avith Europe,

its language, courts, and politics, Avas of tAVO Avhole months

standing, and Avho had travelled quite from Bordeaux to Paris,

might have had at once the negotiations to manage with the

Courts of Ycrsaillcs, Vienna, Prussia, Portugal, Sardinia, Naples,

Tuscany, Eussia, Sweden, Denmark, Poland, the Swiss Cantons,

all the Electors and sovereign Princes of the Empire, those of

Italy, the Grand Seignior, the Emperor of iMorocco, and the

Barbary States; yet I do not remember that the modesty and

diffidence of kfr. Deane expressed the least apprehension at the

probability of so much poAver devolving upon him alone. Ilis

mind seems to have been entirely employed in providing against

the possibility of so unequal a Aveight falling upon my shoul-

ders. kVe arc not to search too deep for the motive oi‘ so

obliging an act.
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Mr. Deane’s pieee was published on the 5th of December.

On the 14th of September preceding, Dr. Franklin was chosen

Minister Plenipotentiar}^ here; nnd, consequently, I was no

more a Commissioner at the Court of Versailles. If it were

possible to conceive that Mr. Deane, though residing in Phila-

delphia, and attentive to the proceedings of Congress, could be

ignorant of this, his own advices to France announcing it,

would prove that when he published to the people on the 5th

of December that I was a “joint Commissioner at the Court of

Versailles and sole Commissioner at the Court of ]\ladrid” he

asserted that whieh he knew to be untrue, and this with the

worst and basest of all purposes, the imposing upon the public,

to induce them to censure Congress and myself unjustly.

Mr. Deane informs the public that, “unfortunately for them

I gave universal disgust to the nation whose assistance we

solicited.” Fie had taken so entirely the business of the Com-

mission into his own hands, that not a millionth part of the

nation knew that I was a Commissioner or even that I existed.

Of all the letters addressed from different parts of the king-

dom!, there was not one in an hundred which bore my name.

The following passage of a letter from the IMessrs. Delaps, of

Bordeaux, will show the fact and reason of it.

“ January 3, 1773.

“We •s\Tote several letters addressed to your direction, to which we received

answers only from Messrs. Franklin and Deane, which gave ns room to ima-

gine you Avere absent; in consequence of Avhich ayc replied only to them gen-

tlemen,”

Neither these letters nor answers in general were communi-

cated to me. In answer to his as.sertion, I will subjoin a single

week’s engagements from my memorandums, from which every

one may judge on what terms I was with the French nation.

Possibly Fir. Deane may have poetically put his friend FI.

Beaumarchais for the FVcnch nation, as I certainly have given

him disgust by opposing a demand for £200,000 sterling

22



>3

-«i. ,4tf(jri <*U
>'

*-^[l vl®ill4i‘» ,&4f;^p‘.oUi f‘«d all- r;^ii^'^i>](f)i^;;4' v
^

''•gfinC^ ^t4'1d rn/:#| ^ff^t/tuh :>i.- lo 1C*

^ia^../y;S. lui 4xl myr >'ie)!'il,in^'^

|A.v jfl .iiHapoM '••j|',i-iiJi1 i../ti»f . ')t^ vv!i.*f'*..'t-;4^7;aiv/^!i*?l

Ji if* vfft^iii liiw

;

' 4
- lifflHi. : ,

,^
i^: .:: .

, ,,,

, «(',nri •».* JWyiw* MI^*tt|^t-^ fft*»*f* *iJa^ '‘'

If. 4'i^W
w

' mfWt ••nt^/brtifiORi'ira.^ffi i:gtn1 f‘.*>ii»av.

E^}
'
oyfl4’' T^ifS';

•fi'„sifoiJ|sn ffoii’nU ifjl" ^kifo^yomliis^'SC^^^j^
^|

'^

<»/*

Ml



170 MR. lee’s narrative.

against my country, tlic justice of wliidi I have very good rea-

son to doubt.

Note of Engagements to Dine.—Thursday, M. Turgot; Friday,

Count Sarsheld
;
Saturday, Count Welsh; Sunday, Prince Tin-

gry
;
^[onday. Duchess d’Anvelle; Tuesday, Mons. de Sartine,

iNtinistre de Guerre; Thursday, le iMaresclial Due de iMouchy;

Saturday, Due de Aien. Nr. Deane’s calumny obliges- me to

make a show of the attention paid to me here by persons of the

highest rank, which otherwise I never should have mentioned.

There could not be a thing more notorious than that I asso-

ciated with and cultivated the French people ten times more

than iMr. Deane. It is true that I did not attempt to have my
name celebrated as all-powerful and all-bounteous in every

coffee house in Paris, b}^ arrogating sovereign power, giving

commissions and recommendatory letters to all persons who

would attend at my levy and flatter my greatness. I considered

such conduct as criminal, and never concurred in it. In my
judgment it was an usurpation of the sovereign power which

sent us, and exercised without the least discretion or discern-

ment. It is in vain to say the court was desirous these officers

might be sent, and that recommendatory letters were not con-

clusive upon Congress. I have had it from Count Yergennes

himself that he disapproved of it. Those who gave the recom-

mendatory letters knew that the persons receiving them con-

sidered them as commissions, and when they were disa})pointed,

they deemed and complained of it as an act of the highest in-

justice. Congress know how much money and disquiet these

ill-judged and presumptuous proceedings have cost them and

the public. As soon as Mr. Deane informed me of his arrival

and business, I came to Paris at the hazard of my life, to con-

sult with him, and communicate to him whatever was in my

power for his information. AVithout derogating from the trans-

cendent abilities of which this gentleman thinks himself pos-

* Sec the authenticated copy of a letter, No. XXII., which is a strong proof.
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sessed, it might have been sii})poscd that one who had been so

long in Europe, engaged and active from the beginning, in this

question, repeatedly employed, and actually in equal trust with

himself, might have given some useful advice. But Mr. Deane

neither ever communicated to, nor consulted vdth me, and

when I odered my opinion, he received it with such captious

rudeness and indecency as soon satisfied me of the inutility of

again repeating it.

I hope I shall be pardoned for begging the attention of Con-

gress while I answer also the aceusations of iMr. Deane against

my brother, who, being absent in Germany, cannot defend him-

self by this opportunity. I have in my possession, proofs of

the untruth of every charge which he has made.

iVlr. Deane says, that, after informing Mr. M^illiam Lee of his

appointment as Commercial Agent, “ he heard nothing from him

till the month of June, when he arrived in Paris.” iMy brother

MU’ote to me immediately that he would come over as soon as

he could settle his affairs, of vdiich I informed both my col-

leagues. He came while I was in Germany, and remained here

by the express advice of Dr. Franklin and i^[r. Deane, he having-

no commission to act, and they refusing to give him any counte-

nance, till Mr. Ross wrote in the following words, from Nantz,

to testify that he was authorized, and "to press his coming-

down.

“Nantz, 22dJuhj, 1777.

“rennit me now to inform jmu that Mr. Morris is possessed of the instruc-

tions to Mr. Lee from committee of Congress, on his being appointed Commercial

Agent here; since your hist letter came to my hand 1 suspected ihi/s to be the

case from some circumstances, and by accident last evening learnt it to be so.

These instructions arc contained in a letter addressed to Mr. Lee and Mr. Morris

as joint agents, which is similar and of equal force with the separate powers on

which Mr. Morris has acted hitherto. I tlicrefore take the liberty to recommend

]\lr. Lee’s repairing hither immediately to assume the management.

Signed “JOHN ROSS.”

This letter was addressed to Mr. Deane; their consent could
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now no longer with any decency be withheld, and my brother

set out for Nantz with a letter from us, recommending harmony,

between the commercial agents in conducting the public busi-

ness. Unfortunately for my brother’s peace, that harmony ap-

peared to have taken place, as we soon received a joint letter

from them stating that the powers given to ^Ir. Williams by

Ivir. Deane for his name only, appeared in them, though it ap-

peared afterward that Dr. Franklin had confirmed them, w'ere

incompatible with their agency, and therefore they requested

those powers might be recalled. An answer was prepared to

this letter and shown to me; it expressed a willingness to

recall* those powers and to vest them in Mr. Lee alone, with

very strong expressions against Mr. Morris. I objected what

was obvious, that this would destroy the harmony recom-

mended, and without which the public business could not go

on
;
that the right answer seemed to me plain and simple, which

Avas to recall the powers complained of, without saying any-

thiim for or against either of tlie gentlemen, which it was rnani-

fest would be productive of bad consequences. My opinion

was not approved. Neither that nor any other answer was

* The sincerity of this profession -will appear from the following extract of a

letter in the handwriting of Mr. Williams, dated Nantz, 21st August, 1777, and

which also shows the private traffic they were carrying on.

“To the Honorable Silas Deane, Esq.

—

“I have received your favor of the ISth inst., and observe that matters rela-

tive to the ships of war and prizes are to remain as they were. The Lion goes

on as fast as possible. I have been on board the prize brig, and do not think

she is so very fine as was at first supposed; she is a very good merchant vessel,

but is not well fitted for a fighting one, though capable of carrying about twelve

guns, for a small defence, but they must all fight exposed. Mr. Ross tells me

he has written to you on the subject, and the matter rests whether according to

his letter you will undertake or not; if we take her on private account she must

be passed at 13,000 livres, because that has been offered for her, and I believe

that is the extent she would sell for without guarantee.

Signed “JONATHAN WILLIAMS.”

True extract. H. Ford, Secretary.
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ever sent to this or to any of the letters written to us by the

agents, jointly or separately.

My brother returned to Paris in October, and then received

his commissions. On the 13th, the Commissioners met by his

desire (and Mr. Izard attended), when he gave them an account

of the situation of the commercial affairs at Nantz, and stated,

that in consequence of the powers given to Mr. Williams, a

quarrel had been produced, which made it impossible to con-

duct the public business with effect till these were recalled and

the Commissioners gave their support openly to the agents ap-

pointed b}^ the Committee. He said, people in general could

not determine who was Commercial Agent, and others took

advantage of their mutual pretensions and endeavored to play

one against the other. There was a prize or prizes lying

stripped, plundered, and rotting; no one choosing to become

purchaser, under an uncertainty of who had the true authority

to sell. He therefore begged to know whether they would

recall this order from Mr. Williams, and support him in the

execution of his office. The two eldest Commissioners professed

a willingness to recall the order, but positively refused to give

them any support. Thus the meeting ended ineffectually, the

order being not only not recalled, but soon after confirmed and

extended.* Congress will therefore judge with what propriety

and truth Mr. Lee is accused of having “declined to regulate

these affairs when loudly called upon.” The addition that he

* Extract of a letter from Nantz to Dr. Franklin, 18th April, 1778.

“Dear and Honored Sir

—

“ As I never had any recall of the power the Commissioners gave me, I was in

duty bound to signify to M. Schweighauser that T should oppose those of his

powers from l\Ir, Lee that should interfere with mine. Mr. A. Lee is informed

of this, and demands of me copies of the powers I hold from the Commissioners,

which I have accordingly made out; but as I do not choose to give your signa-

ture without your knowledge, I inclose the copies to you and beg you will give

them to Mr. Lee, if you see no objection.

“JONATHAN WILLIAMS.”

This letter is in the handwriting of Mr. Williams. H. Ford.
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declined it, “lest his property in England should be aflcctcd,”

is a simnise and a calumny entirely worthy of Mr. Deane. A
letter had long before that been written from Paris to London,

and published in the newspapers, giving his name at large, with

information of his being at Paris, and having accepted of the

commercial agency."^ II is wife, children, and fortune, were in

the power of the enemy, to whom this information was given.

I am not the only person who had it from a gentleman much in

their secrets, that this letter was written by persons under a[r.

Deane’s roof, and known to be under his direction.

Mr. Deane proceeds: “He returned to Paris, and there re-

ceived his appointment of Commissioner to the Courts of Yienna

and Berlin; he continued, nevertheless, inactive at Paris until

the month of December, carefully concealing his appointment^

which might indeed have militated against \\\s office of Alilerman

of London^ which he did then and probably does still retain.

When the news of General Burgoynds defeat and surrender arrived^

it produced a revolution in the minds of many, and among

others, your Commercial Agent and political Commissioner^

the Honorahle Win. Lee^ Bsip^ with some degree of activity in your

favorC

This infamous aspersion comes from the man wdio knew that

my brother had come from London, had openly taken upon

him the agency, went down to Nantz where everyone saw him

* “Dr. Lee’s brother, the Alderman of London^ is arrived here; lie liath ac-

cepted of the employment of Commercial Aycnl to Congress—the Alderman is so

much of a courtier tliat he places all virtue in economy.” The preceding is an

extract of a letter dated Paris, 12th July, 1777, and inserted in the Public

Ledger of 22d July.

Extract of another letter taken from the Public Ledger, and dated Paris, 25th

August, 1777.

“What doth the court of Aldermen say to Lee’s departure? He lives [in] the

Rue Jacob, in as sparing a manner as yVmerican frugality will permit, and yet I

am told his allowauce from the Congress as their Commercial Agent is considera-

ble. Ilis brother, Dr. Lee, hath dropped Sayre in Germany.”

True extract. H. Ford, Secretary.
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act as agent, had written a nnmber of letters as such to the

Commissioners, and of whose acceptance of the place public

notice had long been given in the English papers, llis ap-

pointments as Commissioner were received by us, and given to

him by us, as appears by our common letter to the Committee.'^'"

From whom did he carefully conceal them? Does this man

mean that he did not proclaim them to the world? He charges-

me with not concealing mine, and my brother with concealing

his. Charges equally false and equally foolish.

On the loth November, as I was in cori-espondenee with the

Prussian Secretary of State, I wrote to him by my brother’s

desire, as follows:

—

“Since I had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s favor of the 8th, a com-

mission has been received appointing Wra. Lee, Esq., deputy of Congress to the

Court of Berlin, with powers to negotiate a treaty of amity and commerce with

the King of Prussia. Your Excellency will have the goodness to eommunicate to

us Ilis Majesty’s pleasure relative to this Commissioner’s coming to Berlin, in

which he will entirely conform himself to the king’s sentiments.”

To this, I received the following answer, dated 28th of ISTo-

vember:—

“Quant a la commission du Sieur Guillaume Lee, le Roi ayant declare, plu-

sieurs fois, ses sentiments sur les difBcult^s actuelles d’une liason de commerce

avec I’Amdrique, malgr6 sa bonne volont6 constante pour le Colonies, ne sauroit

prevoir comment, les circumstances n’aient point chang<is le Sieur Lee, pourroit

faire a sa i\lajest6 des propositions plus acceptables, ni par consequent qu’il

pourroit etre le but ou le succes de sa mission.

On the 23d of Deeember he wrote me again:

—

“Je ne manquerai pas d’averter M. Guillaume Lee, dis qui le Roi jugera que

Bon nrrivde a Berlin pent etre d’une utilitd mutuelle.”|

The death of the Eleetor of Bavaria, as I mentioned before, (1)

* See the authenticated copy. No. XXIII.

I See the authenticated extracts. No. XXIV.

| See the authenticated extracts. No. XXIV.
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prevented this moment of mutual utility from arriving, and

consequent!}" my brother’s reception at Berlin.

In the meantime my brother himself communicated his com-

mission for Vienna to Count Merci, the imperial ambassador,

who informed his court, from which still less encouragement

was received.

On the 4th of December Mr. Austin arrived with the news of

Burgoyne’s defeat and surrender, and the battle of German-

town. The French court upon this approaching us to treat, it

was thought proper for him, especially as the King of Prussia

promised to follow their example, to wait the effect of the con-

clusion of the treaty, and the declaration of our independency,

which we supposed would follow it. When these took place,

he departed for Frankfort, having first consulted both the

Commissioners here and the minister, on which court he should

apply to first. But Hanover, and its connections, having taken

part against the empress, Vienna seemed to promise the fairest

opening. The rest he will explain himself. It suffices that I

have opened enough to show the malice and untruth of ^Ir.

Deane’s charges and insinuations; or, as he terras them, his

“stubborn and undeniable facts.”

As to the aldermanship, my brother wrote soon after his first

arrival here, to his most patriotic common councilmen, that he

would send them his resignation whenever they found it con-

venient to make a new election as they liked. It appears by

the English papers, that it was not till last St. Thomas’s day

that they requested his resignation, and this in consequence

of a second offer from him at Frankfort.

“He appointed,” says Mr. Deane, “sundry commercial agents,

dismissed one who did the business at two per cent., and shares

five per cent, with the others for superintending, at Vienna, the

business done on your account a thousand miles off from his

place of residence.”

His accuser is one who applied to the court here to give INlr.

William Lee, as surviving Commercial Agent, an order to re-
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ceive the papers of the deceased Mr. Thomas Morris. Of this

our joint letter of January informed Congress.'^ In 'Mr. Deane’s

estimation, therefore, he continued competent to, and bound to

act in that office, notwithstanding his new appointment. To

discharge that trust until a new agent should be nominated,

my brother appointed three of the most unexceptionable men

in France, f^[essieurs Schweighauser, Bondheld, and Semosin.'

All this he wrote to the Committee, desiring a new appointment,

and we both pressed the same to our private friends, as essen-

tially necessary to the public good. It is now near a year since

Congress resolved, that the Commissioners here should appoint

an agent or two to supply his place. AVe answered Congress,

as they would probably appoint consuls agreeable to the treaty,

we should inform Congress if we found it necessary to make

any change in the agents Mr. William Lee had appointed.

f

That he dismissed klr. Williams is directly contrary to truth;

he neither appointed nor dismissed him. Dr. Franklin and Mr.

Deane appointed him. Dr. Franklin, Mr. Adams, and m3'self,

dismissed him,;}; I send proofs from Mr. Williams’s own letter,

§

and accounts,] that he has done the very thing, with regard to

sharing the five per cent., with which Mr. Deane charges m}’'

brother. I also inclose evidence from the letters of l\rr. Wil-

liarns,T and Mr. Morris, that it was the latter who made this

agreement with him, without the knowledge or particii)ation of

my brother, though they knew he was joint Commercial Agent,

and was at Paris; where it was the intention of the Committee

that the agent should reside, and where Mr. Deane must ac-

knowledge he stationed himself, when in that department. It

was by such little tricks as these that all order and decency

* See authenticated extracts, No. XXV.

f Sec the authenticated extracts, No. XXIX.

t Sec the authenticated extracts. No. XXX.

^ See authenticated extracts. No. XXVI.

II
See authenticated extracts. No. XXVIl.

^ Sec authenticated extracts, No. XXVI. and XXVIII.
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178 MK. LEE’b NARKATIVE.

were banished from the conduct of our commercial affairs.

Either my brother must have acquiesced in this agreement,

whether he approved of it or not, or he must have quarrelled

with his colleagues; either of which, those who contrived it,

knew would equally answer their purpose.

When called into the public service, my brother quitted a

situation in London, at which few strangers ever arrive. He

came here in expectation of doing service, instead of which he

was treated with every kind of indignity b}^ iMr. Deane, and

obliged to acquiesce under the usurpation of his place and

powers by one who, a year before, hail been clerk to a sugar-

baker in that city, when he Avas one of the chief magistrates

and merchants.

As to the commission which 'Mr. Wm. Lee is said to have

shared, he neither stipulated for, nor shared any with those he

appointed;'" and T am most sure that he made more in any one

week in London, than his commissions on the public business

amounted to in ten months. But how utterly void of every

sense of shame and decency must Mr. Deane be, who inveighs

so violently against my brotlier for bearing at once a political

and a commercial character, when he tells us in the same

breath, that he liimself was the “political and commercial agent

of America in Europe.” He resided at Paris, had five per

cent, commission, and his sphere extended, not a thousand

only, but three times a thousand miles. He whose extent of

travelling had been bounded by Philadelphia, and whose former

life gave him as much opportunity of knowing the merchants

and politics, the commercial and political state of Europe, as

the ship that brought him. Besides, his total unacquaintance

Avith the language of Europe, rendered the acquisition of that

knowledge, for some time at least, utterly impracticable. I

* Sec Mr. Sclnvcigliauscv’s and Air, 'Rondficld’s certificates, that my brotlier

neither directly nor indirectly sti{)ulated for, nor received any share in the com-

missions, nor any gratuity whatsoever for his appointment. No. XXX 1 11.
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hiive sent Congress eopies of Mr. Williams’s accounts, from

which it will appear, that instead of having done your business

for two per cent, he has received two per cent, for not doing your

business, and as M. Peltier du Doyer, one per cent., besides

gratuities for doing it. To any other man but Mr. Deane, it

would be felt as worse than death, that among the multitude of

his charges and assertions, there is not one but what is refutable

by undeniable evidence.

After having thus exposed the malice and untruth of Mr.

Deane’s accusations, the honor of every man in Congress must

feel for my situation, when I assure them that, since my return

from Spain, this assassination of my character, which is now

extended to America, has been practised without intermission

by a cabal of Mr. Deane’s, both in Paris and London.''^' These

imputations were so artfully and industriously urged, that my
best friends were tainted by them for some time. But this is

not a subject which I shall now enter into.

In every accusation the character of the accuser ought to be

considered. Is Mr. Deane’s character fair? Is he an unaceused

man, and has he answered by anything but his own assertions,

the accusations against him? Do not his own confessions ren-

der him criminal, and are there not upon the records of Con-

Extract of a letter published in the Public Ledger, and dated Paris, July

12
,
1777 .

“Dr. Lee is certainly joined in the Commission, but he understands the busi-

ness of courts so ill, that not one of the ministers will negotiate with him. lie is

the slraiijhi-laced image of awkward formality. To the preciseness of a Presbyte-

rian he endeavors to add the Jesuitism of a Quaker. The one renders him ridicu-

lous, the other suspected. When he thinks he is imposing on mankind, they are

laughing at him.”

Extract from another letter, printed in' the Public Ledger, Paris, dated Sept.

2
,
1777 .

“Two of these Commissioners, for the third is a cipher, are protected in their

public capacities by the Court of Versailles; the Court of London hath sent one

ambassador, the Congress of America have sent two, to France.”

True copy. Attest, IL Ford, Secretary.
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gress, or of the Committee, evidence from liimsclf of Ids illegal

conduct, and of the malice and falsehood of many of his accu-

sations against my brother and me?

“ iNfr. Lee,” says this accuser, “was dragged into the treaty

with the utmost reluctance.” The authenticated extracts which

I have the honor of sending from my private and public letters

from the first moment of the treaty’s being taken up by this

court, till after its conclusion, prove that this charge too is, like

all the others, destitute of every color of truth.

No man, it will appear, could be more anxious for its con-

clusion, nor any one more rejoiced or more sanguine in his ex-

pectation from it than myself. Every letter^^' will show how

strongly my sentiments were against England and in favor of

France. It was my hope and expectation as I wrote iMr. S.

Adams the 1st of iMarch, “that the British Commissioners

would return as they came unless they had power and did

acknowledge, fully and cleaily, the sovereignty and independ-

ence of America as an indispensable preliminary;'!' this hope

and this expectation were fully gratified by the proceedings of

Congress. I also gave immediate information of the intention

the British ministry discovered of endeavoring to succeed by

bribery4 Congress know whether Mr. Deane gave the same

warning, for he certaiidy was also informed of it. The variety

of accusations which it hath pleased Mr. Deane to make against

my brother and me, has necessarily drawn this answer into a

tedious length. Congress I am sure will pardon me. "When

I entered the public service, it was with a resolution of serving

at the hazard of everything but of my honor and reputation,

yet I feel it as a real inisfortune that I am compelled to call

so much of your attention to what may be deemed the con-

* See authenticated extracts, No. XXXI.

I See extracts, No. XXXI. (E.)

J See No. XXXI. (D.) “ But the ministry of England give out tliat they have

dispatched half a million of guineas to pave the way to a favorable reception of

their propositions.”
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corns of individuals, but in trutli tlic public is biglily interested

in the question. There is one observation on Mr. Deane’s con-

duct which I cannot omit.

He acknowledges his having been passed in both of his

suspicions, and what he grounds them upon when he left

Trance, lie would induce us to believe that he considered his

recall, not to be for any misdemeanor, but to give Congress a'n

account of their affairs in Europe. For this purpose he had

two audiences of Congress. How I appeal to every man living,

whether, if he had the least evidence to support his suspicions,

or had any sense of the duty he owed to his country, his first

word ought not to have been, “Gentlemen, I have a matter to

communicate of the last importance to these United States
;
I

beg a seeret committee may be immediately appointed, to whom

I may make it known, that upon their report you may take

such measures as you may think the welfare of the public re-

quires.”

Could there be possibly anything more highly and immedi-

ately interesting to the common weal, than the treachery of one

so highly trusted as I was, and possessed of such a knowledge

of your affairs, as to have it in my power to do infinite injury?

If he really believed what he pretends, could he have avoided

making this communication? Docs he not know that if what

he mentions could be proved, and would fix treason upon me,

that his concealment of it so long is misprision of treason ?

From the 19th of August to the 5th of December, he left me to

do all the mischief to the public, which he could not but expect

I should do, if I were guilty of what he accuses me.

At length he publishes it to all the world, and, of conse-

quence to me. It was therefore a warning to me, if guilty, to

go over to the enemy, with every communication that could be

injurious to your interests. The extremes of folly and unkind-

ness combined could not have dictated a conduct so opposite

to what ho ought to have pursued.

The truth is that !Mr. Deane expected, from the effect of a
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Frencli fleet, of wliicli he was to claim the sole merit, the bril-

liancy of a diamond snuff-box, and complimentary letter, that

he should have nothing to do, but make his triumphal entry

into Philadelphia, and return immediately. * *





APPENDIX OF DOCUMENTS REFEERED TO
IN SUPPORT OF MR. LEE’S LETTER.

No. I.

FROJt JAMES GARDOQUI, WITH A. LEE’S ANSWER.

IMadrid, Fehruarxj 17
,
1777 .

Arthur Lee, Esq., Sir

—

My person and house, in the commercial "way, are well known to the American

colonies, not only on account of our long standing correspondence of thirty or

forty years, but also on that of the true affection with which we have endeavored

to serve them. I am lately arrived at Madrid on some particular affairs which

have occasioned my treating with the ministers of state who have honored me

with their especial favors and trust, and of course this has led me into the bottom

of the principal affairs of Europe, among which I have talked about your coming

from Paris to Spain, undoubtedly with the design of treating on the subject of

the colonies, as I judge they have already done and continue doing at said Paris;

but having heard that in such a small place as Madrid it Avould be absolutely

impossible to remain incog, either by your own or any other name, and you

would of course be spied by the gentlemen here who have a real interest therein;

and, conscquentlj’, you could not treat with the ministers without hurting the

colonics in the highest degree by your own doings, and besides you would set

this court at variance without success, I judge you will improve of tlie opportu-

nity which offers by chance, and I think is an excellent one, and have therefore

no objections to hint it to you, being fully assured that it will cause no dis-

pleasure here.

The IMarquis of Grimaldi intends to set out soon for Biscay, and I propose to

do the same for my house at Bilboa, all which we sliall so manage as to meet one

and the other at Vitoria, where Ave shall tarry under some good disguise until

our mutual arrival, and as this noble minister has had to this day the entire
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direction of all affairs, and is, of course, fully acquainted -udth his Majesty’s in-

tentions, believe it is the only person with whom you might treat, either in said

place or some country-house that might be picked up for the purpose, and there-

by avoid the inconveniences wdiich must inevitably follow, by your coming to

^Madrid. By the aforesaid, believe I have given you a proof of my attachment to

the colonies, and I must also add, with all truth, that the pi-incipal persons here

are of this same opinion, although the present state of affairs obliges them to

make no show thereof. In short, sir, I hope you will approve of my proposed

method, being the safest and most natural to carry out the views of both parties,

and beg you would give me an answer through the same hands as the present

will be delivered you, doubting not but you will tarry at said Vitoria until we

get there; and you Avill also observe that you will be at full libert}' to proceed to

Madrid, if you should judge proper, after you have talked over the matter with

nobleman, which being what occurs,

I have the honor to subscribe myself sincerely, sir,

Your most obedient humble servant,

JAMES GARDOQUI.

P. S. Having considered upon the properest place for our meeting, we liave

settled it on that of Burgos, instead of Vitoria, which, pray note accordingly,

and hope to meet you there.

February IG, 1779. Copy of a letter with its P. S., signed James Gardoqui.

Compared by John Adams.

Received the 28th.

ANSWER.

Burgos, Fehmary 28, 1777,

Sir

—

I have the honor of yours of the 17th, and, agreeable to your request, will

wait for you at this place.

1 have the honor to be, sir.

Your most obedient servant,

ARTHUR LEE.

Duplicate copy. H. Ford, Secretary.

February IG, 1779. Copy of a minute, in the handwriting of the Hon. Arthur

Lee, made on the above letter. Compared by John Adams.

On the Inside Cover .
—“To Arthur Lee, Esq., at

”

Outside .
—“To A. Dr. Arthur Lee, Caballero Ingles.”
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No. IV.

EXTRACTS FROM THE COMMISSIONERS’ LETTERS TO THE
COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS.

(B.)

Paris, 2^ th April, 1777,

“As the minister from Prussia may not soon arrive, and that court has shoivn

a disposition to treat, by entering into a correspondence with us, we liave thought

it might be well that one of us should visit it immediately, to improve its present

good dispositions, and obtain, if possible, the privilege of their ports to trade

and fit ships in, and to sell our prizes. Mr. Lee has readily undertaken this

journey.”

Copy of a paper in the handwriting of M. Gillee, said to be a copy. Compared

by John Adams.

(C.)

Paris, ^ih September, 1777.

“Spain not having j’et resolved to receive a minister from Congress, Mr.

Franklin still remains here. She has, however, afforded the aids we formerly

mentioned, and supplies of various articles have continued till lately to be sent,

consigned to M. Gerry, much of wliich we hear have safely arived.”

February 19, 1772. Copy of extract from a copy attested by W. T. Franklin.

Compared by Jolin Adams.

No. VIII.

VERGENNES TO M. GRAND.

Sir

—

Your idea has been thought to be good, but as it can produce only a small

effect without a frequent repetition of it, it is judged best to defer the execution

until the moment arrives proper to render the sensation more durable. The

news received from Holland from the envoy of certain personages in America, is

not confirmed from any other quarter. There is no longer any doubt of England’s

desire of peace; the minister himself wishes it, but I do not believe it is upon

America’s terms. Your friends are neither just nor honest, if they complain of

the bounds which must be set to the enterprise of their privateers. They have

24
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been informed of what can be granted
;
they have been entreated to conform

themselves to our obligations. We have cxci’cised a patience which they ought

not to have counted on. But when matters are carried to excess, it is nccessar}’-

to let them sec that we are not insensible. We cannot suffer the privateers of

any nation whatever to come in and go out of our ports as they would in and out

of their own; our treaties will not permit it. In like manner we cannot admit

the sale of prizes. As to everything else we have been easy, as we have been

heretofore, in whatever could be expected. It is with regret that in some few

cases, although w'e have had frerpient occasion, we have urged some severity

;

however, if I have a letter written to me couched in proper terms, I shall take

order for returning an answer. But with regard to what you tell me of the dis-

position of your friends, I sec that the sentiment of friendship is not deeply en-

graved in them. M. De Chaumont hath spoken to me of the intention the}" now

have to sell their privateers here. If they had rather send them away let them

explain themselves. I will readily undertake to procure for them the earliest

permission, provided it be on conditions clearly expressed, not to return again.

As to Hodge, you know what engagement he had made. I cannot tell whether

in America it is allowable to use such insincerity, but in France and in Europe it

is a very serious offence to lie to a king, which he hath done, when he declared

and gave bond that the vessel upon leaving Dunkerque should not make a cruise.

Signed DE VERGENNES.
August 21, 1777.

No. IX.

FROM BARON SCHULENBERG TO A. LEE.

Berlin, January 10, 1778.

Sir

—

In answer to the letter which you did me the honor to write to me the 28th of

December last year, I begin by remarking to you, sir, that before this last I re-

ceived two of your letters, viz., of the 4th and of the llth of that same month
;

but as you assure me of having written two since the fourth of December, that

expression may leave some doubt Avhethcr the letter of the 4th of December is

counted among the two letters of Avhich you speak to me, or not; in the latter

case, one of your letters will have been lost. As to myself, sir, after my letter

of the 13th of December, the receipt of wliich you acknowledge, I have made
you two replies, the 18th and 23d of the same month, which, 1 liope, you will

have received. I address this, as you wish, to M. Grand, in Montmartre Street;

and that you may be certain, in future, whether any of our letters miscarry, 1
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propose to you, sir, to number yours, as I do mine, beginning with this present

one.

The reflections 'which you make, sir, upon the present state of affairs in

America are most just; 'and um do in fact perceive the situation of Gen. HoAve to

be embarrassed and difficult. Time must shoAv whether, and how, he Avill get

out of it, or Avhethcr, at least, he Avill take and maintain his quarters Avith more

prudence and success than the last year.

As the events of this war become, from day to day, more interesting, I repeat

my request, sir, that you Avill be pleased to communicate regularly to me the

intelligence Avhich you may receive. The king takes constantly much interest

therein. Ilis Majesty wishes that your generous efforts may he followed with full

success; and, as I have already told }’ou in m3
" letter of the loth of December,

he ivill not hesitate to acknowledge your independence as soo7i as France, Avlio finds

herself more directly interested in the issue of this contest, shall set the example.

Ilis IMajesty would not make so much difficult}" of receiving }'our vessels into his

ports if itAvas not that, being without an}" fleet to revenge the affronts that might

be given to your vessels in these ports, and Embden, fine and secure as it may

otherwise be, having no fort to defend it, he is uiiAvilling to expose himself to

such an unpleasing contingency.

As to the muskets, and other arms of our manufacture, you are free, sir, to

purchase or command them
;
and the bankers, Spittberger, Avho are the under-

takers of the manufacture of arms, have received instructions to deliver Avhatever

may be demanded by you. I inclose a memorandum of the price, Avhich is the

same as the king pays; and I add that the muskets for the infantry may bo

delivei-ed at a little loAver price, if you will be satisfied Avith the soundness of the

work Avithout requiring that perfect equality Avhich the king insists upon.

I have the honor to be, Avith the most distinguished consideration, sir.

Your very humble servant.

Signed THE BARON OF SCHULENBERG.

To Mr. AuTiiru Lef., at Paris.

No. X.

FROM BARON SCHULENBERG TO MR. ARTHUR LEE.

Berlin, June 20, 1777.

After having testified to you, sir, in my letter of the 18th of this month, our

inclination to establish a direct commerce Avith the colonies of North America,

provided Ave can surmount the difficulties Avhich are in the way of it, it remains
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only for mo to answer you concerning the free access of your privateers into our

ports, whicli you mention in your letter of the 20th. I can assure you, sir, that

the king is thoroughly disposed to give pleasure to your constituents
;
but, on

the other hand, as you readily perceive, his Majesty, in the present circum-

stances, would not wish to embroil himself with the Court of London. Besides,

our ports have not hitherto received any but merchantmen, and neither has a

man-of-war nor a privateer ever entered
;

so that the officers in our ports w-ould

be embarrassed by their conduct on such occasions, the customs which arc ob-

served in that respect being absolutely unknown to them. We must therefore

inform ourselves how the Courts of France and of Spain conduct; we must learn

the formalities which they observe towards your armed vessels, and how it is

they give free access to these, consistent with the ties of friendship which tliey

preserve with Great Britain. The result of these inquiries will decide whether,

and on what conditions, the desired permission can be granted
;
and I shall do

myself the pleasure, sir, to let you know personally the intention which his Ma-

jesty shall judge fit to make.

I have the honor to be, with the most perfect consideration, sir.

Your very humble and very obedient servant.

Signed THE BARON DE SCIIULENBERG.

To Mr. Arthur Lee, at Berlin.

No. XI.

FROM BARON SCIIULENBERG TO MR. ARTHUR LEE.

Berlin, August 8.

I should not have so long omitted my answer to the two letters which you did

me the honor to write to me the 15th of August and 21st of September, if I had

boon posso.ssod of any intelligence favorable to your wishes. But the king, not-

withstanding his good w'ill towards your nations, having not judged it suitable to

grant to your privateers a free entrance into his ports, at a time when even

France, though beginning to reap considerable profits from the trade of America,

gave Avay to the representations of the British minister. ***** -x-
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No. XII. (A.)

FROM ARTHUR LEE TO DR. FRANKLIN.

CiiAiLLOT, November IG, 1777.

To Dr. Franklin.

Dear Sir

—

I send you the inclosed letter in ansiver to mine on the proposed negotiation.

It contains the conversation ho heard in the Cabinet. If you think it proper, I

shall answer that there is no foundation for supposing any disagreement between

you and me
;
that if they wait for propositions coming from us tliey deceive

themselves, as we are not solicitous about treating with them—and that their

honor and satisfaction is their aifair, not ours. It seems to me, that treating

them cavalierly is most likely to do service by making them despair of their un-

dertaking. I am satisfied that no principle but fear will ever operate upon them.

The two first lines of tliis conversation, joined with a variety of information I

have received to the same purpose, have given me much uneasiness. C<reat in-

dustry, I am sure, lias been used to propagate tliis report during my absence in

Germany, and, it appears, with success. I beg and hope for your advice how

to discover the authors, and prevent the consequences both to the public and

myself.

I have the honor to be, dear sir,

ARTHUR LEE.

True copy (duplicate), from the Letter-Book, II, Ford, Secretary.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS WROTE BY THE HON. ARTHUR LEE.

Paris, November 30, 1777.

To the Chairman of the

Committee of Foreign Correspondence

—

“Yet, with these circumstances to oppose it; the impracticability of obtaining

any adequate number of troops, the lowness of their credit, the probability of an

European war, the carrying on of their commerce by the ships of their rivals, to

every common understanding the impossibility of success, and, I may add with

certainty, their own conviction of it, I am clear in my opinion that they w^ill at-

tempt another campaign, and that every man and every shilling they can procure

will be devoted to the desolation of our country.”

A. LEE.
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Pauis, November 2'J, 1777.

lion. 11. II. Lee, Esq.

—

“Much ill humor is expected by this gentleman against the French court, and

he has endeavored much to make us and others hold the same language. But

our colleague and myself think very differently, and are of opinion that this

court has been compelled to every step of severity b}' gross misconduct on our

part. The principal one was Cunningham’s business at Dunkirk
;
with the par-

ticulars of this business I am to this moment unacquainted. He is unwise

enough to declare he did it to excite war. Such an attempt without o'ur advice

and concurrence on the propriety of it, and the means, was highly criminal. He

is conscious of it; and therefore seems as if he Avas searching for shelter under a

general discontent and disagreement, than Avhich, if it operated upon our friends

here, nothing can be more injurious. For, though they do not all we Avish,

they certainly do more than any other
;
and, it would be both ingratitude and

folly to repay it Avith ill-humor and ill-will. They told us fairly and fully from

the beginning the line they meant to pursue, and entreated us repeatedly not to

transgress it, and involve them. It has been transgressed by this gentleman’s

advice and by his agents, Avith strong circumstances of ill-faith, and Avith the

ridiculous idea of forcing them into a Avar. The conseciuence of this has fallen

upon our heads, and ayc have not the least pretence for complaint.”

A. LEE.

Pauis, December 19, 1777.

lion. S. Adams

—

“The last ray of British splendor seems now passing aAvay, and the American

sun emerging in full glory from the clouds that obscured it. His iMost Christian

Majesty has assured us in the most explicit terms, that he will enter into a treaty

Avith us as soon as the courier returns from Spain, and maintain our independence

by arms, if necessary. The only stipulation he requires is, that Ave shall not re-

nounce our independence when Ave make peace, a condition to Avhich, I believe,

we have no insuperable objection or reluctance. I have no reason to doubt the

good faith of this assurance, and the solid Avisdom of it is manifest. They say

their object is to attach us to them, as long as human ties can endure, and cer-

tainly the principles on Avhich they mean to act are Aviscly calculated for this pur-

pose. I doubt you Avill not drop a single tear upon the grave of G. B. That

perverse and fallen people seem now sensible of the shame and ruin that aAvait

them. But I question Avhether they have spirit to avenge themselves upon the

royal villain who is the great author of all their calamities. Farewell.

A. LEE.
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Paeis, January 5, 1778.

lion. R. II. Lke, Esq.—
“ Tlioug;li nothing is yet concluded, yet everything seems hasting to the de-

claration Ave Avish.”

A. LEE.

Paris, January 9, 1778.

lion. R. II. Lee, Esq.

—

“I hoped by this time to have informed you that something decisive was con-

cluded. We remain, hoAvever, in the same state of inertitude. There is nothing

so necessary in politics and negotiations as patience.”

A. LEE.

True copies (duplicates), from the Letter-Book. II. Ford, Secretary.

February IG, 1779. I have compared the extracts on this sheet, Avith a Letter-

Book in the handwriting of the lion. Arthur Lee, and find them true copies.

John Adams.

No. XVII. (DurLiCATE.) Letter-Book II., page 80.

A. LEE TO IN LONDON.

Paris, July 25, 1778,

Dear Sir

—

Your friend received yours of the 2d. The ring is delivered. Mr. T. called

upon you by my direction, but not for money, of which he had from me Avhat I

thought sufficient, but he has since draAvn on my banker for twenty guineas. I

doubt very much tlic truth of Avhat 'Mr. AV. tells you relative to him, having evi-

dence in my possession of his being a false accuser. Nor is it true that he has

directly or indirectly communicated to me Avhat he told you he had done; on the

contrary, he and his brother have, by their agent here, been insinuating accu-

sations secretly against me, Avhich have come to my knoAvledge Avithout their

intending it. I have had frequent information of those very men and their cor-

respondent here having done all in his poAver to calumniate me, and I am very

well persuaded from their OAvn account of the matter that they have endeavored

to seduce my S y. I have a great many other reasons for cautioning you

against any communications with those men, either in Avhat concerns the public,

or me. At the same time as Mr. T ’s conduct has appeared to you smspicious,

I shall be obliged to you for any information that may be relied upon relative to

his proceedings, Avhich arc the more to be Avatched, as he has staid a long time
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contrary to my orders, by alleging sickness. In our situation we are obliged to

employ persons of whom we cannot be altogether sure, and there are but too many

motives to tempt them to infidelity. You will be so good as to give me at all times

intelligence of what reaches you relative to such persons, that both the public

and myself may sutler as little as possible by their treachery. You will certainly

find in the shops a print of the old gentleman, taken from a portrait in my pos-

session, and which is the most like him of any I know; as to the other, there is

no likeness of him to be got in Europe. Be so good as to convoy the inclosed

letters, two for Mr. Ilidley, and one for Mr. DoAvnman, and write to 'me ns often

as you can. Byron’s fleet was met the 9th July, lat. 47, Ion. 31, 33, standing

westward, with the wind S. S. W. The conciliatory bills were received, but not

very graciously. Philadelphia was evacuated. No intelligence of the arrival of

the Commissioners, 14th June. Supplies going in fast, and every one in high

spirits. Adieu.”

Trip. True copy from the lion. A. Lee’s Letter-Book. II. Ford, Secretary.

February 19, 1779. Copy from a Letter-Book in the handwriting of the lion.

Arthur Lee. Compared by John Adams.

The letter, of which this is a true copy, is addressed to a respectable gentleman,

and who has always been a firm friend to America. Edm. Jennings. February

20, 1779.

No. XVIII. (Duplicate.)

I received yours of the 7th and the newspapers. The information it con-

tains relative to intelligence from hence, cannot be of any material use without

the original papers or letters to prove it. **** of those, if not all, you will

therefore endeavor to procure. Learn how many months provisions the fleet has

on board, the number of men in each ship, as near as you can, and Ivhether any

thing is intended against the Spanish flota. I mentioned to you the charges

against you here of stock-jobbing. You must avoid giving any foundation for

them. You know the quarter from which the accusation comes. It would be

doubly improper for any one employed by me to be doing that which in itself is

wrong, and which 1 am censuring in others. Those wlio accuse you I believe to

be people capable of any falsehood to cover their own proceedings and criminate

others.

True copy. II. Ford, Secretary.

February 19, 1779. Copy from a Letter-Book in the handwriting of the Hon.

Arthur Leo. Compared by John Adams.
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No. XIX. (Duplicatk.)

Passy, '12.(1 December, 1777.

Dear Nephew

—

You :^oecl be under no concern as to your orders from Mr. Deane
;
as you have

always acted uprightly and ably for the public service, you would be justified if

you had no orders at all
;
but, as he generally consulted me and had my appro-

bation in the orders he gave, and I know the}’’ were for the best, and aimed at

the public good. I hereby certify you that I approve and join these you have

received from him, and desire you to proceed in the execution of the same.

Signed B. FRANKLIN.

No. 4. Copy of extract.

February IG, 1778. Copy of a paper which I take to be in the handwriting of

Mr. Williams. Certified by John Adams.

Jonathan Williams, Esq.

No. XXII. (Duplicate.)

Paris, ce Samcdi, 8 Aoust, 1778.

J’ai beaucoup reflechi, Monsieur, sur la conversation que nous cumes ensem-

bles bier, et void les observations simples auxquelles je dois m’arreter. J’avois

fait des conventions, il y a environ 18 mois, avec Messrs. Franklin et Deane, qui

n’avoient pas quality ny autorit6 pour les faire. Et born6 de bonne foi, j’ai paye

envers les Etats Unis de I’Amerique tons les services dont j’ai et6 capable. J’ai

fait, comme vous savez, un voyage en Ilolhmde de 4 mois 72 pour faire executer

un vaisseau pour les Etats Unis, sur lequel je devois me transporter en Amerique

pour y aller etablir une marine militaire en execution des engagemens j>ris et

signbs par Messrs. Franklin et Deane depuis mon rctour en France. Vous savez

combien on en a mal agi avec moi, quoique je n’aye jamais mis aucun prix a roes

services.

II m’est atfligeant de savoir que Ton m’avoit tromp6, puis qu’on n’avoit pas

quality suffisante pour trailer avec moi, et que par cela, on m’exposoit a avoir

Fair d’un avanturier en arrivant en Andrique; j’ai cela sur lecoeur, et ne I’oubli-

crai de ma vie a cctte faute eminemrncnt grave, surtout pour un jeune peuple qui

ne doit montrer, et avoir que desvertues, on y a ajout6 le dernier trait de scdlera-

tesse digne du peuple leplus corrompu en m’escamotant I’ecrit passe entre nous;

ce n’est pas que j’en fisse, puis qu’il n’avoit point de valeur faute de qualite

suffisante pour contractor
;

niais la bonne foi auroit du revenir sur ses pas et

convenir qu’on avoit 6t6 trop loin, par le d6sir d’utilite de son pays, tout devenoit

alors nul et honnete.

25
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Enfin, Monsieur, je ne me refuscrois pas a iaire ce dont j’ai eu la volontc les

ann6cs derniers
;
mais jc nc me preterois et ne in’engagerois a rien qne par des

propositions du Congrds. Je n’ai point besoin de fortune. J’en ai une double

de mes besoins
;
j'ai une rdputation faite ici pour avoir 6t4 professeur en marine

a Versailles; un vieux peuple tient a ces anciennes erreurs, ce n’est que les

jeunes assez sages pour profiter des fautes par oil I’ou a passe, qu’ils peuvent

rctirer dcs fruits utiles achetes par des sibclcs et des millions. Le bien dans

votre patrie doit dans ce moment y etre facile a faire, car il ne pout y avoir a

vaincre quo la difficultc des clioses, et point dcs personnes des talcns seuls sufB-

sent; pour cela, et tres volontiers, je donnerois quelque anuses do ma vie pour la

gloire d’un peuple que j’estime, quoique je tienne beaucoup a un repos que j’ai

achete par 32 ans de service dans la marine. A mdsure que le services que je

peux rendre a I’Amerique sont plus importans, puis qu’il s’agit de la creation

d’une marine militaire, dont le sagesse des principes dans son institution doit la

mettre do niveaux, tout au moins avec la puissance qui en a le plus sur les mers,

et avec surement une depense moindre de iuoiti6, il est evident quo je ne saurois

et ne pouvois faire le bien avec une qualite subalterne.

Votre pays aurait-il le courage de conficr a un (itrangere I’autorite suffisante

d’une des plus grandes et importants partes de son administration? Voila ce

dontje doute, malgre qui cola soit indispensablement necessaire pourmatier tout

a son entiere execution, et qu’il ne faille pas plus d’une stance au Congres as-

semblt^ pour examiner la constitution de toutes les parties legislative etde comp-

tabilite que comporte cet immense department dans toutes ces parties. J’au-

jouterois que cet ordre d’institution est tellement simple, qu’une lieure d’examen

du Congres chaque mois seroit suffisant pour I’examen de toutes les parties sepa-

rds, tant des hommes, dcs clioses, que la depense des uncs et des autres. C’est

de cet, ordre clair et simple qui doit resulter une permanence d’economie, de force,

de sagesse, et de justice. Voilii, Monsieur, en precis, le bien quo je voulois faire

a votre pays, et quo jc doute que je lui fasse jamais.

Tilon amitie pour vous me fit promettre liier do vous donner jiour le Congres

trois tableaux qui font la substance du ddpartement de la marine des Etats Unis

de I’Am^rique, que j’ai composees, il y a environ deux ans; mais comme ces ne

sont que des r6sultats, et qu’il est ndeessaire d’expliquer les ditfereuts principes

auqucls ils tiennent, et que pour cela il faudroit y joindre ma collection entiere

de marine, vous trouverez, bon Monsieur, que je retire ma parole. Cet envoie

n’apperoit pas le bien que vous et moi desirons; un memoire, ou un plan tres

compost, et toujours un mot, si son auteur n’y est pas pour I’expliquer.

Adieu, Monsieur; je vous embrasse detout mon cccur, et suis avec un tres par-

fait attachement votre tres humble et ob6issant scrvitcur,

ROUX.

Vrai copie de I’original. Ludwcll Lee.

Copy from the original. Compared by John Adams.
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No. XXXI. (Duplicate.) Letteu-Book III., page 2.

EXTRACTS FRO^I LETTERS WROTE BY THE IION. ARTHUR LEE, ESQ.

.
(A.)

Paris, January 24, 1778.

IIoN. R. II. Lee, Esq.

—

“Our ultimate object here is in great fonvardness, and I Lope we shall so'on

give you an account of its conclusion. A war scorns every clay more certain,

and I can assure you that this country is exceedingly well prepared for it.”

Letter-Book III., page 22.

(B.)

February 5, 1778.

lion. R. II. Lee, Esq.—

“The delay cf our di.spatches enables mo to add this to my former, and to

assure you that the business has gone on with all possible dispatch, and that in

all human probability my next will inform you of its happy conclusion.”

Letter-Book III., page 25.

(C.)

Paris, February 9, 1778.

lion. F. L. Lee, Esq.

—

“I congratulate you vath all my licart on the treaties which Congress will

receive by the frigate that brings this. According to the present appearance of

things, the event, which is to bring the second treaty into operation, will take

place before this reaches you.”

Letter-Book III., page 32.

February 17, 1778.

lion. S. Adams, Esq.

—

“Let me embrace you, my dear friend, on the accomplishment of the end of

all our labors by the treaties which will accompany this, in which the liberty,

sovereignty, and independence of the United States are secured. 1 tliought it

absolutely necessary that we should urge tlic insertion of sovereignty, that there

might not hereafter be any question on that head, as tlierc long was in the case

of the United Provinces, and the Swiss Cantons. You may bo assured that wal-

ls resolved on here; and from the situation of things it cannot long be avoided.”

Letter-Book III., page 71.
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(D.)

Paris, February 28, 1778.

The Chairman of the

COMMITTF.E OF FOREIGN CORRESRONDENCE

—

“Our joint dispatches -will convey to you the bills as they are now passing in

the Parliament of Great Britain, for appointing Commissioners to negotiate with

iheir deluded subjects and declaring in what manner they tcill be graciously pleased to

exercise in future the right of taxing us. It would not be doing justjee to their

bills to attempt any comment upon them. They speak for themselves, and

loudl}’’ too. But the ministry of England give out that they have dispatched half

a million of guineas to pave the way to a favorable reception of their proposi-

tions; and I know from the best authority here, that they have assured Count

Maurepas of their being sure of a majority in Congress. By such base arts do

they endeavor to cover their nakedness, and sustain their desperate cause.

France has done us substantial benefits—Great Britain substantial injuries.

France offers to guarantee our sovereignty and universal freedom of commerce

—

Groat Britain condescends to accept of our submission, and to monopolize our

commerce. France demands of us to be independent—Great Britain tributary.

I do not comprehend how there can bo a mind so debased, or an understanding

so perverted, as to balance between them.”

Letter-Book III., page 80.

(E.)

March 1, 1778.

lion. Samuel Adajis, Esq.

—

“I was in hopes to day’s post would have brought us news from England, and

the acts for negotiating with you. If ive may judge of them from the bills, they

Avill be an everlasting proof of the feebleness and folly of our enemies. I trust

their Commissioners ivill return as they came, unless they have power, and do

acknowledge clearly and fully the sovereignty and independence of America

as an indispensable preliminary.”

Letter-Book III., page 93.

(G.)

Paris, Jfarch 19, 1778.

Hon. Henry Laurens, Esq., President—
“P. S. To-morrow we are to be presented to the King of France, ami tlie

English Ambassador quits this court without taking leave. V.'ar must imme-

diately be the consequence, as these movements have been determined on, from

the treaty of amity and commerce which wo have concluded with this court.
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having been announced in form to that of London. The consequence of this, in

relieving our country from tlic cliicf -weight of the -war, cannot but follow, and

therefore I congi-atulate you upon it most sincerely. In my judgment, a year or

two must reduce Great Britaiu to any terms the allies may think proper to

demand.”

Letter-Book III., page IIG.

Pauis, April 4, 1778. .

lion. Henry Laurens, Esq., President.

—

“I trust he (Mons. Gerard) -will conduct his negotiation agreeable to -what

appears to me to be the disposition of the court and minister here—fairness and

generosity.”

True copies from the Letter-Book. II. Ford, Secretary.

No. 1, page 1C2.

Paris, Decemher 19, 1777.

lion. E. II. Lee, Esq.

—

“Our joint dispatches will inform you how near we arc to a conclusion of wEat

must settle the question between Great Britain and the United States forever. 1

see no reason to doubt the good faith of what they promise here, and much to

admire the substantial wisdom of it.”

Letter-Book II., page 11 G.

Paris, May 7, 1778.

His Excellency Gov. Henry, Virginia

—

“The exhausted state of Great Britain lias disenabled her to carry her menaces

into execution against France for concluding a treaty with us. Before this

reaches you, a French fleet under Count d’Estaing, their best admiral, will have

arrived to your assistance. The enemy therefore is likely to be blocked up in

their turn, for the fleet they had prepared under Admiral Byron to reinforce

Lord Howe is stopped, and it is generally thought will not sail. This arises from

apprehensions for their safety at home. If they do not support ther naval su])e-

riority with you, I think we shall soon have the pleasure of seeing them.drivcn

entirely out of America. A continuation of that spirit and vigor with which your

affairs have hitherto been conducted, must soon accomplish our utmost wishes,

and secure us in peace, liberty, and safety.”
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Paris, June, 15, 1778.

Ilis Excellency, Gov. Henry, Virginia—

“As our enemy appear unable to enforce tbeir navy employed against you,

and Count d’Estaiug’s fleet is stronger, it is to be hoped your coast vill soon be

cleared, by their ships being entirely driven away. They are equally unable to

avenge themselves upon our ally here, and will probably soon be forced to call

home all their forces for their defence. The diminution of their commerce, the

distress of their people, the imbecility and wickedness of their consuls, and the

rapacity of their oflicers, announce the inevitable downfall of their do'miuation,

and the ruin of their affairs.”

Letter-Book II., page 12G.

True copies from the Letter-Books. II. Ford, Secretary.

No. 1, page 81.

COPY OF A LETTER FROM THE IION. ARTHUR LEE, ESQ., TO THE

HON. RICIHUID HENRY LEE, DATED PARIS, OCTOBER 4, 1777.

I inclose you a copy of a late measure of the court here, which with others

seems unfavorable to us. The reasons they give for them are the proceedings

with respect to the arming Cunningham in their ports, and sending him to cruise

directly in the channel, contrary to their treaty, and to their repeated requests and

our promises. That fact is so, and it was done by IMr. Deane without consulting

or informing us. He has, therefore, thought it necessary to write an apology for it

to l^lr. IMorris, which I understand is to be shown about privately, and he seems

desirous of persuading us and others to be in ill humor with the court for taking

violent measures, to which they have been compelled by his unwarrantable con-

duct. All I can say is, that it will be doing them great injustice to form an

opinion of their disposition from steps which they assure us were taken from

necessity, and which we are conscious those proceedings forced on them.

These three leaves contain extracts from Letter-Books of the Hon. A. Lee.

Compared by John Adams.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE HON. A. LEE, ESQ., TO THE
HON. RICHARD HENRY LEE, DATED NOVEMBER 20, 1777.

Much ill humor is expressed by this gentleman against the French Court, and

he has endeavored much to make us and others hold the same language. But our

colleague and myself think very differently, and are of opinion that this court

has been compelled to every step of severity by gross misconduct on our part.

The principal one was Cunniugham’s business at Dunkirk; with the particulars

of this business I am at this moment unacquainted. Ho is unwise enough to
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declare lie did it to excite a vrar. Sucli an attempt vritliout our advice or con-

currence ill the propriety of it, and the incaiu-:, ^v;^s highly criminal. He is con-

scious of it, and therefore seems as if ho was searching for shelter under a gene-

ral discontent and disagreement, than which if it operated upon our friends here

nothing can he more injurious. For though they do not do all we wish, they

certainly do more than any other, and it would he hoth ingratitude and folly to

repay them with ill humor and ill will. They told us fairly and fully from the

heginning the line they meant to pursue, and entreated us repeatedly not to

transgress it and involve them. It has hecn transgressed under this gentleman’s

advice and hy his agents, with strong circumstances of ill faith, and with the

ridiculous idea of forcing them into a war. The consequences of this have fallen

upon our heads, and we have not the least pretence for complaint.

Extract. Compared hy John Adams.

No. XXXII.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE TION. A. LEE, ESQ., TO THE

COMMITTEE OF SECRET CORRESPONDENCE, APRIL 4, 1778.

“I also send an accurate list of the actual and intended force of Great

Eritain.”

True copy from the Letter-Look. II. Ford, Secretary.

No. XXXIII.

To whom these presents may concern:—
I, John Lontlehl, at Lordcaux, in France, jMerchant, do hereby certify that the

lion. "Wm. Lee, Esq., did not propose or demand to receive for himself, either

directly or indirectly, any part of the commissions that I might charge or receive

in consequence of his appointment of me to he Commercial Agent for the Secret

Committee of Congress; and I further certify that the said 'William Lee never

did, cither at the time of his making such appointment, or at any time hefore or

since, make or even hint at receiving any part of such commissions as aforesaiil

;

and 1 further certify that the said William, nor any person for him, In.is ever re-

ceived from me any reward, gratuity, or commission whatsoever, in consoqueuce
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of his appointing me commercial agent as aforesaid. In testimony n-heroof, I

have herennto set my hand and seal, at Bordeaux aforesaid, this 10th of Feb-

ruary, 1779.

Signed JOHN BONFIELD.

Copy from the original. Compared by John Adams.

I, John Sclmeighauser, iMerchant, of this city of Nantes, in France, do hereby

certify to all whom it may concern, that when the lion. William Lee, Esq., ap-

pointed me Commercial Agent for tlie Secret Committee of Congress, he did not

then, nor at any time before or afterwards, propose, stipulate, or demand to re-

ceive for himself, directly or indirectly, any part or share of such commissions as

I might charge or receive for doing the business of said committee
;
and I do

further certify tliat neither the said William Lee, nor any person for him, has

heretofore received or is to receive from me or on my account, any reward, gra-

tuity, or commission whatsoever in consequence of his having appointed me com-

mercial agent as aforesaid. In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand

and seal at Nantes, in France, this day of 18th February, 1770.

Signed J. D. SClIWEIGlIAUSEll.

Witnessed.

J. A. C.-VLL.tRD.-

J. J. SciioiixnonrF.

True copy compared with the original. II. Ford, Secretary.

No. NXXIV.

P.vuis, 4, 1777.

Cai>tain AVkkicks, Siu

—

We have appointed .Mr. Williams to take the direction of such affairs at Nantes

as arc more particularly within our department, and accordingly advise you to

address yourself to him for any assistance you stand in want of in the disposi-

tion of your prizes or your other concerns; you will give directions to Captains

Johnson and Nicholson, which renders it unnecessary for us to Avrite to each one

separately.

We are yours, &c. &c..

Signed B. FRANKLIN.

SILAS DEANE.

True copy from a letter in the handwriting of Mr. Jonathan Williams. II.

Ford, Secretary.

liAMiiKRT IVrncr.s. Esq.
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(DuPLICATi;.)

Paeis, July 4, 1777.

Mr. JoNATii.vN Williams,

Dear Sir

—

Yours of tlie 30tli ult. and 1st inst. are before us. Mr. jMorris, were ho pre-

sent, has not the least right to any direction of Captain Weekes or his prizes, and

less so to Johnson or Nicholson ; they arc Continental property, and are immediately

under our direction, hy the express orders of Congress and under no other joersons.

Inclosed you have a letter to Captain Weekes, and to Captains Johnson and

Nicholson on this subject. Mr. Lee’s arrival would make no odds in this business,

as it is distinct from anything contained in either of their appointments, and your

appointment from us is the only one at present that can be of any force
;
we

therefore direct you not to give way to any pretensions of any one, but consult-

ing with Mr. Loss and Captain Weekes, proceed to dispose of the prizes, and to

settle their affairs in the best and most expeditious manner possible. Mr. Deane

has wrote to Captain Weekes to address to the house you mention.

Signed SILAS DEANE.

True copy from the extract in the handwriting of Mr. Jonathan Williams,

H. Ford, Secretary.
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CONSTITUTION

OF THE

SEYENTY-SIX SOCIETY.

ARTICLE I.

Tins Society shall be called “The Seventy-Six Society,” and its

object shall be the publication and republication of books and papers

relatinj^ to the American llevolution.

ARTICLE II.

The officers of the Society shall be a President, a Secretary, a

Treasurer, and a Council. The Council shall consist of the above-

named officers, and of ten other members.

ARTICLE III.

It shall be the duty of the President to preside at the meetings of

the Society and the Council.

ARTICLE lY.

It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep minutes of the meet-

ings of the Society and of the Council, and to conduct their corre-

spondence. The minutes of this Council shall be at all times open to

the inspection of the members of the Society.

ARTICLE y.

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to collect the subscriptions of

the memlmrs. He shall pay no money of the Society without the
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9

written order of tlie Council, signed by the President and attested by

the Secretary. He shall present a report of the receipts and pay-

ments of the preceding year, at the annual meeting of the Society.

ARTICLE YI.

The Council shall have the management of the business of the

Society; they shall decide what publications shall be made, and pro-

vide for their distribution among the members. They may enact such

by-laws for their own government, and appoint such coinmittces as

they may think necessary. They shall make a report of their transac-

tions for the preceding year, at the annual meeting of the Society.

ARTICLE VII.

The Society shall meet annually on the fifth day of September (the

anniversary of the meeting of the first Congress), or on the following

day when the fifth of September falls on Sunday. At this meeting

the election of ofllcers for the ensuing year shall be held. Special

meetings of the Society may bo hold upon the written request of not

less than twenty members, addressed to the President, and s])ccifying

the object of the meeting. No other business than that specified shall

be transacted at such special meeting.

ARTICLE YIII.

The Council shall meet on the third day after their election (on the

fourth, when such third day falls on Sunday), and at such other times

and at such place as they may from time to time appoint.

ARTICLE IX.

The annual subscription shall be Eive Dollars, payable on or before

the first day of January. Xo member shall be entitled to receive any

of the publications of the Society, during any year for which his sub-

scription is in arrears.

ARTICLE X.

The publications of the Society shall not be sold upon any pretence

whatever; they shall be distributed among the members equally; and
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persons joining the Society after the first year, shall pay the subscrip-

tion of any previous year, to entitle them to the publications issued

during that year.

ARTICLE XI.

The members of this Society shall consist of such persons as shall

sign this Constitution, or shall, if not residents of Philadelphia, ex-

press in writing their desire of joining it. Resignations shall 'be

presented at the annual meeting.

ARTICLE XII.

This Constitution shall be altered only at the' annual meeting of the

Society, and only by a vote of four-fifths of the members present.



.8 '' MM IV/ 1
, .

i

.KO-fii.. .••fKail

I'i

’
•

•'

,

i:/ // V.-: '
^ .1

'
i

,?f 'K *; v.f.wjuA. r 'f/i
' ' • >;••.!

,• M. •;
. M,' I I

Ml, .

’

/I 1,^ V ;i( . 1 ; ' .b .l:. Ua a/Jnni'r










